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FOREWORD

Dear friends & colleagues, 

We are excited to present our new catalogue with 51 historically important items in print, 
manuscript and photography. The items in the catalogue are arranged in three sections: 
 - Manuscripts, Archives and Drawings
 - Photographs
 - Books
Inside those sections items are arranged by regions: 
- Arctic (#47, #48, #49)

- Alaska, Aleutians (#10, #11, #21)
- California (#01, #03, #04, #06, #19, #20, #45), 
- Dakota territory (#06)
- Hawaii (#42)
- Nevada (#09)
- Oregon (#05)
- Texas (#02)
- Washington territory (#07)

- North Pacific, Chukotka, Kamchatka, Russian Far East, Siberia, Russian America (#10, #12, #22, 
#44, #45, #46)
- Crimea (#23)

- Central Asia, Tibet (#24, #43)
- China (#06, #26, #28, #42)
- Japan (#13)
- Mongolia (#25)
- Nepal, Himalayas (#14, #27)
- Sri Lanka, India, Burma (#15, #28)
- Philippines (#42)
- Indonesia, Malaysia (#30)
- Singapore (#30, #42)
- Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam (#29)

- Iran, Middle East, Egypt (#15, #31, #32, #50)
- Africa, South Sudan, White Nile, Sierra Leone, Madagascar (#18, #33, #34)

Globus Books
332 Balboa St.
San Francisco, CA
94118 USA 
+1 (415) 668-4723
info@globusbooks.com
www.globusbooks.com

- Papua New Guinea (#40)
- Australia, Oceania & Polynesia (#41)

- Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay (#39)
- Brazil (#38)
- Guatemala (#37)

- Jamaica (#16)
- Panama (#17)
- Caribbean (#36, #51)

- Labrador (#35)

Each catalogue entry is accompanied by an extensive number of photos (check Globus Books 
website for additional images) and detailed historical descriptions .

This selection of 51 items will be exhibited at the Boston International Antiquarian Book Fair 
11-13th of November, 2022 at the booth of Globus Books #509.
All the items will be shipped out of San Francisco, California. Please let us know if you have 
any additional questions before placing an order.
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MANUSCRIPTS, ARCHIVES AND DRAWINGS

01 [MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR]
[Autograph Letter Signed from Mary Dickinson McCall to her Renowned Brother, Captain of the 
4th US Infantry Regiment George McCall, Talking about His Recent Heroism during the Battle of 
Palo Alto, the Occupation of Matamoros, the Regiment’s Possible Move to Monterrey, the Anecdote 
about General Winfield Scott and a “Plate of Soup,” and Mentioning Several American Public Figures, 
Including John Cadwalader, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William L. Marcy, John M. Read Jr., and others]. 

Philadelphia: 15 & 16 June [1846]. Quarto (ca. 
27x21 cm). A bifolium and a single leaf with 
5 pp. of text. Brown ink on thin wove paper. 
Both leaves with blind-stamped papermaker’s 
monograms in the left upper corners. Addressed, 
stamped and sealed on verso of the last leaf. 
Fold marks, paper slightly age-toned, the last 
leaf with a minor loss on the right margin after 
opening, affecting several letters, but overall a 
very good letter written in a legible hand.

Historically significant original autograph 
signed letter, addressed to noted US military 
officer George A. McCall, who took part in the 
Florida War (Second Seminole War, 1835-1846), 
Mexican-American War (April 1846 – February 
1848), and American Civil War (1861-1865). 
The letter was written by McCall’s elder sister 
Mary Dickinson McCall and was sent to the 
“4th infantry, Texas,” via the “care of a quarter 
master, U.S.A., New Orleans.” Written just a 
few weeks after the Battle of Palo Alto (May 
8, 1846), the first major battle of the Mexican-
American War, the letter talks about McCall’s 
heroism and leading role in the battle, and 
public praise and enthusiasm in Philadelphia 
after the release of General Zachary Taylor’s 
(1784-1850, the commander of the US forces 
during the war) official report. Mary McCall also 

talks about her brother’s “comfortable quarters 
in Matamoras,” his potential move to Monterrey 
and contemplates when the war will end. An 
extensive passage is dedicated to the anecdote 
about US General Winfield Scott and his letter 
to the Secretary of War, mentioning the “hasty 
bowl of soup,” which caused a series of jokes 
in the American press. The second part of the 
letter, dated “June 16” is dedicated to John 
Cadwalader’s letter to the American President 
(James K. Polk, in office: 1845-49), in which he 
asked to acknowledge McCall’s service during 
the “first Florida War.”

The letter also talks about or mentions 
several notable American public figures, who 
were McCall’s acquaintances, including Joseph 
R. Ingersoll (1786-1868, US Representative 
from Pennsylvania in 1841-49), “Mr. C. Biddle” 
(apparently, Charles J. Biddle, 1819-1873, 
participant of the Mexican-American War and 
US Representative from Pennsylvania’s 2nd 
district in 1861-63), W.L. Marcy (1786-1857, US 
Secretary of War in 1845-49), John M. Read Jr. 
(1797-1874, Attorney General of Pennsylvania 
in 1846), and others. The letter also contains 
family news, mentioning several members of 
the McCall family, including his cousins Peter 
McCall (1809-1880, the Mayor of Philadelphia 
in 1844-45) and John Cadwalader (1805-1879, 

US Representative from Pennsylvania in 1855-
57, US District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania in 1858-79). Overall an interesting 
extensive source on the history of the early 
period of the Mexican-American War.

George Archibald McCall corresponded 
extensively with his friends and family. A 
collection of his letters reporting about the 
events of the Second Seminole and Mexican-
American Wars, which possibly included his 
letters to Mary Dickinson (addressed as “My Dear 
M…”), was published under the title “Letters from 
the Frontiers, Written during the period of Thirty 
Years’ Service in the Army of the United States”. 

Excerpt from the letter: “We have just 
finished reading Genl. Taylor’s official reports 
& I cannot delay for a moment the pleasure 
of complimenting you, my dearest brother, on 
the mention made of you in them. I have no 
words to express the heartfelt thankfulness & 
gratitude we feel that you have been preserved 
in safety from such imminent peril or the 
joy and happiness we experience in learning 

that your noble conduct has been so fully 
appreciated by all your superior officers.
How shall I commence to tell you all the 
compliments we have received? The first 
exclamation we hear from all sides is: Well, 
your brother is the hero among all the heroes. 
Mr. Joseph Ingersoll who has just returned from 
Washington, told Peter that you were decidedly 
the most distinguished man in the army and 
were most talked of in Washington than anyone 
else. Uncle Robert said when he went to the 
Exchange there was great enthusiasm, people 
crowded round him to know what relation he 
was to the Captain who led the “Advance.”
 Price: $1,250
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[TEXAS – PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONARIES]
[Autograph Letter Signed to the Secretaries of the American Home Missionary 
Society, Reporting on his Attempt to Establish a Church in Western Texas, and Talking 
about his Visits to Indian Point, Victoria, De Witt County, Gonzales, Seguin, and New 
Braunfels, and high Prices for food in Western Texas, &c.]

02

Near Sequin, Guadalupe Co., Texas: 5 March 
1848. Quarto bifolium (ca. 25x20 cm). 3,4 pp. 
Brown ink on blueish wove paper. Addressed, 
sealed and docketed on verso of the second leaf. 
Fold marks, wax seal residue on verso of the 
second leaf; but overall a very good letter.

Detailed and historically interesting letter 
by Rev. J.L. Hawley, a Presbyterian missionary 
(apparently, from the “New School”) of the 
American Home Missionary Society (AMHS), 
reporting about his attempt to establish a 
church in western Texas in the autumn-winter of 
1847-48. The letter was addressed to Rev. Milton 
Badger & Charles Hall, the Society’s secretaries 
for correspondence, located at the Society’s 
headquarters (150 Nassau St., New York). 
Records show that Rev. J.L Hawley was appointed 
by the AMHS “to go to Kentucky” in November 
1846 (The Home Missionary. Vol. XIX, No. 8, 
December 1846, p. 210) and “to go to Texas” in 
September 1847 (The Home Missionary. Vol. XX, 
No. 7, November 1847, p. 164).

The letter describes Hawley’s sea voyage 
to Port Lavaca, a stop at Indian Point, and his 
missionary travels by a stagecoach or horse 
between Victoria, Indian Point, De Witt County, 
Gonzales, Seguin, and New Braunfels, with 
notes on the religious views of inhabitants 
and the presence of missionaries in each town. 
The letter reveals an intense competition for 
the Texas congregation between New and Old 
School Presbyterians, Cumberland Presbyterians 
and Methodists. The place Hawley found 
suitable for establishing a church was Seguin, 
whose inhabitants “had raised pr. subscription 

about $ 100 for my support.” He also presented 
the report of his expenses to date and asked 
the Society for financial support, as “it will 
cost us more than double to live anywhere 
in Western Texas, than it did in Ky.” He also 
complained about his poor health, his horse that 
ran away or was stolen, and vaguely described 
his confrontation with other priests and 
missionaries. Overall a rare content-rich original 
source on the early history of the Presbyterian 
Church in Texas, which had become a U.S. state 
just three years prior (1845).

Excerpts from the letter: “<…> On our way [to 
Port Lavaca] we called at Indian Point, a small 
but flourishing town on Matagorda Bay. I called 
to see Rev. Mr. Blair, Old Schl. Presbyterian. What 
I shall say of him will be strictly confidential. He 
asked where I was going, &c. &c. I have thought 
of stopping at Victoria. To this he replied, that 
he intended going there himself & remaining 
till he could get some one from the North. I 
found that he owned the house where church 
was held, that he had preached there many 
years under the Bd. of F. Missions, that he had 
an organized church &c. He advised me to go 
further. Of course I would not intrude. From 
Port Lavaca we took stage 30 ms. to N. West to 
Victoria, sit. on Guadelupe River & is the most 
important town in Western Texas. Rev. Mr. B. 
arrived the next day with his family. <…> I, being 
urged, preached twice. A number of the citizens 
tried hard to have me remain. Mr. B’s elder was 
very solicitous to keep me. They all said they had 
never paid anything, as yet for preaching, but if I 
would remain, they would get up a subscription 
for me. I accordingly took board but told them 

I could not preach while Mr. B. remained. <…> While at Victoria, I had the superintendence of the S. 
School, prepared myself & the children (some 40) seemed delighted.

We at length thought it our duty to go to Indian Point & see what could be done there & they 
are anxious to have us remain. The population is principally German & they seem really attached 
to us, but I fear the salt water. My cough grew worse while I staid [sic!]. Three weeks ago I left my 
family there, for the purpose of exploring this valley, & seeing where the gospel is most needed. 
Thirty ms. above Victoria, in De Witt Co. is a neighborhood where a tolerable congregation lived to 
the age of 18 yrs. without overhearing a sermon. One good presbyterian, who lives there, says they 
would raise from $100 to $150 if we will come. From thence I went to Gonzales, pop. 300 or 400. 
They have preaching every Sabbath (such as it is) from Methodists & Cumberland Presbyns. From 
there I rode to Seguin. This is a small town, country seat of Guadelupe Co., sit. on the river, pop. 100. 
They wanted us to go there. There are no Presbyterians – nearly all Methodists. From this place I 
went to New Braunfels. This is the town wh. Mr. Burke said was intirely [sic!] destitute of preaching. 
But I found a Cumb. Presbyterian settled there & Methodists of course.

On my return to Seguin, I found they had raised pr. subscription, about $100 for my support, if 
we would go there. I think it possible we may go. Flour is from $12 to 17 pr. bbl. there. It will cost 
us more than double to live anywhere in Western Texas, that it did in Ky. <> There is a room for 3 
ministers in this valley who could receive one third of their support from the people, or nearly so. I 
of course shall receive nothing from the people for I have not preached among them. I do wish that 
two or three could be sent here by yr. Board. Infidelity lifts a bold front here. The difficulties of the 
Missionary differ widely from those of Ky. But go where I may, I never expect to find such an other 
man as Dr. Hubbard. I have much to say, but it hurts me to write. I beg you to accept this as my first 
yrs. report.”
 Price: $1,250
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[CALIFORNIA – GOLD RUSH]
[Historically Interesting Original Autograph Letter Written by One of the Earliest 
Gold Miners in the Stanislaus River Area, Geo Danchy, and Addressed to “Dear Folks,” 
“Delia,” and “Helen Mary” in Troy (NY), Promising to Bring Back Home “a Lump of 
Gold as Big as a Piece of Chalk,” Mentioning the “Unforeseen” Problem of Irrigation, 
and Talking About “Ferocious Attacks of Mosquitoes,” His Daily Menus (“Squirrels, a 
Sprinkling of Ducks,” Etc), Favorite Newspapers (“The Tribune,” “The Express,” Etc.), 
Etc.; Also Discussing the Great San Francisco Fire of 1850, the Skyrocketing Rental 
Prices in the Nearby City of Stockton, Early Anti-Slavery Sentiments Among the Local 
“Barbarians,” and the Growing Number of American Gold Miners Arriving with “Their 
Mujeres”].

03

Stanislaus River, 19 May 1850. Quarto bifolium 
(ca. 25x20 cm or 9 ¾ x 7 ¾ in). 4 pp. Black ink 
on blueish laid paper. Fold marks with a few tiny 
holes, paper slightly age-toned, but overall a 
content-rich letter in very good condition.

A historically interesting, content-rich 
California Gold Rush letter penned by one of 
the earliest gold miners in the Stanislaus River 
area, promising to bring back home “a lump of 
gold as big as a piece of chalk,” mentioning the 
latest news in the state (the great San Francisco 
Fire of 1850, skyrocketing rental prices in 
Stockton, early anti-slavery sentiments, and 
the growing number of American gold miners 
arriving with their “mujeres”), and talking about 
the “unforeseen” problem of irrigation, “ferocious 
attacks of mosquitoes,” his daily menus 
(“squirrels, a sprinkling of ducks,” etc.), favorite 
newspapers (“The Tribune,” “The Express”), etc. 
Dated May 18, 1850, the letter was written by 
a young miner about twenty-one years old 
and a former resident of Troy, Rensselaer (New 
York), Geo K. Danchy. The letter consists of three 
different sections addressed to “dear folks,” and 
Geo’s sisters “Delia” and “Helen Mary” in Troy and 
represents one of the earliest examples of the 
California Gold Rush letters.

The author apparently settled along the 
Stanislaus River at the peak of the Gold Rush in 

1849, when thousands of gold seekers rushed 
into California in search of the best gold mining 
areas. By 1850, the river had emerged as “the 
favourite haunt for the gold hunters” (New York 
Daily Herald, June 5, 1849. P. 8), with numerous 
gold mining camps sprouting up nearby. In 
the following years, as the miners managed to 
channel the Stanislaus River water to the gold 
canal diggings, the area became home to a 
growing number of settlers.

In the text, written by one of the first 
California gold prospectors, the author 
complains about the “unforeseen” problem 
of irrigation, shares news about his and his 
fellow “compañeros” latest achievement of 
building a windmill, and expresses his hopes 
of channeling the water from the Stanislaus 
River to a nearby ditch. In the other passages, 
Geo gives interesting details about his menus 
(“squirrels, a sprinkling of Ducks,” etc.), everyday 
clothes (“an old greasy worn out wool hat 
(hair uncombed) …”), favorite newspapers (“The 
Tribune,” “The Express,” etc.), Geo’s and his fellow 
peers’ preferred readings (anything about “the 
fair sex”), his state of health, weather conditions, 
“ferocious attacks of mosquitoes,” and the 
growing number of American gold miners 
arriving with “their mujeres.” Importantly, the 
author vividly describes the effect of the Gold 
Rush on the nearby city of Stockton only two 

months before its incorporation and highlights 
the skyrocketing rental prices: “Little shanties 
covered with cloth… without floors rent for $300 
a month.” The author also gives an overview 
of the recent developments in California, 
mentioning the great fire of San Francisco (May 
4, 1850) and “California’s admission…warmly 
appraised by slave states.” Geo supplements 
this “local digest” with an interesting remark 
on the early anti-slavery sentiments among the 
local gold miners, writing: “here nearly all from 
slave states say that they do not wish slavery & 
won’t have it.” Near the end of the letter, after 
meticulously describing his impressions of life 
among the other “Barbarians,” the author reveals 
his concerns about not being “able to abide a 
civilized community” anymore. Promising his 
family to bring back home “a lump of gold as big 
as a piece of chalk”, Danchy asks his parents to 
not worry because “a man can always get along 
in this country if… he can dig.”

Interestingly, the author uses a few Spanish 

words (“compañeros,” “casa,” “Señoritas,” “mujeres,” 
etc.) throughout his letter, clearly revealing the 
influence of Hispanic gold miners, who were 
among the first to haunt gold in the Stanislaus 
River area.

Overall, a historically significant, detail-rich 
California Gold Rush original autograph letter, 
written by one of the earliest gold miners in 
the Stanislaus River area, promising to bring 
back home “a lump of gold as big as a piece 
of chalk,” mentioning the latest news in the 
state (the great San Francisco Fire of 1850, 
skyrocketing rental prices in Stockton, early anti-
slavery sentiments, and the growing number 
of American gold miners arriving with “their 
mujeres”), and talking about the “unforeseen” 
problem of irrigation, “ferocious attacks of 
mosquitoes,” daily menus (“squirrels, a sprinkling 
of ducks,” etc.), etc
 Price: $1,750
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[CALIFORNIA – SACRAMENTO]
[Original Autograph Letter Signed by George Spurr - a Renowned Forty-Niner 
and Sacramento Pioneer, then the Owner of a “Tea and Coffee Saloon” on the K 
Street, Delivering the Latest News about His Correspondent’s Sons and Describing 
Sacramento’s “Deplorable Condition” during the 1853 Flood: “Streets are Like 
Swamp & Goods are again Transported in Flat Boats from the Levee to Places of 
Designation. All Business Matters Seem Suspended & Grim <…> Merchants Count 
their Future over Hot Stoves & Brandy Smashes…”]

04

Sacramento City: 30 March 1853. Quarto 
bifolium (ca. 25,5x18,5 cm). 3 pp. Brown ink on 
bluish wove paper. Fold marks, paper slightly 
age-toned, but overall a very good letter, written 
in a legible hand.

Historically significant California Gold Rush 
letter, talking about the flood in Sacramento, 
which followed the Great Fire on November 2, 
1852. The letter is written by George Graham 
Spurr, a California pioneer and forty-niner from 
New York State, who arrived in San Francisco in 
July 1849 and mined for gold near Sacramento. 
In 1851, he lost his arm in an encounter with a 
grizzly bear and then opened a small restaurant 
at No. 3, K Street (today’s Old Sacramento). 
Together with most of the city, Spurr’s restaurant 
was destroyed during Sacramento’s Great Fire 
on November 2, 1852, but he managed to 
rebuild it. After the flood in the spring of 1853, 
Spurr closed his restaurant and mined gold for a 
year, returning to New England in 1855. He later 
resigned in Boston and became famous after 
the publication of his book, titled “The Land of 
Gold: A Tale of ‘49” (Boston, 1881), describing 
his adventures in California. Spurr was one of 
the founders of the New England Association of 
Forty-Niners and served as its secretary for 15 
years.

The letter is addressed to the father of 
Spurr’s friends Robert Allison (1796-1875), 
then a resident of Whitestown (Oneida Co., NY). 
Apart from the description of the Sacramento 

flood, Spurr talks about Allison’s sons John (c. 
1826-?) and William (1831-1909), and several 
other young men from the same group (likely, 
from Oneida Co.), who came for gold mining in 
California. He also notes that one of the men, 
John Parker, has left for Oriskany (Oneida Co.), 
and Allison will see him soon.

Overall a nice early Sacramento letter written 
by a renowned New England forty-niner.
 Excerpts from the letter:
 “To Robert Allison, M.D.
Honoured Sir, <…> I intended a few days since to 
have given you a minute view of the events that 
have transpired since the memorable day 2nd 
Nov. [Sacramento Great fire], but day after day 
has passed till now tis’ too late <…>.
 I am at present located in K. St. keeping 
a tea & coffee saloon & doing comparatively 
well. Your son John & William together with 
[Paul?] Parkins left here a short time since 
for Washington on the South Juba, the said 
place being if you remember right our “head 
quarters” last summer. Before leaving, John sold 
his portion of the lot situated on the Levee for 
$500. This is very valuable property & in my 
opinion in selling this John sold his birth right.
I was very much opposed to John’s going to 
the mines this summer, as he has been very 
unsuccessful in his opperations [sic!] for the 
last year past, but as his opinion of the mines 
is much greater than mine, I grew cautious & 
spoke but once. John spoke strongly of going 
to [Australia?] previous to his departure for the 

mine & stated to me that should his trip prove 
fruitless, he should return in one month, then go 
for  [Australia?] <…>.
 Marcus Yarwood is with me having just 
recovered from a severe illness. He will remain 
here till able to work at something. Marcus has 
experienced considerable trouble arrising from 
his […?], the whole of which I fear he has lost 
from this sickness. John Parker left here the 26th 
inst. for Oriskany. You will probably see him by 
the time you receive this. I hear nothing from 
Jas. Lee. The last I heard from him, he was on 
[…?] Bar, Middle Feather River, as there is no 
communication between here & there. I don’t 
expect to hear from him, for some time. <…>
 Our City is again in a deplorable 
condition. We have experienced 3 days & 
nights of rain in succession. The river is again 
up to the top of the Levee & it is a matter 
of [speculation?] whether or no we escape a 
second inundation. The streets are like swamp & 

goods are again transported in flat boats from 
the Levee to places of designation. All business 
matters seem suspended & grim <…> merchants 
count their future over hot stoves & brandy 
smashes. Begging seems to be an every day 
occurrence even in rich California situation as 
I have a verry good opportunity to know. I have 
since I have been into business lost upwards of 
two hundred dollars from persons that were not 
able to buy their board <…>.”
 Price: $1,500
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[OREGON – ROGUE RIVER WAR]
[Collection of Two Original Autograph Letters Signed and Three Period Copies of 
Certificates of Service and Discharge, Detailing on the Medical Service and Supplies 
in the Second Regiment, Oregon Mounted Volunteers during the Rogue River War of 
1855-56].

05

Jacksonville & Fort Leland: 8 May, 10, 16, 28 
August, 4 September 1856. Five original Folio 
manuscripts, each ca. 30,5x19 cm. Four single 
leaves and one bifolium with 1, 4, 1, 1, 1 (=8) 
pp. of text. Brown ink on blueish wove and laid 
paper; all documents with more or less visible 
blind-stamped papermaker’s monograms in the 
left upper corners. All documents docketed on 
verso (the bifolium on verso of the first leaf). 
Fold marks and minor creases, one document 
with two minor tears on folds and a small loss 
on the upper margin not affecting the text, the 
bifolium with a minor loss on the right lower 
corner not affecting the text; overall a very good 
collection of legible documents.

Historically significant collection of original 
documents, giving insight into the organization 
of medical service and supplies in the Second 
Regiment, Oregon Mounted Volunteers in 
April-August 1856, during the last months of 
the Rogue River War. The war between the US 
Army, local militias and volunteers and the 
Native Americans from the Rogue River Valley 
area lasted from October 8, 1855 to June 1856, 
ending with the forceful removal of the native 
people to the Coast Reservation in southwestern 
Oregon. The Second Regiment of Oregon 
Mounted Volunteers was created on the basis of 
the so-called Northern and Southern volunteer 
battalions (formed by the proclamation of the 
Oregon Governor G.L. Curry on October 15, 1855) 
and was disbanded in July 1856.

The most interesting document is the original 
letter by one of the regiment’s surgeons, Dr. 
L.J. Coombs, reporting on his travels in April-

July 1856 and providing lists of medicines and 
supplies delivered to the camps of the Southern 
battalion in the Illinois Valley and the Applegate 
Creek, and to the hospitals at Fort Vannoy and 
Camp Meadows. Addressing M.C. Barkwell (then 
the Surgeon General of the Oregon Territory), 
Coombs also reports about “stale rations” and 
“many cases of diarrhea” among the troops in 
the Illinois Valley camp and lists the medicines 
and supplies lost during transportation.

The second letter, also addressed to M.C. 
Barkwell, was written by Henry Wixom, who 
came to California to mine gold in 1852. In ca. 
1854-56, he raised stock in the Rogue River 
Valley and operated “one of the stations for 
the Overland trail and stagecoach routes.” 
During the war, he “joined the company to quell 
the uprising of the Indians” and “asked to be 
admitted to the surgeon’s corps, as he had quite 
an intimate knowledge of medicine and nursing 
which he had learned from his father, Dr. Reuben 
Wixom.

Three one-page documents are the period 
copies of certificates of military service of the 
surgeons employed by the Oregon Mounted 
Volunteers. The documents copy M.C. Barkwell’s 
signatures and date back to August 1856. 
Overall an interesting collection of original 
manuscripts on the history of the medical 
service in Oregon during the Rogue River War. 

 Price: $3,250
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[CALIFORNIA – SAN FRANCISCO – CHINA - US TRADE]
[Historically Important Document of the American Chinese Trade and Chinese 
Migration to the US in the 1870s: A Large Purchase Bill for Over Forty Types of 
Products Ordered by the San Joaquin & Kings River Canal Co from One of the 
Leading San Francisco-based Importers of Chinese Goods, Tong Wo & Co. Among the 
Products Purchased for the Chinese Labor Force Are 20 Bottles of Gin, Tobacco, Silk 
Jackets, Cotton Shoes, Bamboo Brushes, Pills, Shrimps, Etc.]

06

San Francisco, 19 August, 1875. Quarto (ca. 
35x21.5cm or 13 ¾ x 8 ½ in). 2 pp. Brown ink 
on wove paper with the company’s official 
letterhead “Bought of Tong Wo & Co. Importers 
and Wholesale Dealers in Fine Basket Tea, Sugar, 
Rice, Opium, Oil, And Other Chinese Provisions, 
Etc.” The date and the name of the recipient of 
goods added in manuscript as “Aug 19th (187)5” 
and “San Joaquin + Kings River Canal Co.” Fold 
marks, but overall in a very good condition.

A large purchase bill for over forty types of 
products, documenting a sales deal between 
one of California’s first irrigation enterprises, 
San Joaquin & Kings River Canal Co, and one 
of the leading San Francisco-based importers 
of Chinese goods, Tong Wo & Co. The American 
Chinese trade began in 1784 when the 
American ship “Empress of China” departed 
for Canton, loaded with merchandise. In the 
following years, San Francisco became the west 
coast center of America and Chinese trade with 
the total value of Chinese imports amounting to 
over $1,600,000 by 1867.

Dated August 1875, this bill, for $28,406 
worth of goods payable in gold, was sent 
to the San Joaquin & Kings River Canal Co 
as it approached bankruptcy. The firm was 
established in 1871, and after failing to attract 
federal subsidies, slipped into a financial crisis 
that lasted until 1877. In the 1880s, following 
its reorganization, the company managed to 
construct a sixty-seven-mile-long “Main Canal” 
(from the San Joaquin River to Orostimba creek 

in Stanislaus County), at the time longer than 
“any other irrigating canal” in California. The 
company existed until 1951 and was succeeded 
by the Central California Irrigation District 
(CCID).

The sales document lists some of the most 
sought-after Chinese products in the US at the 
time: silk jackets and handkerchiefs, bamboo 
and woolen hats, Chinese shirts and pants, 
rice baskets, cotton shoes, chopsticks, bamboo 
brushes, etc. Among the other goods recorded in 
the bill are 20 gallons of gin, tobacco, vermicelli, 
preserved plums, garlic, pills, shrimps, boots, 
and envelopes. Most of this merchandise was 
apparently ordered for the Chinese labor force 
that the San Joaquin and Kings River Canal 
Co actively employed from the earliest days 
of its existence: “The San Joaquin and King’s 
River Canal and Irrigation Company have 100 
Chinaman at work and will have more as soon 
as harvest is over.” (The Sacramento Bee. 2 
Sep 1872. P.2.). Chinese immigration to San 
Francisco began shortly after the California Gold 
Rush and reached its peak in the 1870s, with 
over 12,000 Chinese immigrants arriving each 
year. Soon, intense competition between local 
workers and the cheap Chinese labor force led 
to massive protests in the US, which resulted 
in the prohibition of all immigration of Chinese 
laborers in 1882.

The goods were purchased from the Tong 
Wo & Co wholesale dealers in opium, fine 
basket tea, sugar, rice, oil, etc. The Chinese 
importer, with their head office located at 722 

Sacramento St., San Francisco, “established 
business here in 1853 and during the last 
year imported merchandise to the value of 
$340,000....” (The San Francisco Examiner. 16 
April 1893. P. 9). The company imported a variety 
of goods from China through the San Francisco 
port and soon emerged as one of the most 
influential Chinese import firms in the city. The 
company had another branch in Hawaii and 
apparently existed until the early 20th century.

Overall, an important document of both the 
early American Chinese trade and the Chinese 
migration to the US.

 Price: $750
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[DAKOTA TERRITORY - DEADWOOD OUTLAW]
[Autograph Letter Signed Regarding the Defense of Dakota Outlaw “Laughing Sam” 
(Samuel S. Hartman), and Mentioning the New Governor of the Dakota Territory 
William A. Howard, the First State’s Attorney of the Lawrence County A.J. Flanner, and 
Yankton’s Store Owner and Public Figure A.W. Lavender].
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Yankton, D[akota]. T[erritory]: 25 April 1878. 
Quarto (ca. 27,5x21 cm). 2 pp. Brown ink 
on watermarked laid paper, West’s printed 
letterhead on top. Ink stamp of “James O. Aplan 
Library Collection” on verso. Fold marks, but 
overall a very good letter.

Rare original Wild West letter, giving 
an insight into the 1878 trial of notorious 
Deadwood gambler and stagecoach robber 
Samuel S. Hartman, or “Laughing Sam.” The letter 
was written by Laughing Sam’s attorney Isaac E. 
West and addressed to “My dear Sheriff” – most 
likely, to the sheriff of Pennington County Frank 
P. Moulton (1845-1922), who based in Rapid City 
where Laughing Sam was being detained.

Laughing Sam, “a hard case <…> widely known 
in the [Black Hills]” (Three Omaha Men, while 
on their Way Home from Deadwood, Corraled 
and Robbed by Three Road Agents// St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat, 27 September 1877, p. 2), was 
a gambler and highway robber, active in and 
around Deadwood in the late 1870s and once 
was confronted by the famous Calamity Jane. 
He was known as a criminal who “moves around 
town by daylight searching for his victim, and 
when night comes invariably has two or three 
captured” (St. Louis Post-Dispatch (St. Louis, 
Missouri), 13 August 1877, p. 2).

In early 1878 Laughing Sam was arrested for 
robbery and had a trial in Rapid City. During the 
trial, he told the jury about “his life’s wanderings 
[which] carried him all over the western States 
and Territories, from Illinois, Mercer county, the 
place of his birth, to Mexico, Colorado, Salt Lake 
and the Buffalo country. He has been engaged 

in all kinds of business from driving government 
mules to hunting buffaloes, and from his 
statement, it has been a hard, laborious one, 
and from the sweat of his brow has he earned 
his bread” (All about Laughing Sam// The Black 
Hills Daily Times (Deadwood, South Dakota), 8 
October 1878, p. 1). Nevertheless, Laughing Sam 
was found guilty and sentenced to nine years 
and eight months, which he spent in the Detroit 
house of correction.

Isaac E. West was born in Shiloh, N.J. and 
started his law career in Newbern, N.C. in 1867, 
where “he acquired the title of judge which he 
now wears, being elected judge of probate and 
clerk of the superior court. <…> He resigned in 
1877 to come to Dakota and located at Yankton 
in the practice of law. He served as private 
secretary to Gov. Pennington and afterwards to 
Gov. Howard. In 1878 he was appointed deputy 
collector of internal revenue for North Dakota, 
having removed to Fargo. When the legislature 
created the board of railroad commissioners 
Gov. Ordway appointed Judge West a member 
and the present board has chosen him secretary. 
The judge is a member of the staff of Gen. 
Dennis, commander of the Dakota militia, and 
one of the most active officers of the G.A.R. <…> 
The judge is a staunch Republican but thinks 
better of Cleveland than he ever expected to of 
any Democrat in that position. He also favors 
the division of Dakota upon the 46th parallel, 
and the admission of two states” (The Saint Paul 
Globe (Saint Paul, Minnesota), 3 April 1886, p. 
11).

The letter also mentions the just appointed 
6th Governor of the Dakota Territory William A. 

Howard (in office: 1878-1880), Alonzo Joseph 
Flanner (1851-1913) - a resident of the Crook 
City and the first State’s Attorney of Dakota’s 
Lawrence County, and Captain A.W. Lavender 
(1842- after 1905), a grocery shop owner and 
a long-time resident of Yankton. The verso of 
the letter bears an ink stamp of the library of a 
noted South Dakota art and antique dealer and 
historian James O. Aplan (1931-2018).
 The text of the letter:
 «My Dear Sheriff,
 I received a letter from Laughing Sam 
Saturday asking if I had seen or heard from 
you, that he was anxious to see you &c. What 
in your opinion ought I to do in his matter? I 
wish to act fairly and honorably by him, but I 
am really unable financially to go to Rapid City 
and incur the expense of hotel bills &c. during 
what may be a tedious trial, with little prospect 
of remuneration. Yet I told him I would do so. 
If he can raise money to pay expenses only, I 
will gladly keep my promise & defend him to 
the best of my skill & ability. By the way did 
you use your warrant under the requisition you 

had when here? I wish you would counsel Sam 
about this matter & let me hear from you soon, 
as Court is not far off.
 Tell Flanner he owes me two letters & 
that I expect him to either discharge the debt 
or go into bankruptcy before they repeal the 
Statute. I have just gotten a job for Elk Point 
firm to file a Petition in bankruptcy for them, 
one partner has left the Terr. which complicates 
the matter very much. Gov. Howard has assumed 
the reigns. I think him very pleasant, he is old 
but has a clear head, has appointed me Private 
Secretary (which does not interfere with my 
law practice) and I remain in the room I have 
heretofore occupied.
 Mr. Lavender has gone East. Cap. rooms 
at my house, so I keep him straight. By the way, 
he has signed the Pledge “while yet the lamp 
holds out to burn,” &c.»

 Price: $1,850
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[WASHINGTON TERRITORY - YAKAMA]
[Historically Interesting Original Autograph Manuscript Letter Written by an Indian 
Agent Robert H. Milroy at Fort Simcoe during His Second Year of Service in Yakama, 
and Addressed to His Son Bruce Milroy in Olympia, Mentioning the Best Possible 
Route to Yakama and Talking About the “Hartsuck Note” Held Against Him by His 
Former Colleague in Puyallup].
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Fort Simcoe (Yakama), 2 March 1883. 2 pp. 
Quarto (ca. 24,5x19,5 cm or 9 ¾ x 7 ¾ in). 
Black ink on lined wove paper with the printed 
letterhead of “United States Indian Service,” 
the Agency, address, and date completed in 
manuscript as “Yakama,” “Fort Simcoe,” “Mch, 2, 
(188)3.” Fold marks, very mildly age-toned, small 
damp smears affecting two words (legible), but 
overall a very good interesting Yakama letter.

A historically interesting original autograph 
manuscript letter penned by the Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs and Indian Agent for the 
Yakama Agency, Gen. Robert H. Milroy (Ca. 1814-
1890). “Gen. Robert H. Milroy was born in Indiana 
in 1814. He was educated a lawyer, but served 
as a volunteer in the Mexican war. When the 
Civil War began he offered his services as a 
volunteer. He commanded a brigade of Indiana 
troops in West Virginia and in the Shenandoah 
valley.” (The Coshocton Tribune. 10 May 1886. 
P. 3). After the war, Milroy was a trustee of the 
Wabash and Erie Canal Company and, from 1872 
to 1875, served as the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs in the Washington Territory and an Indian 
agent for the following ten years.

Dated March 2, 1883, the letter was written 
at Fort Simcoe during Robert’s second year of 
service in Yakama and only a few months before 
he found himself “out of business…and in debt.”

Fort Simcoe was a United States Army fort 
erected in Yakama in 1856 to maintain an 
uneasy peace between the local Indian tribes 
and the settlers. In 1859, a year after the US 
victory in the war against the Yakama Indians, 

the fort was turned over to the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA). Facilities at Fort Simcoe 
were transformed into a boarding school, 
where Indian Agents and the BIA attempted 
to assimilate Yakama children into American 
culture.

Written on a paper with the Agency’s official 
letterhead, the letter is addressed to Robert’s 
son, a future judge and one of the pioneer 
attorneys of Yakama, Bruce Milroy (ca. 1858-
1935). In the letter, apparently sent to Olympia 
(Washington Territory), the author mentions 
another one of his sons, a judge and the 
founder of the first law firm in Yakama, Walt 
Milroy (1857-1935). The author plans Walt’s 
theoretical travel itinerary in case he wishes to 
visit his “Pa” and suggests taking the quickest 
and most popular route from Olympia, traveling 
by rail to the Fort of Dalles, and then covering 
the remaining distance of over 100 miles by 
stage to Yakama City. According to the July 29th, 
1884 edition of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 
Walter apparently did visit his father a few 
months after he received this letter: “Rev. J. R. 
Thompston and Walter Milroy of Olympia…have 
just returned from a trip across the mountains. 
They were in the Yakima country, and say that 
the ride is a rough one, but conducive of one’s 
weakened constitution. They drove a band of 
twenty horses across with them.” Milroy also 
thoroughly instructs the addressee of the letter, 
Bruce, on how to use the enclosed draft of 
$150 (from “rent of agency buildings”) to pay a 
note held against him by his former colleague 
Mark Hartsuck (1825-1898). The two apparently 

met during Milroy’s previous position as an 
Indian Agent in the Nisqually Agency (1872-
1882), where Mark worked as a boarding-school 
teacher. After providing detailed guidelines on 
the “Hartsuck note,” the author asks Bruce to 
immediately notify him once he receives the 
letter and to report to him the amount due 
“when this is paid.” Near the close of the letter, 
“sadly disappointed” Robert complains that he 
hasn’t heard from Bruce, or yet another of his 
sons, Val (the future postmaster of Olympia), and 
urges them to write more often.

In 1885, two years after this letter was 
written, Robert Milroy was removed from the 
position of the Indian Agent at Fort Simcoe 
due to the election of a new U.S. President 
from a different political party. A few months 
after his removal, Milroy wrote a letter to the 
Commissioner of Indian affairs: “I believe I have 
laid up some treasures in Heaven, but know I 
have laid up none on earth while in the service, 
as I leave it as poor as when I came into it… I 

quit the service without regret but with some 
annoyance on one point – that is, the manner 
of leaving it, being thrust out through the 
suspended door constructed by Congress for 
President’s to thrust out discovered rascals and 
incompetents from Government offices.” (The 
Washington Standard. 30 Apr 1886. P. 4).

Following his retirement, General Milroy 
moved to Olympia together with his wife and 
was soon diagnosed with chronic inflammation 
of the ligaments around the hip joint. Milroy 
died from heart failure in Olympia on May 29, 
1890.

Overall, a historically interesting letter written 
by the Indian agent Robert H. Milroy, mentioning 
the best possible route from Olympia to Yakama 
and talking about the “Hartsuck note” held 
against him by his former colleague in Puyallup.

 Price: $950
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[NEVADA – PETROGLYPHS]
[Historically Significant Collection of 102 Original Gelatin Silver Photos of 
Archaeological Excavations, Artefacts and Petroglyphs Discovered in Eastern Nevada 
by Members of the “National Cosmographic Society” (Ely), Which David Miles was 
a Secretary of; With a Later Manuscript Draft of a Letter (Most Likely, Authored by 
Miles) to an American Archaeologist Frank H.H. Roberts, Talking about His Latest 
Archaeological Discoveries near Potosi Mountain Southwest of Las Vegas].
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Photographs: ca. 1920s. 102 loose gelatin 
silver photos, including eighty-one larger 
ones (including eleven duplicates), ca. 12,5x18 
cm (5x7 in), and twenty-one smaller ones 
(including two duplicates), ca. 7x11,5 cm (2 
¾ x 4 ½ in). Fifteen photos with ink stamps 
“Printed and Guaranteed by Walkers Electric 
Studio, Ely, Nevada,” two photos – with ink 
stamps “Copyrighted Dave F. Miles, Ely, Nevada” 
on verso. About a dozen photos with pencil or 
ink captions on verso. The smaller photos are 
housed in a later envelope, inscribed “White 
River Narrows” and “E. of Ely.” Several photos 
with remnants of old mounts on verso, minor 
tears or creases on extremities, a couple of 
photos mildly faded, but overall a very good 
collection of strong interesting photos.

Manuscript: ca. 1940s-1950s. Eight loose 
leaves, ca. 27,5x21,5 cm (10 ¾ x 8 ½ in). Blue 
pencil on creamy wove paper, with several 
corrections in text. Paper with mild creases, the 
first leaf with several tears on extremities, but 
overall a very good manuscript.

Historically significant extensive collection 
of original photos and a detailed manuscript 
account documenting early amateur 
archaeological research and discoveries in 
Nevada. The collection originates from the 
estate of civil engineer David Francis Miles, who 
lived in several cities across Nevada (Carson 
City, Ely, Reno) and worked for the U.S. Bureau 
of Roads ([Obituaries]// Reno Gazette-Journal 
(Reno, Nevada), 4 Jan. 1977, p. 9). In 1925, Miles 

became one of the founders of the “National 
Cosmographic Society” in Ely, which was 
dedicated to “scientific research and study” and 
had “an especial interest in exploring natural 
caves, the sites of old Indian villages and Indian 
pictographs” of Nevada (Reno Gazette-Journal 
(Reno, Nevada), 6 Jun. 1925, p. 6). Among the 
other members were Reno attorney Talmage 
L. Smith, pioneer Nevada miner and amateur 
photographer John Wood Walker (1864-1933), 
local ranchers John Whipple (Ely), Francis 
Riordan (Sunny Side), and Ely resident Fred Lee 
Howard. According to contemporary newspaper 
reports, the society was mostly active in the 
1920s and explored Nevada’s Valley of Fire; an 
ancient city “which may have been of Chinese 
origin” near White Horse Springs; discovered 
a large cave in the Eagan Range and named it 
Whipple Cave after the society member; and 
also found ancient reservoirs near Ely (see the 
links to the articles below).

The larger photos show Nevada mountains, 
canyons and deserts, archaeological excavation 
sites and artifacts. There are also over thirty 
excellent views of petroglyphs. Several captions 
identify Mount Wheeler and Stella Lake (both 
in the Great Basin National Park) and Robinson 
Canyon near Ely. There are also great portraits 
of the survey party members - digging, resting 
next to their cabin and car or posing with the 
petroglyphs. The pencil caption on one of the 
photos identifies David Miles. Fifteen photos 
bear ink stamps of the amateur photography 
studio of the “Cosmographic Society’s” member 

John Walker, and two images have the printed 
copyright of David Miles.

As follows from the inscription on the 
envelope they are housed in, the smaller 
photos show the White River Narrows canyon 
(Lincoln Co.), now a part of the Basin and 
Range National Monument (created in 2015). 
The images include numerous views of the 
petroglyphs, portraits of the research party 
members and a picture of their car. One of 
the portraits identifies the person as “Cyril 
Miles, Cosmological Soc.” This was David Miles’ 
younger brother Cyril D. Miles (1905-1999), 
who also worked for the Nevada Department of 
Highways.

The photos are accompanied by an eight-

page manuscript, most likely written by David 
Miles and dating from the late 1940s – early 
1950s. This is a draft of a letter (with numerous 
corrections and additions) addressed to 
American archaeologist and anthropologist, 
Frank H.H. Roberts (1897-1966), who worked 
largely in the American West (Colorado, New 
Mexico, Arizona, Texas &c.). Roberts graduated 
from the University of Denver and earned his 
Ph.D. from Harvard University. He worked as an 
archaeologist with the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Bureau of Ethnology from 1926 until his 
retirement in 1964, serving as its Associate 
Director in 1947-1958. The letter is undated 
but titles Roberts as an “associate director” 
and therefore dates from the abovementioned 
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period. In the letter, the author describes his 
latest archaeological discoveries in the canyon 
within the “survey area” of “a 10.25 mile location 
of a new highway.” Most likely, this was Nevada’s 
State Route 16 (modern-day SR 160), which ran 
around the northern slopes of Mount Potosi 
southwest of Las Vegas. This conclusion stems 
from the author’s remark: “South-West of here 
is what is known as the “Old Spanish” or Potosi 
mine, worked by the Spaniards in the early days 
and as legend has it by the Indians before them 
for silver and zink.” Most likely, he talked about 
the Potosi Mine located on the southwestern 
slope of the mountain. Among interesting 
finds from the nearby caves, the author lists 
“pictographs,” “a petrified tree,” “metates,” 

“manos,” “a small obsidian point,” “numerous 
circles of rock,” &c. Overall an extensive 
content-rich collection of original photos and a 
manuscript giving a first-hand account of early 
archaeological research in Nevada.

Captions on verso of the photos: “Road work 
– 1925, Robinson Canyon, Ely, Dave Miles” (two 
different views); “David Miles”; “D.M.” (several 
photos); “Distance about […?] miles”; “Mt. 
Wheeler from place, D.M. (Dave Miles)”; “Mt. 
Wheeler. Taken by Dave Miles (Ely) from our 
plane “Pride of the [Yukon?]””; “Stella or Theresa 
Lake”; “Remington?, c. 1850-70”; “Cyril Miles, 
Cosmological Soc.

 Price: $3,750
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[ALASKA – KODIAK & RUSSIAN MISSION/IQUGMIUT]
[Collection of Two Original Manuscript Journals of Meteorological Observations with 
Additional Notes, Kept in St. Paul’s Harbour, Kodiak in 1838-1846 and the Kuigpak 
Russian Orthodox Mission (Iqugmiut/Russian Mission) on the Lower Yukon River in 
1848-1854].
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Ca. 1838-1846, 1848-1854. A Folio (ca. 37,5x23 
cm) and a Large Quarto (ca. 31x19 cm) journals. 
136 (18 blank) and 45 (16 blank) leaves. Brown 
and black ink on wove and laid paper. The 
Quarto journal with red ink corrections of dates 
in text. Folio journal: period brown quarter calf 
with marbled papered boards and a colour-
lettered title on the spine. Quarto journal: 
period style brown quarter calf with marbled 
papered boards and a colour-lettered title on 
the spine. The Folio journal with neatly repaired 
cracks on the spine, but otherwise a very good 
set of journals written in a legible hand.

Historically significant collection of two 
manuscript meteorological journals, likely 
period administrative copies, recording air 
temperature, winds, atmospheric pressure and a 
number of particular weather events observed 
in two settlements of Russian America in the 
1830s-1850s. The Folio journal contains over 
230 pages of meteorological data (on ca. 118 
leaves filled in on recto and verso), collected 
in St. Paul’s Harbour (now the city of Kodiak) – 
the largest settlement on Kodiak Island, Alaska. 
Founded in 1792, it became the first capital of 
Russian America (until the capital’s relocation to 
New Archangel/Sitka in 1804) and remained the 
administrative and commercial centre of Kodiak 
after the Alaska Purchase in 1867.

The main body of the “St. Paul’s Harbour” 
journal covers the chronological period from 
December 12, 1838 to September 20, 1843 and 
contains information on the date and hour of 
observation (8 am, 12 pm, 4 pm and 8 pm), air 
temperature (on the Reaumur scale), weather 

conditions (clear, overcast, cloudy, rainy, foggy, 
snowy, &c.), and the strength and directions of 
the wind. A separate, thirteen-page table records 
air temperature in January 1839 – February 
1841; an uncompleted five-page table records 
air temperature, atmospheric pressure, wind 
direction and weather conditions (in French) in 
January-April 1846.

The Quarto journal includes two manuscripts 
occupying over sixty pages and recording 
weather in the Russian Orthodox mission on the 
Kuigpak (lower Yukon) River from September 
1, 1848 to February 1850, and from September 
12, 1853 to June 24, 1854. Russian American 
Company established a fur trading post on the 
lower Yukon River near the Yupik village of 
Iqugmiut in 1837, which enabled a convenient 
overland crossing to the lower Kuskokwim 
River. Russian Orthodox mission was founded 
there in 1845 by Aleutian missionary Jacob 
Netsvetov (1802-1864). Born on Atka Island, 
in 1825, he became the first native Aleutian 
priest of the Russian Orthodox Church and 
served on the Atka Island for over ten years, 
where he built a church and a school. In 
1845-57, Netsvetov developed the Kuigpak 
Orthodox mission, continuously travelling 
along the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers and 
building a church in Iqugmiut village in 1851. 
For his missionary works, Jacob Netsvetov was 
canonized by the Orthodox Church of America 
in 1994. The journal covers the early period of 
the settlement’s existence and falls completely 
within Jacob Netsvetov’s tenure at the mission.

The entries include the information on the 
date of observation (most likely, given in the 

Old Style; the red ink corrections apparently 
add the dates in the New Style), the height of 
mercury in the barometer (at 6 am, 12 pm, and 6 
pm), the strength and direction of the wind, and 
“the state of weather” (clear, overcast, cloudy, 
rainy, fog, snow, &c.). A column titled “Special 
notes” includes over fifty longer or shorter 
entries reporting various events, recorded in 
the mission: the dates of the first snow, the first 
ice and the breaking of the ice on the Kuigpak 
and Kuskokwim Rivers and near St. Michael 
Redoubt in the Norton Sound, aurora borealis, 
moon halo, extreme cold and snow storms, the 
number of fish spotted in the rivers during a 

particular fishing season, hunger among the 
natives, epidemics, wildfires, an earthquake 
in the nearby Paimiut village, &c. A separate 
page describes the weather in January 1854 
(temperatures, winds, aurora borealis). Overall 
an important content-rich original source on the 
history of climate change and meteorological 
observations in Russian Alaska in the first half 
of the 19th century.
 Excerpts from the “Special Notes” in the 
Kuigpak Mission’s journal:
“1 September 1848. There was very little fish 
in the autumn in the Kuskokwim and Kuigpak 
Rivers and their tributaries. Generally, the year of 
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1848 was a hungry one, many natives left their homes in hope of bigger abundance in other places, 
but there they also found shortage. There was an epidemic in the second half of this month, similar 
to the one in the summer of 1851, but in a weaker degree, - a strong cough with prickling pain in 
the stomach, but there were not many cases of death. On the 16th, the first snow fell and covered 
the ground for ¼ of arshin.
29 October 1848. The Kuigpak is covered entirely with ice.
July 1849. Around the second half of the month, there were frequent fogs with the smell of the 
burning forest.
October 1849. On the night from the 30th to the 31st there was a bright aurora borealis.
January 1850. During the winter of 1849-50, there was an extremely small number of fish in the 
Kuigpak, Kuskokwim and their tributaries. Many natives moved to different sites in the hope of 
bigger abundance, but also found hunger there.
30 January 1830. The cold was so cruel that even local dogs, used to strong frosts, were dying. <…>
September 1853. On the 19th the ice appeared on the Kuigpak opposite the Nulato odinochka 
[post]. <…> On the 24th the ice appeared on the Kuigpak opposite Iqugmiut.
25 October 1835. For the first and last time this year, a few lampreys were caught. This fish can be 
found only in Kuigpak and runs in abundance in the autumn, but there are years, like this one, when 
there is no lamprey run.
1 November 1853. In the native village of Paimiut (100 verstas from the mission to the east), an 
earthquake was felt from S. to N. Earthquakes are rare here, and the previous one happened more 
than sixty years ago.
1 December 1853. A bright whitish round near the moon.
1 March 1853. Strong snowstorm and blizzard from 4 pm.
13 March 1853. Bright aurora borealis from midnight to sundown.
April 1854. The winter of 1853-1854 here in Iqugmiut, in the St. Michael Redoubt (about 600 or 700 
verstas to the WNW from Iqugmiut), in the Nulato odinochka (600 and more verstas from Iqugmiut 
to NNW if sailing up the Kuigpak, but much less [if going] straight) and along the entire coast of 
the Bering Sea, was not cold, and a rare abundance of reindeer was observed. We encountered 
numerous herds of them. Fish was also abundant, except for lampreys, which didn’t come at all this 
year.

8 May 1854. The sea [near St. Michael Redoubt] is covered with snow and ice, and natives ride 
across in dogsleds without trouble. But if looking from Cape Stephens through the spyglass, quite 
large patches of open water are seen far from shore.

11 May 1854. At 1 pm the ice broke on Kuigpak and partly stopped.
25 May 1854. Kuigpak has cleared from ice, but sometimes the river carries trees.
29, 30 and 31 May 1854. The river carries a lot of trees and debris.
30 May 1854. The last ice was carried away by the wind from WSW, and the sea is completely 

cleared near St. Michael’s Redoubt. By the ten-year observations and notes of Russians, who have 
lived here for a long time, it can be said that Kuigpak by one month and the sea near St. Michael’s 
Redoubt by six weeks free of ice later than the Neva River in St. Petersburg. In 1845 at St. Michael’s 
Redoubt the sea was freed from ice on May 24. In 1849 – on June 14. In 1853 – on May 31. The 
summer of this year (1853) was cold and rainy, but the spring was early and warm.

 Price: $25,000
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[ALASKA - KENAI PENINSULA – GOLD RUSH]
[Historically Significant Private Archive Documenting the Experiences of a Gold 
Prospector during the Kenai Peninsula Gold Rush (1895-98); the Archive Consists 
of Wiswell’s Pocket “Excelsior” Diary with over 60 Pages of Entries; Two “Notices of 
Location” for the Claims in the Turnagain Arm Mining District, Two Related Power 
of Attorney Documents; a Letter to Wiswell Addressed to him at “Hope City, Cook’s 
Inlet, Alaska;” and a Receipt for His Return Passage to Seattle; All Dated “1896”].
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Diary: ca. 1896. 12,5x8 cm (4 ¾ x 3 ¼ in). 
Standard pocket full calf “Excelsior” diary with 
a closing flap. Ca. 100 leaves (first twenty 
leaves with the printed calendar and practical 
information). Over 60 pages (30 leaves) filled 
in pencil with the entries for April-September 
1896. Pencil signature “Geo. E. Wiswell” on the 
front pastedown endpaper, additional pencil 
notes on the rear free endpaper. Several dried 
Alaskan flowers and a ptarmigan feather laid 
in between the pages. Covers rubbed, several 
leaves with stains not affecting the text; overall 
a very good diary. Papers: six documents from 
ca. 25,20 cm (10x8 in) to ca. 8x21 cm (3 ¼ x 8 
¼ in). All dated May, June or August 1896. Black 
ink and pencil on lined paper. Fold marks, two 
documents with some ink smearing from being 
wet, but readable; overall in very good condition.

Historically significant original archive with 
a first-hand account of the Kenai Peninsula 
Gold Rush which started a year earlier than 
the famous Klondike rush and, in some ways, 
became its forerunner. Gold had been found 
in the Kenai River already in 1849, but major 
interest in the area started only in the 1880s, 
with more discoveries in the neighbouring 
creeks. The 1894 gold discoveries in the Bear 
and Palmer Creeks flowing to the Turnagain 
Arm led to the rush of local prospectors to the 
Resurrection Creek basin. The major discovery 
on the Mills Creek in 1895 caused the next 
year’s largest stampede of the time to the easily 
accessible Kenai Peninsula. “Several thousand 
men, some state the number as high as 3,000 
are said to have landed at Tyonok en route for 
Turnagain Arm <…> This was the banner year 
on Canyon Creek, 327 men being engaged in 
mining its gravels during the summer <…> A 
second rush into the Turnagain Arm field took 

place in 1898. This was partly an overflow 
from the Yukon stampede <…>. A majority of 
the men who first entered the field (1894-95), 
as well as a few of those who took part in the 
stampedes of 1896 and 1898, were experienced 
miners. <…> On the other hand, most of the 
later comers were inexperienced in any kind 
of mining and many were scarcely able to take 
care of themselves. <…> It is doubtful if there is 
any other part of Alaska where time and money 
have been wasted in a more enthusiastically 
ignorant manner <…> than some places in the 
Kenai Peninsula. The field did not justify the 
presence of any such numbers as came, and 
disappointment was the only result possible 
for most of them…” (Moffit, F. Mineral Resources 
of Kenai Peninsula, Alaska. Gold Fields of the 
Turnagain Arm Region. Washington, 1906, p. 9).

This archive belonged to one of the Kenai 
Peninsula gold prospectors, George E. Wiswell, 
who joined the 1896 stampede. Originally from 
East Machias (Maine), he travelled in April 1896 
to the Turnagain Arm on board the steamer 
“Utopia” from Seattle. Together with another 
steamer “Lakme,” the “Utopia” had difficulties 
with proceeding up the inlet full of floating ice 
and was stranded for about two weeks, with 
the rations for the passengers significantly cut; 
“Utopia’s” captain got very sick and almost died 
(see more about “Utopia’s” voyage: The Utopia 
Here. Capt. O’Brien tells his story of the trip and 
says there was no lack of food// The Seattle 
Post-Intelligence. 3 June 1896, p. 2). After his 
arrival to the mouth of the Resurrection Creek 
where a new mining camp named “Hope” had 
just been established, Wiswell prospected 
his claims on the Resurrection Creek and its 
tributary Fox Creek and made two trips to 
the Canyon and Mills Creeks’ basins where 
he worked on several other claims. His gold 

prospecting turned out disappointing, and he 
left for Seattle on board the schooner “Sophia 
Sutherland” on August 26.

His diary accurately records the events of 
practically every day from April 4 through 
September 13, 1896, covering his voyages on 
“Utopia” and “Sophia Sutherland,” trips to the 
Resurrection, Fox, Juneau, Kenai, Mills, Canyon 
Creeks, and gold prospecting. Concise but full 
of content, the entries create a captivating 
picture of the life of an Alaskan gold prospector. 
Writing with numerous spelling mistakes and 
abbreviations, Wiswell talks about his gold 
panning, prospecting with a rocker, building 
a dam, going on strenuous hikes along rough 
mountainous trails, accidents and thefts in 
mining camps; he regularly notes on the 
weather (“plesent,” cold, rainy etc.), shooting 
game for food and the menu of his meals, 
annoying “misquitos” and “moos flys,” mentions 
the noteworthy events (an earthquake, the first 
white woman in the camp, a $42 dollar gold 
nugget he was shown, etc.) The entry for July 

4 contains the familiar refrain of an Alaska 
prospector: “Abandoned the crick at 10 a.m. No 
good…”; and the entry for June 11 mentions 75 
prospectors leaving Hope on a steamer - “lotts 
disgusted & going back.”

Separate pages of the diary contain Wiswell’s 
list of supplies which included among others “2 
cloth bags, 1 hunting knife, knives & forks, <…> 
6 pairs socks, cheese cloth, claim bills, buttons, 
pack straps, rubber goods, 1 tent, <…>, 1 pairs 
overalls…”; “beans, bacon, sugar, salt, peaches, 
pepper, rice, milk, apples, coffee, tea, flower”, 
and others. The diary also houses several dried 
Alaskan flowers inserted between the leaves, 
one is captioned “picked on the sumitt [sic!] 
7.000 feet above sea level, July 26, 1896, Cook’s 
Inlet, Alaska.” There is also a ptarmigan feather 
found on a “sumitt” during his hike.

Overall a unique private archive with a vivid 
first-hand account of gold prospecting during 
the 1896 stampede year of the Kenai Peninsula 
gold rush.

 ON HOLD
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[RUSSIAN FAR EAST – DE KASTRI & KAMCHATKA]
[Album of Fifteen Original Watercolour Views, Showing Russian Post Alexandrovsky 
(now De-Kastri, Khabarovsk Krai), “River Du,” Petropavlovsk and Paratunka River on 
Kamchatka in the 1880s].

12

Ca. 1884-1886. Oblong Folio (22x35 cm). 15 
card stock leaves with watercolours and two 
leaves with period ink annotations at the front. 
Watercolour and pencil on paper. All but two 
watercolours with period ink numbers and/or 
captions in the upper or lower corners. Most 
leaves with red ink stamps of a Russian antique 
dealer Vladislav Kasperovich (1948-2015) on 
verso. Three leaves with unfinished ink sketches 
on verso. Period style green half morocco with 
cloth boards; spine with raised bands. Paper 
slightly age-toned, occasional minor water 
stains, one leaf with minor tears on the upper 
margin neatly repaired, but overall a very good 
album with beautiful watercolour sketches.

Unique collection of beautiful watercolour 
views of the Russian Far East and Kamchatka, 
dating back to the 1880s. Nine watercolours 
show general and detailed views of the Russian 
Post Alexandrovsky and De-Kastri settlement in 
the Bay de Castries (modern-day Chikhachyov 
Bay, Khabarovsk Krai), located on the eastern 
shore of the Strait of Tartary, opposite Sakhalin 
Island. The settlement was founded in 1853, 
“although the land where it was situated would 
not officially be Russian territory until the 
signing of the Treaty of Aigun five years later” 
(Wikipedia). It was in the Bay de Castries, that 
ships of the Russian Pacific fleet hid from the 
superior French and British forces during the 
Crimean War in 1854. Russian ships managed to 
escape to the mouth of the Amur River through 
the Strait of Tartary because the British and 
French didn’t know that Sakhalin was an island. 
Anton Chekhov visited De-Kastri just a few 
years after the drawings were made, in 1890, 

and described it in his book “Ostrov Sakhalin” 
(M., 1895). The settlement endured Japanese 
occupation during the Russo-Japanese war 
(1904-1905), military engagements between 
the White forces and the Red Army during the 
Russian Civil War (1917-1923), and construction 
of Soviet defence fortifications during the 1930s 
and 1940s. In 1950-1953, De-Kastri housed a 
gulag camp, which provided a workforce for 
constructing the tunnel under the Strait of 
Tartary, aiming to connect Sakhalin with the 
mainland. The work stopped after the death of 
Stalin. Nowadays, De-Kastri is known for being 
one of the largest oil export terminals in the Far 
East, mainly oriented on deliveries of Sakhalin 
crude oil to Asian markets.

The album includes two general views of 
De-Kastri and seven detailed and thoroughly 
annotated views of its interior, showing 
military barracks, armoury, telegraph station, 
infirmary, warehouses, “the building of the naval 
department,” “the guards’ house,” communal 
kitchen, houses of local merchants Kordes and 
Khvostov, “my dwelling,” skating rink, “logs for 
the construction of the church” &c. One drawing 
shows “River Du about 100 versts from De-
Kastri” (possibly, River Duki, a tributary of River 
Amgun which itself flows into the Amur River), 
with the comment: “the river is so abundant 
with trout that it can be caught by bare hands.”

The other five watercolours are of Kamchatka. 
A well-executed sketch shows “Porotunka River” 
(Paratunka River, southwestern Kamchatka) 
with the comment “a remarkable spot due to 
warm sulphur springs with water up to 50°. The 
same place also stands out for its abundance 
of bears, and maybe in this regard, it’s the only 
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one in the world. During one day, I saw six bears, 
of which I killed one”. The other views do not 
specify where they were taken but most likely 
depict Petropavlovsk. A general view shows 
the Petropavlovsk waterfront and a part of 
the Avacha Bay with the Koryaksky volcano in 
the background and the bell tower of the old 
Petropavlovsk cathedral in the centre. The other 
three drawings (one unfinished) show a coastal 
settlement and a part of a harbour, possibly 
Petropavlovsk or its environs.

The artist, who created the watercolours, 
was most likely Mikhail Panov, who served as 
the head of the meteorological station at Post 
Alexandrovsky in 1879[or 1880]-1885 and took 
several views of the settlement and its environs, 
as well as portraits of the locals. According 
to an article from a Khabarovsk newspaper, 

some of Panov’s works were presented to the 
administration of De-Kastri municipality by one 
of the descendants in 2020. As follows from 
a Russian genealogical forum, Mikhail Panov 
came to Siberia from western Russia in the 
1870s and in 1879 married Anastasiya Golovnya, 
the daughter of a Transbaikalia Kossack from 
Troitskosavsk. In the 1870s and 1880s, Panov 
worked for several gold mining enterprises 
in the Amur River basin, including the Amgun 
gold mines of a Blagoveshchensk merchant 
Kh. Tetyukhov. In 1879[or 1880]-1885, Panov 
served at the meteorological station in Post 
Alexandrovsky, De-Kastri. After 1889 the family 
moved to Irkutsk, where Panov died in 1892.

Overall a rare historically significant 
collection of beautiful watercolour views of De-
Kastri and Kamchatka in the mid-1880s.

 Price: $9,500

12
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[JAPAN - PERRY EXPEDITION – BLACK SHIP SCROLL]
[Large Original, Very Finely Hand-Painted “Black Ship Scroll,” with Twenty-Two 
Watercolour Scenes and Portraits, Illustrating the Negotiations in Yokohama during 
Commodore Matthew Perry’s Naval Expedition to Japan and the Signing of the 
Treaty of Kanagawa in February-March 1854].

13

Several scenes dated Kaei 7 [1854], but possibly 
a slightly later, Meiji period copy. Hand-painted 
scroll ca. 1085x27,5 cm (ca. 35 ½ ft x 10 ¾ 
in). Ink and watercolour on rice paper, neatly 
remounted, with a silk cover and string attached 
to the outer end of the scroll. Housed in a more 
recent custom-made wooden box ca. 8x32x7,5 
cm (3 x 12 ¾ x 2 ¾ in). Occasional very minor 
repaired wormholes, but overall a beautiful 
scroll in very good condition.

Large rare beautiful very finely hand-painted 
“Black Ship Scroll” with a pictorial record 
of the negotiations of the first American-
Japanese Treaty of Kanagawa which was signed 
in Yokohama on March 31, 1854. The Treaty 
resulted from Commodore Matthew Perry’s two 
naval expeditionary missions to Japan (July 1853 
and February-March 1854) and effectively ended 
220 years of Japan’s isolation from the western 
world. Perry first arrived at the Edo Bay in July 
1853 and then returned in February 1854. He 
was allowed to land at Kanagawa, the site of 
modern-day Yokohama, on March 8, 1854, where 
a special “Treaty House” was erected onshore. 
The negotiations lasted for almost a month, 
accompanied by the presentation of gifts from 
the American President to the Japanese Emperor 
and vice versa, contests by sumo wrestlers, drills 
of American marines, banquets &c. After the 
Treaty was signed, Perry and his ships cruised in 
the Edo Bay and departed for Simoda on April 
11-18, 1854.

The scroll contains twenty-two hand-
painted watercolours; seven of which are 
large panoramas or views (from 50 to almost a 

meter long), showing the Black Ships arriving 
at the Edo Bay and then staying anchored at 
night; Yokohama harbour with Perry’s ships, the 
Japanese fleet and the site of the reception; 
American troops disembarking and lining up 
before the reception and Japanese officials 
seated in attendance; plan of the “Treaty 
House;” a view of USS “Powhatan” and a gallery 
of presents brought by the Americans. The 
other slightly smaller watercolours (about 
37 cm long) include a map of Edo Bay (the 
red triangles indicate canon placements), 
eight well-annotated views of the American 
ships and cutter boats (USS Macedonian, USS 
Lexington, USS Susquehanna, USS Vandalia, 
USS Saratoga &c.), a detailed drawing of an 
American steamer’s deck, a close-up portrait 
of Commander Henry A. Adams (second-in-
command during Perry’s expedition) and his son 
(Henry Adams Jr., 1833-1878), a group portrait of 
American naval personnel, a view of the grave of 
an American Mariner Robert Williams (buried in 
Yokohama on March 9, 1854), &c. The drawings 
are generally well-annotated; the captions 
often attempt to transliterate English words 
and names and, on several occasions, try to 
reproduce English letters. Overall a historically 
significant, very large and beautifully painted 
“Black Ship Scroll.”

“Universal concern bred a variety of means 
by which news of the Americans was spread 
throughout the land. One popular and attractive 
device was the painted pictorial with text done 
in scroll format. Many were produced, often 
in duplicate, and they circulated widely. The 
paintings are not high art; on the contrary, 
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they are works of the artisan and not of the 
legitimate artist. The usage “Black Ship Scrolls” 
was coined subsequently and is a reference 
to the colour of Commodore Perry’s ships. Not 
many Black Ships Scrolls have survived” (The 
Black Ships Scrolls [pdf], p. [2]/ Perry in Japan: a 
Visual History/ Brown University Library Center 
for Digital Scholarship; http://library.brown.edu/
cds/perry/scrolls_psnc.html).

“When visiting the ships, the mandarins and 
their attendants were never at rest; but went 
about peering into every nook and corner, 
peeping into the muzzles of the guns, examining 
curiously the small arms, handling the ropes, 
measuring the boats, looking eagerly into the 
engine room, and watching every movement of 
the engineers and workmen <…> They were not 
contented with merely observing with their eyes, 
but were constantly taking out their writing 
materials, their mulberry-bark paper, and their 
India ink and hair pencils, which they always 
carried in a pocket within the left breast of their 
loose robes, and making notes and sketches. 

The Japanese had all apparently a strong 
pictorial taste and looked with great delight 
upon the engravings and pictures which were 
shown to them, but their own performances 
appeared exceedingly rude and inartistic. Every 
man, however, seemed anxious to try his skill at 
drawing, and they were constantly taking the 
portraits of the Americans, and sketches of the 
various articles that appeared curious to them 
<…>” (Hawks, F.L. Narrative of the Expedition of 
an American Squadron to the China Seas and 
Japan, Performed in the Years 1852, 1863, and 
1854, Under the Command of Commodore M.C. 
Perry… New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1856, p. 
417).

Most of the Perry scrolls date from after 
1858 and many of them are crude and 
derivative copies. However, the present is an 
artistically very finely executed copy based on 
contemporary eyewitness accounts that were 
highly likely created very close to the time of 
the events shown.

 Price: $37,500
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[NEPAL]
[Autograph Letter Signed to a Superior (Most likely Governor-General of Bengal, 
Francis, Earl of Moira (later 1st Marquis of Hastings) Reporting the Latest 
Intelligence Including Troop Strengths and Movements of the Gurkhas (Nepali 
Troops) in the Anglo-Nepalese War (1814-16)].

14

Hawalbagh (India): 18th Dec. 1815. Quarto (ca. 
25x20 cm). 6 pp. Brown ink on beige wove paper. 
Original fold marks, otherwise in very good 
condition.

A historically important letter written by 
Gardner from Hawalbagh during the ratification 
period of the Treaty of Segauli. The letter starts 
with information about Nepali troop strength 
in Kumaon which «does not appear to be above 
four or five hundred men at present» Other 
Nepalese troops «are said to have gone to the 
East towards Nepal.» Generally of the Nepalese 
troops «there does not seem to be any of that 
bustle among them that one would expect on 
the eve of an invasion notwithstanding the 
warlike preparations on our side - it certainly 
has not the appearance of war on the part 
of the Gurkhas.» Also mentioned is a letter 
Gardner received from Colonel Gardiner from 
the Gurakhpur frontier where Gardiner says 
«nobody knows anything about the Gurkhas 

in that quarter. That they are neither seen nor 
heard of or appear from what he can learn, to be 
making any preparations for defence, however 
in not seeing them he says is no proof that they 
are unprepared for us.»

Gardner «played a crucial role in bringing 
Nepal into treaty relations with the British in 
India» (Watson, Lost Botanist of Nepal). For 
his services Gardner was rewarded by being 
made Resident (Honoray Consul) to the court 
of the Rajah in Kathmandu in 1816, where he 
remained as Resident for the next 14 years; 
«With his deep understanding and strong liking 
of the people of Nepal, he was the perfect 
person for the job and against the odds he 
largely succeeded» (Watson). Gardner was also 
a passionate plant collector but his «prolific 
collections and his pioneering contribution 
to Himalayan botany are largely unknown to 
modern botanists» (Watson). 

 Price: $1,250

15[AMERICAN TOURISTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, SRI LANKA & INDIA]
[Beautiful Custom Bound Keepsake Diary (Typewritten Manuscript) of a Leisure Trip 
of an Affluent California Family in ca. 1905 across the Mediterranean, Holy Land, 
Egypt, Sri Lanka, and India, Presented to the Compiler’s Father and Illustrated with 
Thirty-Four Original Photos Taken on the Trip; the Diary is Titled:] To Papa from Alla. 
Souvenirs d’affection. Dec. 25, 1918.

Ca. early 1900s & 1918. Octavo manuscript 
(ca. 22x16,5 cm). 35, [3], [9 - blank] leaves. 
Typewritten text on wove paper. Humorous 
typewritten note on one of the leaves at rear 
“Autograph Edition. One copy of this Edition 
de Luxe has been prepared on hand-made old 
Stratford paper.” With thirty-four original gelatin 
silver photos from ca. 9x14 cm (3 ½ x 5 ½ in) to 
ca. 5,5x10 cm (2x4 in). Ten photos with period 
ink captions on the mounts. Luxurious period 
brown full morocco with gilt-tooled borders 
and decorations on the boards and the spine; 
gilt-lettered title on the spine. Ink stamp of 
“Himebaugh & Browne” on verso the front free 
endpaper. Paper slightly age-toned, a few photos 
mildly faded, but overall a handsomely bound 
well-preserved diary illustrated with strong 
interesting photos.

Handsomely bound illustrated manuscript 
diary, documenting an affluent California 
family’s leisure trip around the Mediterranean, 
the Holy Land, Egypt, Sri Lanka, and India in 
the early 1900s. The diary was compiled by Alla 
Sarah Henshaw, the elder daughter of California 
industrialist William Griffith Henshaw, who 
founded the Riverside Cement Company and the 
San Diego Water Company, built Lake Henshaw 
(a major water reservoir in San Diego County) 
and “was the main force behind Lake Hodges” in 
the city of San Diego (see more about William 
Henshaw: http://www.rawbw.com/~hinshaw/
cgi-bin/id?6022). Alla Sarah was his daughter 
in the marriage with Mehitable (Hetti) Stuart 
Tubbs (1861-1943). After spending several years 
in Europe, she returned to San Francisco in 
1906 and became a popular society figure and 
married mining engineer Harry Chickering in 
1907. Later the couple divorced, and Alla Sarah 
got married two more times, adopting two 
children.

The diary, completed in 1918, documents the 
trip which the Henshaw family took in the early 
1900s, starting in Paris and then going to Rome, 
Naples, Corfu, Athens, Constantinople, Damascus, 
Baalbek, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Cairo. 
From there, the travellers went up the Nile to 
the First Cataract at Aswan and “on the 7th of 
February set sail at last for Colombo” on board 
the German steamer “Prinz Leopold.” In Sri Lanka, 
they also visited “Kandry” (Kandy) and “Venralia” 
(apparently Nuwara Eliya) and stayed overnight 
in a government rest house in Anuradhapura. 
During the “long trip [by a private car] from 
one end of India to the other,” the party visited 
Madura (Madurai), Trichinapoli (Tiruchirappalli), 
Madras (Chennai), Benares (Varanasi), Agra, etc. 
The two photos at the rear show “Elephants at 
work at Rangoon, Burmah” and a view “On the 
road to Mandalay, Irrawaddy River, Burmah,” 
which indicates that the Henshaw’s also went 
to Myanmar. Interesting entries include Alla’s 
impressions on the life of women in Turkey 
(p. 9), Ottoman Sultan’s public procession in 
Constantinople on Fridays (pp. 10-11), Christmas 
service in the Church of Nativity in Bethlehem 
(pp. 15-17), River Jordan (pp. 18-19), cruise 
up the Nile onboard “Cook & Son’s” steamer 
“Rameses” and the visit of the Aswan Dam, “the 
largest and most remarkable in the world,” but 
“not completed yet” (Aswan Low Dam was built 
in 1899-1902, pp. 20-21). There are also notes 
on Alla’s “very first ball” in Cairo when she was 
allowed her “first décolleté,” a snake charmer’s 
performance in Colombo (p. 30), searching for 
pearls in oysters in Anuradhapura (p. 33), the 
interior of the custom made car they drove in 
India (pp. 34-35), etc.

The photos include a group portrait of the 
Henshaw family dressed in traditional Middle 
Eastern costumes, street views of Cairo (“scene 
taken from verandah at Shepherd’s Hotel”), 
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images of the Nile, Egyptian temples, carriages 
decorated with flowers during a parade at the 
Gezirah Palace in Cairo, a portrait of Alla and 
her sister Florence (1889-1948) swimming in 
a makeshift pool on board of a steamer on the 
way to Colombo, scenes in Sri Lanka and India, 

15 burning ghats in Benares, “yogi at his matinal 
devotions,” etc. Overall an attractive manuscript, 
providing an insight into the history of luxury 
American tourism to the Middle East and South 
Asia in the early 20th century.

 Price: $2,250
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[JAMAICA - HURRICANE]
[Collection of Three Original Manuscripts, Reporting on the Voyage to Jamaica of 
a British Merchant Brig “Jane” in August 1780 – March 1781, Including a Detailed 
Account of “Jane’s” Wreck and Damage in the Mouth of the Great River during the 
Savanna-la-Mar Hurricane on October 3, 1780].

16

Montego Bay (Jamaica), 10 January 1781; 
London, 24 July and 31 August 1781. Three 
folded Folio manuscripts: two folio bifoliums 
ca. 36,5x22,5 cm and ca. 44x27,5 cm, and a 
single folio leaf ca. 40,5x26 cm. 3, 3 and 1 pp. 
All written in brown ink on watermarked laid 
paper, each docketed on the last blank page. Two 
signed by deponents and notaries, one with two 
tax stamps and a notarial seal. Fold marks, but 
overall a very good collection of manuscripts 
written in a legible hand.

Historically significant collection of three 
original manuscripts documenting the voyage 
to Jamaica of a British merchant brig “Jane” in 
August 1780 – March 1781, with a detailed 
eye-witness account of the Savanna-la-Mar 
Hurricane on October 3, 1780, which seriously 
damaged “Jane” and destroyed a large part of 
her cargo. The Savanna-la-Mar Hurricane ran 
on October 1-3, 1780, mostly affecting Jamaica, 
where it destroyed the community of Savanna-
la-Mar and Lucea, killed 360 people in the 
town of Montego Bay and sank several British 
naval ships (“Monarch,” “Victor,” “Barbadoes,” 
“Scarborough”). The hurricane is a part of the 
1780 Atlantic hurricane season, which became 
“the deadliest Atlantic hurricane season in 
recorded history” (Wikipedia).

The collection includes an affidavit signed by 
“Jane’s” Captain James Jones, first mate William 
Barrey and boatswain Sever Brown, with an 
hour-by-hour account of the events on board 
during the hurricane on October 3, 1780. The 
affidavit, dated “Montego Bay, January 10, 1781”, 
was witnessed by Samuel Mottershed, Esq. (a 

Justice for the St. James parish, Jamaica) and 
certified by Ralph Montague (notary public 
in Montego Bay, St. James parish). The second 
document is an extensive “Declaration of a 
protest,” signed by Captain Jones and first mate 
William Barrey, which describes the entire 
“Jane’s” voyage with an emphasis on the events 
of the hurricane and its outcomes, including 
the description of the direction and strength 
of the wind and the rising of the sea level on 
October 3. The document is dated July 24, 1781 
and is certified by London notary Wilson Forster. 
The last document is a period copy of Jane’s 
portledge bill (January 1780 - September 1781), 
listing twenty-six crew members (including 
Captain), their stations (boatswain, cooks, mates, 
seamen, boys), length of service and wages due 
and paid. Overall an important eye-witness 
account of the 1780 Atlantic hurricane season.

A brief history of “Jane’s” 1780-81 voyage to 
Jamaica:

The brig arrived in Kingston from London 
on August 1, 1780, under the escort of HMS 
“Thunderer” and other British men-of-war. On 
August 21, she sailed for the Black River where 
she received a cargo of logwood, mahogany 
and pimento. On August 29, “Jane” arrived to 
Montego Bay, where she received a cargo of 
sugar. On October 2, she moored in the mouth 
of the Great River, seeking asylum from the 
storm. On October 3, due to hurricane winds 
and the change of wind direction, the brig was 
driven to a reef where she was struck against 
the rocks many times, losing her lifeboats and 
a part of the cargo. “Jane” was taken off the 
reef only on October 22. The cargo, anchors 

and guns were reloaded in order to lighten 
the ship; some part of the cargo was never 
recovered. “Jane” returned to Montego Bay on 
January 27, 1781 and then went to Port Royal. 
On March 17, she left Jamaica for London in 
a convoy of ninety merchant ships, protected 
by HMS “Egmont,” “Graffton,” “Trident,” “Bristol,” 

and “Endymion,” and endured several storms 
during the voyage, which forced the crew to 
have “pumps constantly going.” “Jane” arrived in 
London on July 23, and the next day the Captain 
filed the Declaration of protest “against the Seas 
and bad weather, and particularly against the 
Violent Hurricane which the said Ship met with 
in Jamaica...” 

Price: $1,850



4544

[PANAMA]
[Pair of Autograph Letters Signed by a Young American Merchant in Panama City to 
His Brother in Boston].

17

Panama: 20 September 1857 & 30 March 1858.
Two Quarto letters (ca. 26,5x21 cm). 1 p. and 1 
p. Brown ink on blueish woven paper, one letter 
with a blind-stamped coat of arms in the left 
upper corner. Both letters addressed to “William 
F. Conant” on verso. Fold marks, one letter with a 
small tear on the left margin, but overall a very 
good pair of letters written in a legible hand.

Two early interesting letters from Panama 
written by a young entrepreneur John H. Conant 
to his elder brother, Boston merchant William 
F. Conant. The letters discuss various financial 
matters and mention American Consul A.B. 
Corwin. The Conants established their business 
in Panama, most likely after the construction of 
Panama Railroad in 1855. In the 1870s-1880s, 
William F. Conant was a member of the Boston 
Exchange Company, the Mercantile Wharf 
Corporation, and Melrose Unitarian Society.

20 September: “I wrote you by last steamer 
that I could not get a draft by last steamer but 
should send you the amount you asked for by 
the steamer, but I find it is imposable [sic!] to 
get a draft this steamer, but inted to try and find 
some responsable [sic!] person who will take 
it to New York and then send it by express to 
you. I have got it all done up and sealed <…> If 
I do not send it in this way, I am sure of a draft 
by next mail from the Am. Consul here. I do not 
think there will be any doubt but that I shall find 
some one who will take it to N. York and send it 
to you <…> Sep. 22nd. Since I wrote the above 

I have bought a draft for $200, of the American 
Consul A.B. Corwin on Capt. S.H. Ackerman, No. 
67 Crosby St. New York Citty at sight. So you will 
have to negociate for it. The draft cost me two 
percent and one percent which I paid for Gold 
making in all 3 prct. I intend & 150 for you and 
the remaining $50 yo go toward bying those 
articles which I ordered to be sent me by the ice 
vessel which is to sail from Boston shortly…”

30 March 1858: “The last two mails I did 
not write owing to being very busy at the time 
thinking about the steamer being in untill [sic!] 
too late. My health has been very good of late, 
in regard to many affairs. I shall send you one 
hundred dollars by next mail if I can procure 
the draft, if not you will be obliged to wait 
untill [sic!] the mail after, however I will try 
my best. My business is still pretty good. <…> I 
mentioned to him [father] that he could call on 
you for money to pay his interest &c. as we had 
an ac. together. In one of your previous letters 
you mentioned that you had wrote me that you 
had disposed of my bank stock. You are quite 
mistaken as I have looked over your letters and 
find nothing in there to that effect. However I 
am not sorry that you sold as I repeatedly wrote 
you if you needed the money to do so & use 
it. As regards to the note I hold against Capt. 
Russell, I don’t know as you can colect [sic!] it 
or not, but I herein enclose if I suppose he has 
not done anything since he arrived home. Sell or 
settle it the best way you can. If you can get one 
hundred for you you had better do it…”.

 Price: $1,250
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[WHITE NILE – SOUTH SUDAN]
[Collection of Three Original Autograph Letters and a Manuscript Map by the 
Governor of Equatoria Charles Gordon during his White Nile Expedition of 1874-
1876 and Reporting on His Steaming up the River from the Mouth of the Sobat 
River to Gondokoro; WITH: Three Original Autograph Signed Letters by Gordon’s 
Subordinate Lt. Watson, also Written during the Expedition].

18

Gordon’s manuscripts: Three original autograph 
letters signed and addressed to Col. Nugent. 
Saubat, 21 August 1874; Entrance Bahr el 
Abiad from Bahr Gazal, 25 August 1874; Bahr 
el Abiad, 26 August – [8 September] [1874]. 
Each ca. 20x12 cm (7 ¾ x 5 in). 4, 4, 5,5 [= 13,5] 
pp. Brown ink on creamy laid paper. Six small 
ink sketches and maps in text. With a bifolium 
of creamy wove paper ca. 20x12,5 cm (ca. 8x5 
in) with a hand-drawn map and manuscript 
notes in black ink. Watson’s letters: Berber, 27 
September 1874; Gondokoro, 23 November 
1874; Shepheard’s Hotel, Cairo, 5 April 1875. 
Three Small Octavo letters (ca. 20,5x12,5 cm 
or 8x5 in). 4, 6, 4 [= 14] pp. Black ink on laid 
paper. All manuscripts comprise ca. 29 pp. of 
text. Fold marks, paper slightly age-toned, one 
leaf of Gordon’s letter with a minor loss in the 
centre affecting two words (but still readable), 
otherwise a very good collection of original 
expedition manuscripts.

Historically significant collection of content-
rich, original autograph signed letters (three 
are illustrated with several ink-drawn maps 
and sketches), providing a fascinating first-hand 
account of General Charles Gordon’s expedition 
up the White Nile in 1874-1876. Having 
become the second governor of the Egyptian 
province of Equatoria after Samuel Baker (1821-
1893), Gordon, for three years (February 1874 
– October 1876), travelled along the upper 
reaches of the White Nile and its tributaries. The 
main purpose of this series of exploratory trips 
was to expand the authority of Ismail Pasha’s 

Egypt to the entire Nile basin in the Great Lakes 
region (modern-day Uganda) and to suppress 
the local slave trade. Gordon travelled as far as 
Lake Albert and Lake Kyoga, establishing several 
military posts, including Lardo (Lado), where he 
moved the provincial capital. He managed to 
reduce the slave trade in the region but didn’t 
eliminate it, with slave traders continuing to 
operate in the Bahr el-Gazal basin, Kordofan and 
east of the Blue Nile. Gordon travelled up the 
Nile on river steamers, which were dismantled 
and carried over the jungle to Duffle, to 
establish transportation to Lake Albert.

The collection includes three extensive 
letters written by Gordon (in all ca. 13,5 pages of 
text) and vividly describing his travel across the 
territory of modern-day South Sudan from late 
August to early September 1874. He went up the 
White Nile from the mouth of the Sobat (Saubat) 
River, the northern boundary of Equatoria, to the 
provincial capital in Gondokoro near modern-
day Yuba. Because the more direct route via the 
Bahr el Zeraf arm of the White Nile was blocked 
with “sudd” or floating vegetation, Gordon had to 
go via the longer route up the Bahr el Abiad via 
its confluence with Bahr el Ghazal. He travelled 
by steamer, thus becoming the second person 
to do it after Samuel Baker, who steamed up 
the White Nile to Gondokoro in 1870. In the 
letters addressed to his friend Col. Sir Charles 
Nugent (1827-1899), Gordon talks about his 
plans, difficulties of moving forward because of 
floating vegetation and a hippo which damaged 
his steamer, abolished slaves, confiscated ivory, 
“pugnacious” ants which infested his steamer, 

vicious mosquitoes, a crocodile which tried to 
attack the steamer, mistaking its screw for a fish, 
deaths of Gordon’s companions and servants 
of fever (most likely, of malaria), intrigues 
of Egyptian officials, &c. His handwriting 
sometimes gets worse, and he apologizes for 
that, blaming his steamer’s bumpy movement 
after the hippo attack.

There is also a separate bifolium with a 
sketch map drawn by Gordon and following 
the White Nile from Largo (Lado, north of 
Gondokoro) to Ripon Falls. The map marks the 
main stations (Rigaf, Bedden, Labue, Makidi, 
Magungo, Isamba, &c), a part of the Asua River 
and the northern tips of the Albert and Victoria 
Lakes. The extensive notes talk about the 
difference in sea levels of different stations, the 

distance between them, and the navigability 
of the river. “Makidi is at head of Falls, and the 
difference of level between it and the Asua 
River is (after Baker) 222 ft. in 8 miles, or 27 ft 
in mile. Magungo is 18 miles from edge of Lake, 
at Murchinson Falls. 52 miles separate it from 
Karuma Falls, during which river is sad to be 
impenetrable, from Karuma to […?] the river is 
good…”

Three letters by a member of Gordon’s party, 
Lt. Charles Watson describe his experiences 
in Equatoria and Sudan in autumn 1874 – 
sprint 1875. Watson and his companion Lt. 
W.H. Chippendale joined Gordon’s party in 
Gondokoro in November 1874 and travelled 
with him up to Rigaf (Rejaf, south of Juba) but 
had to return to Cairo in January 1875 due to 
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sickness. Watson’s letters provide more details 
on Gordon’s plans, the illness and deaths of his 
party members and the difficulties with native 
staff he experienced in Gondokoro. His account 
of Gordon’s expedition with the excellent 
detailed map of the White Nile from Khartum to 
Rejaf was published by the Royal Geographical 
Society (Watson, C.M., Strachan, R. Notes to 
Accompany a Traverse Survey of the White Nile 
from Khartum to Rigaf, 1874// The Journal of 
the Royal Geographical Society of London, Vol. 
46 (1876), pp. 412-427). Later Watson took part 
in the Anglo-Egyptian War (1882) and served 
in the Egyptian army (1882-1886). He was a 
member of the Royal Geographical Society since 

1875 and the Palestine Exploration fund since 
1905 (see more: Obituary: Sir Charles Wilson// 
The Geographical Journal. Vol. 47, No. 5 (May 
1916), pp. 387-389).

The recipient of Gordon’s letters, Colonel Sir 
Charles Nugent, served with the Royal Engineers 
and took part in the Anglo-Egyptian War. He 
received the Order of the Bath at Windsor Castle 
from Queen Victoria in November 1882.

Overall an important collection of original 
expedition letters from the famous Gordon 
Pasha, Governor General of Sudan, killed at the 
end of the Siege of Khartum (1885), providing 
a first-hand account of his exploration of the 
upper reaches of the White Nile in 1874.

 Price: $12,500
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19 [CALIFORNIA - SAN FRANCISCO – 1906 EARTHQUAKE & FIRE]
[Collection of 79 Loose Original Gelatin Silver Photographs, Showing the Destruction of 
San Francisco and Environs about a Week after the Earthquake on April 18, 1906; With a 
Commemorative Issue of the “San Francisco Examiner” dated 18 April 1975, and Three Clippings 
from Californian Newspapers (1972, 1975 and 1976), Dedicated to the Earthquake and Reproducing 
Eleven of Bullock’s Photos].

Ca. spring-summer 1906. Seventy-nine loose 
gelatin silver photos, including six larger ones, 
ca. 15,5x20,5 cm (6 ¼ x 8 in), fifteen images 
from ca. 12,5x17 cm (5 x 6 ½ in) to ca. 10,5x15 
cm (4 ¼ x 6 in), two panoramas ca. 7,5x16,5 
cm (3 x 6 ½ in) and 56 smaller photos from 
ca. 10x12 cm (4 x 4 ¾ in) to ca. 8x8 cm (3 ¼ x 
3 ¼ in). Five photos numbered in negative, ca. 
eighteen with period ink-stamped numbers on 
verso. Three larger photos with period pencil 
captions on verso. All photos were previously 
removed from an album and bear black residue 
of the album leaves on verso; all have later 
pencil notes and captions on verso, identifying 
the photographer or locations. With 18 loose 
gelatin silver photos of family and friends, 
ca. 1900s-1910s, from ca. 11x16,5 cm (4 ¼ 
x 6 ½ in) to ca. 5,5x5,5 cm (2x2 in). With a 
commemorative issue of the “San Francisco 
Examiner” and three clippings from Californian 
newspapers, dated 1972, 1975 and 1976 (see 
the detailed descriptions below). A couple of 
photos mildly faded or with mild silvering, 
occasional minor creases, but overall a very 
good collection of strong rare photos.

Historically significant extensive collection 
of rare original photos of San Francisco, 
taken shortly after the infamous earthquake 
and fire on April 18, 1906. The photos are by 
Oakland photographer Thomas Bullock and 
were largely unknown until the 1950s, when 
they were used as illustrations to the article 
of a noted Californian seismologist Hugo 
Benioff “Earthquakes – where they come from, 
why they occur, and what their effects are” 
(Engineering and Science, vol. 17, No. 2, Nov. 
1953, pp. 13-18). The article reproduced four 
of Bullock’s photos, supplementing them with 
the following note: “These pictures of the great 
earthquake which struck San Francisco at 5:14 
a.m. on April 18, 1906 were taken by Thomas F. 
Bullock, an Oakland photographer. Filed away 
for years [italics added], they were brought 
in to the San Francisco Chronicle this spring 
– on the 47th anniversary of the quake – by 
Mr. Bullock’s daughter, Mrs. Mildred Lindquist 
[1898-1975, who was about 6 at the time of 
the earthquake]. Though these are only a few 
samples of almost 100 pictures taken by Mr. 
Bullock, they gave an indelible impression of 
this historic earthquake” (p. 16). Twenty years 
later, some more of Bullock’s photos were 
reproduced in the California newspaper “Tri-
Valley Herald and News” (25 April 1972 and 

18 April 1976), this time on the initiative of 
Mildred Lindquist’s daughter (and Bullock’s 
granddaughter) Elizabeth A. Patrick (b. 1920 
- ?). The editor’s note stated that “the pictures 
on this page were take about a week after 
the quake. They have never been published 
before [italics added].” The newspaper also 
provided more details on how Bullock took the 
photos: “Mrs. Patrick’s mother accompanied her 
father on some of his trips to San Francisco to 
photograph the disaster. He used an Eastman 
View camera, she said, with a wooden tripod, 
“and he carried all of his equipment in what 
looked like a big suitcase. He walked many 
miles taking these films and carrying all of his 
equipment” (Unpublished photos recall 1906 
quake// Herald & News (Dublin, Livermore & 
San Ramon, Calif.) Tuesday, April 25, 1972. P. 4). 

A small exhibition of Bullock’s photos was held 
in the historical Mutual Savings Bank building 
(700 Market St.) in the Financial District of San 
Francisco in April 1986 (San Francisco Solo 
Shows// Oakland Tribune (Oakland, California). 
13 April 1986, p. 92). Apart from that, we haven’t 
found any mentions or publications of Bullock’ 
photos, or any holdings in public libraries and 
collections. Apparently, he was active in Oakland 
in ca. 1900s-1930s; newspaper notice informed 
of him purchasing Holston photography studio 
in 1933 (Business Changes// Oakland Tribune, 5 
February 1933, p. 23).

The photos include general and close-up 
views of the burned San Francisco downtown 
core; residential neighbourhoods damaged by 
the earthquake; and tent camps for refugees (in 
Golden Gate or Presidio Parks). The condition 
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of the city shown in the images presumes that 
they were taken not long after the disaster: the 
fires are gone, but the streets still have a lot 
of rumble and debris on the sides. A couple of 
photos show downtown streets with restored 
streetcar lines and busy traffic. The pictures 
often feature San Francisco residents – walking 
around, lining up for food or clothing, posing 
for the camera &c., and armed militiamen. One 
photo apparently portrays Bullock himself, 
holding a camera. The same horse-driven cart 
presents in several images. The locations of 
most photos were identified in pencil on verso 
by a previous owner. Among them: Old City Hall; 
Hall of Justice; Fairmont Hotel; Palace Hotel; 
Leland Stanford’s mansion (?); Marcus Koshland 
Mansion; Lotta’s Fountain (Kearny & Market 
Sts.); Temple Emanu-El (Sutter & Stockton); 
Temple of Congregation Beth Israel; Central 
Theatre; Emporium; Call/Speckles Bldg. (Market 
& Third); Native Son’s Monument; James Flood 
Bldg.; Market St.; Mission Dolores; U.S. Post 
Office; Grace Church; St. Dominic’s Church; 
Sweeney’s Observatory on top of Strawberry 
Hill, Golden Gate Park; “The Mrs. Crocker Camp” 
(Union Sq.); “Red Cross tent;” and others. Our 
collection includes one photo, very similar and 
certainly taken at the same time as one of the 
images from Hugo Benioff’s article (a damaged 
private house on Howard Street), and a photo of 
a tent camp, very similar to the ones reproduced 
in the abovementioned California newspapers.
The collection also includes three large photos, 
depicting the earthquake destruction in Santa 
Rosa. The images show the area of modern-day 
Old Courthouse Square: the Fourth St. with 
the furniture store of Hattie, McKinney & Titus 
on the right and collapsed Courthouse in the 
background, and Hinton Avenue with the teams 
clearing the ruins of the Grand Hotel. Period 
pencil notes on verso attribute the authorship 
to “Ross Photo” or John Ross, a pioneer 
photographer of Santa Rosa (fl. ca. 1900s-1920s). 
The same photos can be found in the collections 
of Sonoma County Library.

Eighteen private photos, apparently also 
taken by Thomas Bullock, show family and 
friends, Stow Lake in San Francisco’s Golden 
Gate Park, a ferris wheel (apparently, at the 1904 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis), a 

mansion, &c. There are also three large non-
identified images of a coastal town, a trestle 
bridge and a waterfall. Overall an important 
extensive collection of rare, largely unpublished 
original photos of San Francisco, taken shortly 
after the Great Earthquake and Fire of 1906.

A list of newspaper articles:
1) Unpublished photos recall 1906 quake// 
Herald & News (Dublin, Livermore & San 
Ramon, Calif.) Tuesday, April 25, 1972. P. 4. 
“The pictures on this page were take about a 
week after the quake. They have never been 
published before and are done so through the 
courtesy of Mrs. Richard E. Patrick of Livermore, 
whore grandfather, Thomas F. Bullock, Oakland 
photographer, recorded the scenes. <…> Mrs. 
Patrick’s mother accompanied her father on 
some of his trips to San Francisco to photograph 
the disaster. He used an Eastman View camera, 
she said, with a wooden tripod, “and he carried 
all of his equipment in what looked like a 
big suitcase. He walked many miles taking 
these films and carrying all of his equipment”” 
(reproduces seven of Bullock’s photos).
2) The Quake. Memories of 1906// San Francisco 
Examiner. April 18, 1975. P. 4.
3) [Commemorative Issue]: April 18, 1906. 
Historic photos of a dying city// San Francisco 
Examiner. 18 April 1975. 8 pp.
4) Java, J. “The Earth shook and the sky burned.” 
The day San Francisco fell// Tri-Valley Herald 
(Dublin, Livermore & San Ramon, Calif.) Sunday, 
April 18, 1976. P. 17. “Photographs of the San 
Francisco earthquake are reproduced through 
the courtesy of Elizabeth A. Patrick from original 
plates by Thomas Fontaine Bullock” (reproduces 
four of Bullock’s original photographs).
 Price: $5,250
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[CALIFORNIA - LOS ANGELES – DOWNTOWN & INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT]
[Collection of Twenty Loose Original Gelatin Silver Photographs of Building and 
Businesses in the Historic Downtown and Industrial Districts of Los Angeles].

20

Ca. 1920s. Twenty loose gelatin silver photos 
from ca. 20,5x25,5 cm (8x10 in) to ca. 18,5x24 
cm (7 ¼ x 9 ¼ in). Seventeen photos with the 
studios’ credits (ink stamps on verso, or blind 
stamps/ stamps in negative on recto). One photo 
mounted on linen; one photo with three round 
holes made by a hole puncher on the upper 
margin; several photos with minor creases 
on the extremities; but overall a very good 
collection of strong, interesting photos.

Interesting collection of large original photos 
showing the streets and businesses in Los 
Angeles’s historic downtown and industrial 
districts in the 1920s. The photos, taken by 
local studios, allow us to read most storefront 
signs and some street signs; often feature 
automobiles and street car tracks; there are also 
several parking signs. The locations on most 
photos have been identified.

The collection includes eleven photos by 
Albert E. Cawood (eight with his ink stamps 
on verso, another three – of the same size, 
the paper of the same thickness and quality). 
Cawood’s photos show the following buildings 
and businesses: “Norton Bros. & Morris” (751-
757 South Los Angeles St.); “Armacost & Royston 
Inc.” (723 Wall St.); Carl Leonardt Building (1548 
S. Central Ave., built in 1908; then with the 
sign of “The Natl. Confection Service Co.”); a 
corner of San Pedro and the 5th Streets (with 
the street car rails in the foreground and the 
building of “Alda Hotel and Apartments” on the 
left); “Los Angeles Grain & Feed Co.” and “The 
Featherstone Company” (905-911 Mateo St.); 
“National Meter Co.” and “Neilan, Schumacher 
& Co.”; “Rockford Pacific Furniture Corporation” 
(1620-24 East 7th St.); “Baker Electric Co.” 

(apparently, at the corner of East 12th and Los 
Angeles Streets); “Yates-American Machine 
Company” (1500 Santa Fe Ave.). Two photos 
show the building occupied by “Webster Brinkley 
Co.” and other businesses (303-309 East 3rd St.) 
– with and without a cart of “Los Angeles Gas 
and Electric Corporation” leaning onto a parking 
sign.

Seven photos were taken by the Huddleston 
Photo Co. (ink stamps on verso or blind stamps/
stamps in negative on recto; one photo bears 
the additional stamp of “J.W. Lewis Co, Realtors, 
435-437 So. San Pedro St., corner of Winston” 
on verso). The photos show the buildings of 
“Westing House Electric Supply Co.” (East 2nd St. 
& Graey Street); “Simonds Saw & Knife Agency” 
(416 East 3rd St.); “Studio Press Printing Co.” and 
“Stewart Electric Co.” (556-558 South San Pedro 
St.); “American Hotel” (Traction Ave. & South 
Hewitt St.); Weber Showcase & Fixture Co. (316-
330 South Lost Angeles St.); “Southern California 
Wrecking Co.” (East 6th St. & San Pedro St.); and 
“Miller Saw Trimmer Co.” and “Hi-grade Tent & 
Duck Co.” (apparently, 300 East 4th St.).

A photo with the ink stamp of “Press Photo 
Service,” 74 5 ¼ So. Alvarado St.” shows “Fourth 
Street, Metropolitan Warehouse & Industrial 
District” looking north (the premises of “Walker 
Grocery Co.,” “Link-Belt Meese & Gottfried Co.,” 
“Southwest Lithograph Co.” and a building 
under construction). A photo with the ink stamp 
of “Graham Photo Co., Suite 514-515, Western 
Mutual Life Bldg.” shows the new building of 
the “Electric Corporation” (1050 Santee Street), 
built in 1924. Overall an important visual source 
on the history of Los Angeles’ architecture and 
urban development in the 1920s.
 Price: $1,850
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[ALASKA - ALEUTIANS – UNALASKA, UMAKNAK & SHUMAGIN ISLAND]
[Album of 180 Original Gelatin Silver Photographs of Dutch Harbor (Unalaska), Sand 
Point (Popof Island) and Unga Village on Unga Island (a Ghost Town Since 1969), 
Taken and Collected by an American Resident During WW2].

21

Ca. 1940-1944. Oblong Folio album (ca. 29x38,5 
cm). 16 black card album leaves. With 177 
mounted and three loosely inserted gelatin 
silver photos. The mounted photos include 27 
larger images from ca. 12,5x17,5 cm (5 x 6 ¾ 
in) to ca. 10x12,5 cm (4x5 in), and 150 smaller 
images from ca. 7,5x12 cm (3 x 4 ¾) to ca. 6x6 
cm (2 ½ x 2 ½ in). Over ninety photos with 
period white ink captions on the mounts; over 
forty with period blue ink captions on verso. 
Compiler’s white ink note on the inner side 
of the front cover. With three loosely inserted 
gelatin silver panoramas ca. 11x26 cm (4 ¼ x 10 
¼ in), one photo captioned in negative. Period 
brown cloth album fastened with a string; front 
board with a blind-stamped ornament. a couple 
of photos with minor creases, but overall a very 
good album of strong interesting photos.

Historically significant collection of original 
photos of Dutch Harbor – a settlement on 
the Umaknak Island in the Unalaska Bay 
(Fox Islands), where the US naval base was 
constructed in September 1940 – January 1941, 
and of Sand Point and Unga villages on the 
Shumagin Islands off the Alaska Peninsula. 
The photos were taken and collected by a local 
resident – likely, a civilian employee of the 
Dutch Harbor naval base. Over a hundred photos 
show Dutch Harbor in ca. 1940-1941, with a 
series of interesting pictures of the settlement 
and Captains Bay “before the air base was 
started,” including aerial and close-up street 
views with “old Russian hotel” and “steam cloud 
from volcano in background.” The other photos 
show the naval base under construction, “start of 
the air base,” the completed naval radio station, 

the “site of part of Dutch Harbor Air Base,” the 
settlement with “Marine barracks in back,” 
“sand spit in front of D.H.,” Amaknak Island and 
“sheep ranch on Amaknak Island,” “Dutch Harbor 
restroom, note the wind bracing,” “construction 
of marine barracks at Dutch Harbor,” completed 
barracks (the photo is dated January 15, 1941), 
“barracks and B.O.Q., Standard Oil tanks in front,” 
&c. There are also images of the Dutch Harbor 
with naval ships USS “Spica” USS “Charleston” 
and Alaska Steamship Co.’s ships “Cordova” and 
“Tanana.”

Eleven photos depict the story of SS 
“Northwestern,” which was grounded on the 
beach in Dutch Harbor during the storm in 
December 1940 and was aftewards turned into 
a barracks for civilian construction workers at 
the airbase. The photos show the ship before 
the storm, “during the storm” and “taking a 
beating on the beach,” “taking the marines off 
after the storm,” the damage in the ship’s stern 
(“notice how the anchor chain ripped the steel 
plates”) and “Northwestern ”at its “final berth.” 
Over a dozen photos document the “warehouse 
fire at Dutch Harbor, 12-16-40,” showing the 
flames, “some of the damage by explosion when 
dynamite went off,” the burned building of the 
“Alaska Commercial Company,” “D.H. office after 
the explosion,” damaged post office and “Old 
Russian Hotel” with broken windows. The album 
also contains excellent views of Unalaska town 
and harbour taken from different positions, “Mt. 
Makushin – an active volcano,” Mt. Ballyhoo, 
Captains Bay, Holy Ascension Russian Orthodox 
church, a “native dwelling at Unalaska,” “Indian 
Service Hospital at Unalaska,” a scene of 
“blasting rock from channel in front of Unalaska, 
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Dec. 1940,” &c.
Fifty photos at rear and several images 

throughout the album show the villages of 
Sand Point & Unga on the neighbouring Popof 
and Unga Islands of the Shumagin group, 
south of the Alaska Peninsula. The photos were 
apparently taken in ca. 1942-1944 during the 
compiler’s work there and depict both villages 
in great detail, showing local cod cannery and 
saltery, general stores, “Russian church” (St. 
Nicholas chapel) in Sand Point, U.S. Marshall’s 
house & office, jail, school house, liquor store, 
“blacksmith shop” in Unga, &c. Three large 
gelatin silver panoramas also show Unga village 
and harbour; one photo is captioned “Unga, 
Alaska” in negative. Unga became a ghost town 
when the last Aleut family left for Sand Point in 
1969.

Some of the captions to the photos of Sand 
Point and Unga: “Looking south from spit at 
cannery at Sand Point,” “Sand Point spit in front 
below,” “Equipment at Sand Point cannery,” 
“Cannery as Sand Point, burned Dec. 1942,” 
“Machine shop & bunk house, Sand Point 
cannery, note shot on side hill. Excavating 
for new water tank, March 1942,” “Cannery 
in foreground, Sand Point village in back,” 
“Sand Point, Alaska, March 1942,” “General and 
only store in Sand Point,” “Store Bldg. used as 
warehouse,” “Cannery at Sand Point,” “Russian 
church & parsonage, Sand Point,” “Unga Island 
from Sand Point,” “Fresh water lake back of 
cannery, Sand Point,” “U.S. Marshall’s house 
& office, jail in rear, Unga, Alaska, June 1944,” 
“School house, Unga, Alaska,” “Unga, Alaska, 
looking south,” “Pool Hall, Unga,” “General store 
from rear,” “Casey’s general store, small building 
is liquor store, Unga,” “Dock at Unga,” “Warehouse, 
oil storage & blacksmith shop, Unga,” “Unpainted 
bldg cod saltery, bldg with Unga sign, Picture 
show white house, Casey’s residence, taken 
standing on dock.”

The photos of other places in Alaska include 
three views of the partly submerged wreck of 
USS “Kvichak,” after it grounded on reefs south 
of Ketchikan on January 17, 1941. There are also 
several views of Seward and environs, including 
a photo of “the Brown Bear, Alaska Game 
Commission boat at Seward,” pictures of the 
Alaskan Peninsula, the crater of Mt. Aniakchak, 

&c.
The album is supplemented by three 

newspaper clippings, dated 1940-1942 (all 
possibly from “The Seattle Times”), reporting 
about the events in Dutch Harbour – the wreck 
of steamer “Northwestern” in December 1940, 
the fire on the naval base in 1941 and the 
Battle of Dutch Harbor on June 3-4, 1942. The 
manuscript note on the inner side of the front 
cover reads: “The pictures of the Aleutian Islands 
& pictures of Unalaska and Dutch Harbor, Alaska 
were either picked up or taken by me on my trip 
from Sitka to Dutch Harbor. Left Sitka on January 
1st 1941 and returned March 29th, 1941.” 
Overall an important original visual source on 
the history of Dutch Harbour settlement, naval 
base, and Sand Point and Unga villages during 
WW2.
 Price: $2,500
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[RUSSIAN FAR EAST – THE BAIKAL-AMUR MAGISTRAL RAILWAY]
[Historically Significant Collection of Thirty-Nine Original Gelatin Silver Photos of 
the Construction of the Easternmost Section of the Baikal-Amur Magistral Railway, 
Showing Stations (Khungari, Mulli, Etc.), Bridges (Over Gayter and Khungari Rivers), 
Tunnels (Kuznetsovsky), Passing Loops (Sollu, Kuznetsovsky), Berths on the Amur 
River, Inmate Workers, Construction Processes, Etc.; Also, the Construction Head, 
F. Gvozdevsky, Hammering the Last Spike in the Rail Track in July 1945, the First 
Train Traversing the Sikhote Alin Pass, a Crowd Celebrating the Launch of the First 
Railway Ferry across the Amur River, Etc., Titled:] Stroitelstvo No. 500. NKVD SSSR. 
Godovoy Otchet za 1945 God. Fotoalbom [i.e. Construction No. 500. PCIA of the USSR. 
Annual Report for the Year 1945].
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1946. Oblong Folio album (ca. 20x30 cm). 21 
card stock leaves. With 39 mounted original 
gelatin silver photos including one large folding 
panorama ca. 13x42 cm (5 ¼ x 16 ½ in); the 
other photos ca. 10.5x15 cm (4 ¼ x 6 in). All 
photos with printed captions in Russian on the 
mounts. First leaf with a detailed printed title. 
Period black full cloth album with gilt lettered 
title on the front board. Period official ink stamp 
on the title page; the inner sides of both boards 
with period pencil and ink official notes. The 
note on the inner side of the rear board, signed 
by a technician of Moscow office V. Lavrionov, 
testifies that the album is complete and has no 
losses (1950). Period pencil notes on both sides 
of the rear board; binding slightly rubbed on 
extremities but overall a very good album with 
strong rare photos.

Historically significant collection of early 
original gelatin silver photographs illustrating 
the construction of the easternmost section of 
the Baikal-Amur Magistral Railway, the second 
Russian link to the Pacific Ocean after the Trans-
Siberian Railway. The eastern section stretches 
from Komsomolsk-on-Amur to Sovetskaya Gavan 
on the Pacific coast and crosses the Sikhote Alin 
ridge. The railway was constructed in 1943-1945 
by labor camp inmates under the administration 
of the Soviet Secret Police (NKVD), an agency 

tasked with extrajudicial executions of citizens 
and the administration of forced labor camps.

In 1933, the Council of People’s Commissars 
of the USSR adopted a resolution «On the 
Construction of the Baikal-Amur Magistral.» 
Initial work on the BAM project was carried out 
under the supervision of NKVD from 1933 until 
the outbreak of the Great Patriotic War in 1941. 
Two years later, the Soviet authorities revived 
the idea of the Baikal-Amur Magistral, focusing 
on its easternmost section from Komsomolsk-
on-Amur to Sovetskaya Gavan via the Sikhote 
Alin ridge (475 km). The construction crew 
was tasked with building the railway within 
two years; however, challenging geological 
conditions of the Sikhote Alin mountains 
compromised the state goal. After an additional 
survey conducted by the Sikhote Alin expedition, 
Soviet engineers developed a new, time-saving 
route with only one tunnel (Kuznetsovsky) on 
the ridge. The new route of the eastern section 
was completed on July 15, 1945, in less than two 
years of construction.

The album, commemorating the completion 
of the railway and intended for internal use 
only, starts with six general views of the Sikhote 
Alin mountains and the nearby areas (valleys 
of the Udomi and Khungari rivers, etc.). Over 
dozen photos capture the construction and 
depict transportation of rails over the Sikhote 
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Alin pass, basalt in the recess “Pik,” excavations, 
explosions, etc. Labor-camp inmates and special 
machinery are clearly visible in several photos. 
Ten photos show different BAM structures: 
bridges (over the Gayter and Khungari rivers), 
stations (Khungari and Muli), passing loops 
(Sollu and Kuznetsovsky), etc. The album also 
contains two photographs of both entrances of 
the Kuznetsovsky tunnel with hanging portraits 
of Stalin and Lavrentiy Beria. On June 26, 1953, 
Beria, Minister of Internal Affairs, was arrested 
for treason and executed in a few months. 
Photos and printed editions commemorating the 
former official were actively destroyed in the 
following years.

A large folding panorama shows the 
general view of the Verkhne-Udominskaya 
loop ascending to the Sikhote Alin ridge. 

There is also an interesting photograph of the 
construction head, Fedor Gvozdevsky (1901-
1962), hammering the last spike in the rail track 
on July 15, 1945. 

Eight photos relate to the Amur River and 
show the construction of a ferry line, a newly 
built pumping station, high-water berth, the ice 
drift, hummocks, etc. One of the photographs 
depicts the celebration of the launching of the 
first railway ferry across the Amur River. The 
berth is decorated with banners and a portrait 
of a Soviet official.

The album ends with two triumphant photos 
of the first train traversing the Sikhote Alin pass 
and approaching the Pacific Ocean. Overall, an 
important visual source on the history of the 
Baikal-Amur Magistral Railway.
 Price: $4,250
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[CRIMEA - YALTA]
[Extremely Rare, Large Folding Panorama of Yalta Showing the Southern Coast 
of the Crimean Peninsula and One of the Most Fashionable Health Resorts of 
the Russian Empire in Its Early Days; Depicting Luxurious Hotels (“Rossiya,” 
“Tsentral’Naya,” “Frantsia,” “Edinbourg”), the First Cathedral of Yalta (The Church of 
St. John Chrysostom), the “House with Caryatids,” a Chapel of Alexander II, Count 
Mordvinov’s Dacha, Etc.; Titled:] Obshchiy vid Yalty [i.e. A General View of Yalta].
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Ca. 1880s-1890s. Square photo covers (ca. 
32,5x33,5 cm or 12 ¾ x 13 ¼ in). With an 
original six-part albumen photo-panorama 
(ca. 20x153 cm or 7 ¾ x 60 ¼ in) mounted 
on card (ca. 31,5x162,5 cm or 12 ¼ x 64 in). 
The first and last parts of the photo with the 
photographer’s first initial and last name in the 
left and right lower corners. Period maroon full 
morocco covers with a gilt-lettered title and 
ornaments on the front board; rear board with 
a blind-stamped ornament. Some wear of the 
head and tail of the spine, binding rubbed on 
extremities, minor stain on the spine, one part 
of the photograph slightly detached, age-toned 
at folds, but overall a very good historically 
important panorama in very original condition.

An extremely rare, large folding panorama 
of Yalta showing the southern coast of the 
Crimean Peninsula and capturing one of the 
most fashionable health resorts of the Russian 
Empire in its early days. Dated ca. 1880s-1890s, 

the photo was taken by Mikhail Mitkin, a noted 
local photographer and founder of one of 
the first photography studios in Yalta. Mitkin 
was famous for his panoramas depicting the 
southern coast of Crimea, views of the Crimean 
cities, and numerous palaces of the Russian 
nobility.

Yalta was granted city status on September 
17, 1838, a few decades after Catherine the 
Great incorporated the Crimean Peninsula into 
the Russian Empire. In the following years, 
under the rule of Count Mikhail Vorontsov, the 
city emerged as an exclusive resort for members 
of the Russian Royal Family. In the 1880s-1890s, 
Yalta became the scene of massive construction 
projects, further reinforcing the city’s reputation 
as the leading tourist destination of the Russian 
Empire.

This large, historically significant panorama 
shows an early general view of the coast of 
Yalta from the Aleksandrovskaya embankment 
(now Lenin embankment) to the waterfront 

street of Bulvarnaya (now Roosevelt Street). 
Capturing a territory of over one kilometer, 
the photo shows the famous resort before the 
1927 Crimean earthquake and WWII destroyed 
most of its original architecture. The panorama 
vividly depicts commercial, mercantile, religious, 
and residential buildings, as well as recreation 
areas, bathhouses, and cafés, only a few of which 
have survived to this day. Standing out from 
the rest of the waterfront architecture are the 
large buildings of the first fashionable hotels 
in Yalta: “Rossiya,” “Tsentral’naya,” “Edinbourg,” 
and “Frantsia.” Established in the 1870s through 
the 1880s, these hotels soon became a focal 
point for the visiting elite, attracting guests with 
luxurious accommodations similar to those of 
European hotels. Another important historical 
landmark, the first cathedral of Yalta, the 
Church of St. John Chrysostom, is clearly visible 
on Polikurovskiy Hill in the last panel of the 
photograph. Below, along the Aleksandrovskaya 
embankment, the panorama shows, from left to 
right: the “house with caryatids,” a wooden café, 
a chapel in memory of the murdered Emperor 
Alexander II, bathhouses, Baron Piotr Wrangel’s 
dacha with its clock tower, Count Mordvinov’s 
tennis park, and a local bazar. Several residential 
buildings are also visible nearby, on the right 
side of the photograph. The panorama also 
shows locals, dock workers, and sailors, as well 
as yachts, boats, steamboats, and ships, either 

docked or in the harbor. Signs in different 
languages are clearly seen on several buildings.

Importantly, only a few structures shown 
in the panorama have survived to this day, 
though with significant changes from their 
original appearance: “Rossiya” (now “Tavrida”), 
“Tsentral’naya” (now “Bristol’”), the “house with 
caryatids,” a chapel in memory of the murdered 
Emperor Alexander II, and the Church of St. John 
Chrysostom.

Overall, a historically important large 
panorama capturing one of the most 
fashionable health resorts of the Russian 
Empire in its early days.
 Price: $4,500
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[ASIA – CENTRAL - BAKU, BUKHARA, SAMARKAND, MERV & KRASNOVODSK]
[Attractive Collection of Fifty Original Gelatin Silver Photos of a French Traveller’s 
Early Overland Travel to Central Asia From Greece, Showing Bukhara (General Views, 
Qarshi Gate, Exterior of the Emir’s Palace, Caravanserai, Streets & Markets, etc.], 
Samarkand (Registan Square, Chorsu Domed Bazaar, Russian Soldiers, Textile Market, 
etc.), Krasnovodsk, Merv, Baku Oil Towers, Tiflis, Mtskheta, Mount Kazbegi, Athenes, 
and Smyrna].
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Ca. 1895. Oblong Octavo album (ca. 13,5x20,5 
cm). 25 card stock leaves. With 50 gelatin silver 
photographs, each ca. 8x11,5 cm (3 x 4 ½ in). 
All photos with period manuscript ink captions 
in French. Period full cloth album with blind 
stamped borders on both boards; marbled 
endpapers. Presentation inscription on verso 
of the front free endpaper: “A mon bon uncle 
d’Allemagne en remerciement de l’excellent 
voyage qui il ma si aimablement procure. Pierre 
de Chataux.” A couple of photos mildly faded, 
several leaves with foxing, but overall a very 
good album of rare interesting photos. 

Attractive collection of fifty original gelatin 
silver photographs, documenting a French 
traveller’s early overland travels from Greece 
to Central Asia with stops in Athens, Smyrna, 
Tiflis, Baku, Bukhara, Samarkand, Merv and 
Krasnovodsk, etc, during the late 19th century. 
All photos are supplemented with manuscript 
ink captions in French. Presentation inscription 
(in French) on the verso of the front endpaper 
reads: “To my dear uncle from Germany in 
gratitude for the wonderful trip he so kindly 
organized.”

Fifteen photos from the album show Bukhara, 
an ancient economic center of Central Asia and 
an important stop on the Silk Road. The photos 
include four general views of the city taken 
from a rooftop; images of the Eastern (Qarshi) 
gate of Bukhara, the Emir’s palace, Caravanserai, 
a mosque, poultry, grain, and food markets, 
city streets, etc. Several photos feature local 
merchants, passers-by, and donkey riders.

A dozen photos show Samarkand, another 
important historical city of Central Asia. The 
album contains three photos of the Registan 
square with local fruit sellers and customers, 
views of the Chorsu domed bazaar, an ancient 
mausoleum, a textile market, city streets with 
camel caravans, horse-driven carts, an example 
of an ornate ceramic decoration in a mosque, 
etc. There are also interesting scenes showing 
a street in Samarkand with a column of 
marching soldiers of the Russian Imperial Army, 
accompanied by a convoy of horse-driven carts.

The album also contains five photos of 
modern-day Turkmenistan showing a port of 
Krasnovodsk (Turkmenbashi) and passengers of 
a departing steamer, a train of the Trans-Caspian 
Railway; two photos show weavers of traditional 
silk rugs and felt in Merv. Five photographs 
show the port of Baku and the city’s famous 
wooden oil towers and oil lakes. The other 
photos show Georgia (Tiflis with the Mtkvari 
river, a monastery in Mtskheta, Mount Kazbegi, 
and a funeral procession in Tiflis), Greece (the 
Acropolis, a Romain Temple, Port of Piraeus, 
and Temple of Jupiter Olympus in Athens), and 
the port of Smyrna (Izmir, Turkey). Overall, an 
attractive well-preserved collection of rare 
photos of Central Asia, Caucasus, and Greece 
taken in the late 19th century.
 ON HOLD
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[MONGOLIA – BACTERIOLOGY & VACCINES]
[Album with 87 Original Gelatin Silver Photographs of the New Mongolian State 
Sanitary-Bacteriological Institute in Ulanbataar, Showing its Laboratory, Clinic, 
Museum, the Anti-Plague Research Centre outside of Ulanbataar; also with Portraits 
of the Institute’s Head Abram Berlin, Russian and Mongolian Associates, Patients, 
Photos of Laboratory Animals and Procedures, Anti-Measles, Typhus and Plague 
Vaccines, &c].
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Ca. 1933-1936. Oblong Quarto (ca. 26,5x32 cm). 
17 card stock album leaves. With 84 mounted 
and three loosely inserted original gelatin silver 
photographs of various size, from ca. 11x18,5 
cm (4 ¼ x 7 ¼ in) to ca. 4x5 cm (1 ½ x 2 in). 
Most photos with manuscript white ink captions 
in traditional Mongolian script on the mounts. 
With five leaves of tissue paper with period 
typewritten notes and commentaries in Russian, 
mounted on verso of the album leaves. Original 
brown full cloth binding with blind-stamped 
floral ornaments and a faded gilt-stamped title 
in traditional Mongolian script on the front 
board. One leaf slightly detached from the stub, 
a couple of photos mildly faded, but overall a 
very good album of strong interesting photos.

Historically significant content-rich original 
visual source on the first years of the State 
Sanitary-Bacteriological Institute of Mongolian 
People’s Republic. Founded in Ulanbataar in 
1933, the Institute was a part of a large-scale 
program of medical assistance to Communist 
Mongolia run by the Soviet Union in the 1920-
1940s. The program aimed to establish the 
Mongolian system of public healthcare and 
medical education, to eliminate widespread 
tuberculosis and venereal diseases, and to 
suppress and control frequent outbreaks of 
measles, typhus and plague. The fight with 
plague, which continuously threatened the 
Soviet regions of Transbaikalia and southern 
Siberia, bordering Mongolia, was a critical 
task for the Soviet government. Its actions 
in the late 1920s and 1930s were driven by 

the strive to accomplish the industrialization 
of the economy. In the case of the plague 
epidemic in Russia, the West which provided the 
equipment, qualified workforce and technology 
for Soviet industrialization, would implement 
the quarantine sanctions, which could stop 
or significantly slow down the process. For 
this reason, the second and third medical 
expeditions to Mongolia, organized by the 
Soviet People’s Commissariat of Public Health 
(Narkomzdrav) in 1928 and 1930-1936, actively 
investigated plague outbreaks in the country. 
In 1930, the member of the third Narkomsdrav 
expedition, a noted Soviet microbiologist 
Abram Lvovich Berlin (1903-1939), founded 
the first Mongolian anti-plague laboratory 
in Ulaanbaatar. In 1933, he also created the 
Mongolian State Sanitary-Bacteriological 
Institute.

The album summarizes the results of 
the Institute’s work for the first four years 
(1933-1936), covering a wide range of 
activities and providing numerous photos 
with detailed captions in Mongolian and 
extensive typewritten notes in Russian. The 
comprehensive and somewhat official approach 
suggests that the album was made to illustrate 
an official report. The photos show the 
Institute’s building in Ulanbataar (taken from 
the street), interiors of the clinic, laboratory, 
operation room, and museum; there are also 
scenes of patients’ examination and vaccination, 
portraits of patients suffering from measles, 
typhus and other diseases, several photos of 
laboratory animals and tests on them, bottles 
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of prepared vaccines against rabies, typhus 
and measles, etc. Fourteen individual and one 
group portrait show Russian and Mongolian 
associates of the Institute, including Abram 
Berlin (individual portraits - upper row, centre 
right; the group portrait – middle row, third from 
left). Over twenty photos at the end show the 
premises of the anti-plaque research settlement 
founded by Abram Berlin 5 km away from 
Ulaanbaatar. An aerial photo shows the location 
of the settlement’s main structures. Another 
photo provides the view of the main office, with 
the readable sign in Mongolian and Latin scripts 
“Eryyliig Kamagaalka aamanii Tarbagan takaliig 
esergyyceke Tob Laboratory” (can be translated 
as “Mongolian Plague Prevention Service and 
Laboratory”). There is also a clear photo of the 
sign in Mongolian and Russian, reading (in 
translation) “A present of Narkomzdrav of the 
RSFSR to the 10th year of Mongolian People’s 
Revolution.” Other photos show the interior 
of the anti-plague lab, researchers working in 
protective equipment, disinfecting, and looking 
after laboratory animals. The photos taken 
during a sanitary expedition show the associates 

(wearing protective equipment) disinfecting 
an infected nomad camp and assisting a sick 
Mongolian; there are also photos of an infected 
Tarbagan rodent and bodies of deceased victims 
of the plague outbreak.

Overall a unique original source on the first 
years of bacteriological and anti-plague medical 
services in Mongolia. Abram Berlin was a noted 
Soviet epidemiologist, who for the most part of 
his life worked in the Institute of Microbiology 
and Epidemiology of the South-east of the 
USSR in Saratov. He authored numerous articles 
and books, including “Tibeskaya meditsina 
i chuma” (Tibetan Medicine and plague// 
Revue de Microbiologie, d’Épidémiologie et 
de Parasitologie. Institut de Microbiologie et 
d’Épidémiologie du Sud-Est de l’URSS à Saratov. 
T. XIX, Issue 3-4. Saratov, 1940) and “Kratkoye 
Rukovodstvo po bor’be s chumoy” (A concise 
manual on the fight with plague; Medgiz, 1941). 
In 1937 he successfully tested on himself the 
first Soviet anti-plague vaccine, but tragically 
died of pulmonary plague in 1939 after working 
with infected animals in the Saratov laboratory.
 Price: $3,500
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[CHINA - SHANGHAI]
[Historically Important Collection of Thirty-Nine Original Gelatin Silver Photographs 
Documenting the Battle of Shanghai During the Second Sino-Japanese War and 
Showing Shanghai (The Partly Ruined Bund and Destroyed North Station, Café 
de Luxe, streets, houses, etc.), Chapei (The Office of the Mayor of Shanghai Yu 
Hung-Chun, a Racecourse, Naval Ships in the Wangpou Harbor, the Destroyed 
Buildings of the Bund and a Girls’ School), and Peiping (A Funeral Procession and 
Chinese Structures); With Three Pieces of Ephemera and Seventeen Newspaper 
and Magazine Clippings (Including “The Shanghai Times”) Featuring Articles on 
the Destruction of the City and Several Jokes about Life as a Marine; the Album is 
Titled:] Photographs. Shanghai. China 37-38. Stevens, Paul. Lt. The 1st Battalion, 6th 
Marine Regiment of the US Marine Corps.
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1937-1938. Oblong Quarto album (ca. 20x27 
cm). With 23 card stock leaves with tissue 
guards (10 blank). With 39 mounted original 
gelatin silver photographs of various size from 
ca. 13x8 (5x3 in) to ca. 4,5x3,5 cm (1 ¾ x 1 ½ 
in). All but two photos with period with ink 
captions in English on the mounts (the captions 
relate either to individual photos or groups of 
photos); twelve photos with Chinese captions 
in negative. With 17 newspaper and magazine 
clippings, including from “The Shanghai Times,” 
dated 1937-1938; all but one mounted. With 
three pieces of ephemera loosely inserted. 
Period black full-cloth album fastened with a 
string; gilt-lettered title “Photographs. Shanghai. 
China 37-38” on the front board. Binding slightly 
rubbed on extremities and weak on hinges, but 
overall a very interesting collection of strong 
rare photos.

Historically important collection of thirty-
nine original gelatin silver photographs, twenty 
newspaper clippings, and three pieces of 
loosely inserted ephemera, documenting the 
Battle of Shanghai (August 13 – November 26, 
1937) during the Second Sino-Japanese War 
(1937-1945). The album was compiled by Lt. 
Paul Stevens, who served in the International 
Settlement of Shanghai in 1937-1938 with the 

1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment of the US 
corps. The Regiment was sent to the Settlement 
to protect American citizens on August 18, 1937, 
shortly after the outbreak of the war, and was 
deployed to San Diego, a few months after the 
end of the battle.

On August 13, 1937, after the Japanese 
invasion of Shanghai, the city became the 
epicenter of the first major battle of the Second 
Sino-Japanese War. As tensions escalated, the 
US Marine Corps increased its presence in the 
International Settlement of Shanghai, an area of 
the city extraterritorially held by the British and 
the Americans since 1863. While maintaining 
neutrality, the settlement received more than 
400,000 Chinese refugees fleeing the war. 
After the Japanese occupation of Shanghai in 
November 1937, the International Settlement 
found itself surrounded by the Japanese Army. 
Soon, the Marines were evacuated either to 
the United States or the Philippines and on 
December 8, 1941, the Settlement was occupied 
by Japanese forces.

The album contains thirty-nine photographs, 
including twelve photos with Chinese captions 
in negative, apparently taken on the order of 
Shanghai authorities. Five photos show Chapei 
(Zhabei), an area north of the International 
Settlement: the office of the Mayor of Shanghai 
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Yu Hung-Chun (1898-1960) who fled the 
city after the end of the battle, a destroyed 
girls’ school, and a racecourse. One of the 
photographs of the girls’ school portrays the 
album’s compiler standing in front of the ruined 
building.

The album also includes three photos 
showing a Chinese funeral procession and 
different buildings in Peiping (Beijing).

Most of the other photos contain graphic 
scenes of the destruction of Shanghai, 
showing the Bund (with “background burning”) 
mistakenly bombed by the Chinese forces, North 
Station, Café de Luxe, streets, houses, and cars 
after the Japanese bombardment. Five photos 
show some of the victims and a wounded 
Chinese with “two boy scouts” (evidently 
Chinese). There are also photographs of naval 
ships in the Wangpou harbour (Huangpu; 
Shanghai), a “Chinese sandbag in placement,” 
a Chinese soldier on a Shanghai Street, the 
compiler’s friend Wittig “on top of Billet 611, 
Shanghai” and a “Chinese funeral truck.”

Eight photographs show the compiler’s 
friends and acquaintances both in the US and 
China, including a Russian girl in Shanghai. One 
photograph depicts a group of Chinese soldiers 
drinking tea.

The album is supplemented with seventeen 
period newspaper and magazine clippings, 
including those from “Shanghai Times,” showing 
the destruction of Shanghai after the Japanese 
bombing. The clippings also include some 
humorous caricatures and jokes about life as a 
Marine: “It takes a man to be a Marine! It takes 
a Marine to Win a Medal! And it takes a Marine 
and his Medals To Win a Girl!!”

The collection contains three pieces of 
loosely inserted ephemera:
1) Printed covers of the map of Shanghai 
issued by the Shanghai Branch of the oldest 
and largest youth charity in the world, Navy 
Young Men’s Christian Association (Y.M.C.A.). 
With Steven’s manuscript inscription on the 
front cover. The front wrapper shows a red 
triangle pointing the way to the building of the 
Y.M.C.A. at Cor. Szechuan and Hongkong Roads 
in Shanghai. The back of the wrapper features a 
listing of the services and amenities available 
at Y.M.C.A., including a swimming pool, billiard 

room, and religious services. On the inside of 
the back wrapper is a listing of U.S. officials 
stationed in Shanghai. Ca. 16,5x9 cm (6 ½ x 3 ½ 
in);
The organization was established by the 
philanthropist George Williams in England in 
1844. The Y.M.C.A. arrived in Shanghai in 1912 
and was intended to provide help to the U.S. 
servicemen stationed in the city.
2) A liberty card with Stevens’ name and date 
typewritten (14 July 1938) and signed by his 
superior from the 1st Battalion, 6th Regiment of 
the US Marine Corps, H. C. Tschirgi, ca. 5x7,5 cm 
(2x3 in);
3) Stevens’ original manuscript note on how 
to operate “Browning automatic rifle model 
of 1918 caliber 30 gas operated, air-cooled, 
magazine fed, shoulder weapon.“ Ca. 23x15 
cm (9x6 in). Black ink on woof paper with the 
printed letterhead of the Navy Y.M.C.A.
Overall, an important collection of photographs, 
newspaper clippings, and ephemera 
documenting the Battle of Shanghai during the 
Second Sino-Japanese War.
 Price: $1,750



7776

[NEPAL - HIMALAYAS]
[Collection of Twenty-Four Gelatin Silver Contact Sheets with 272 Original Photos, 
Documenting the “Daily Mail Himalayan Expedition in search of the Yeti” in January-
June, 1954 and Showing Namche Bazar, Those, Junbesi, Phortse, and Thame Villages, 
Local Sherpa People, Tengboche Monastery and Monks, a “Hermit and Cell above 
Dingboche,” a Man “Carving Sacred Inscriptions on Stone,” Expedition Members, 
Bhote Kosi and Dudh Kosi Valleys, Ama Dablam and Taboche Mountains, Barun 
Glacier and Pass, Hongu Glacier, Everest Range, “Footprints of the Abominable 
Snowman,” &c.; With: First Edition of Stonor’s Account of the Expedition, “The 
Sherpa and the Snowman” (London, 1955)].
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Photos: ca. 1954. Twenty-four gelatin silver 
contact sheets, each ca. 30x25 cm (ca. 12x10 in). 
Each sheet with nine to twelve photos, several 
with light leaks, so altogether with 272 good 
quality images, each ca. 6x5,5 cm (2 ¼ x 2 ¼ in). 
With ca. 60 period white ink manuscript captions 
on recto of the contact sheets (identifying single 
photos or groups of photos); several photos 
with hand-drawn pencil crosses. All sheets 
with period pencil or ink numbers, markings or 
captions on verso. The sheets are slightly wavy, 
several sheets with minor creases or tears on 
extremities not affecting the images, but overall 
a very good collection on strong interesting 
photos. The book: Stonor, C. The Sherpa and 
the Snowman. London: Hollis & Carter, 1955. 
First edition. Octavo. xii, 209 pp.: ill. Dust jacket 
(minor tears on extremities). Very good.

Historically significant extensive collection of 
original gelatin silver photos, many previously 
unpublished, illustrating the 1954 “Daily Mail 
Himalayan Expedition in Search of the Yeti.” 
Organized just a year after Edmund Hillary 
and Tenzing Norgay became the first people 
to reach the summit of Mt. Everest, the “Daily 
Mail Expedition” was initiated by Ralph Izzard 
(1910-1992), an intrepid traveller, adventurer 
and journalist who built his entire career in the 
“Daily Mail” and accompanied the 1953 British 
Mount Everest Expedition as the newspaper’s 

correspondent. The members of the “Daily Mail” 
expedition included two participants of the 
1953 Everest expedition (Tom Stobart and John 
Jackson), Biswamoy Biswas - a scientist with the 
Zoological Survey of India, American traveller 
Gerald Russell and British biologist Charles 
Stonor, who accompanied Izzard on his 1948 trip 
to the Apatani Valley in the eastern Himalayas in 
search of a mythical Buru, a dinosaur-like lizard. 
The “Daily Mail” expedition lasted from January 
to June 1954 and explored Nepal’s Khumbu 
region in the vicinity of Mt. Everest, including 
the valleys of Bhote Kosi, Dudh Kosi, Chola 
Khola and Imja Kola Rivers. Charles Stonor 
left Kathmandu in December 1953 ahead of 
the main party and trekked eastward, looking 
for Yeti footprints and interviewing Sherpas 
on the way. The remaining team joined him in 
Namche Bazar in February 1954. The expedition 
didn’t find Yeti or gather enough information 
to prove its existence but collected zoological 
specimens and identified two new bird species 
(Biswas, B. Zoological results of the “Daily Mail” 
Himalayan Expedition 1954. Two new birds from 
Khumbu, Eastern Nepal// Bulletin of the British 
Ornithologists Club. 1955, Vol. 75, pp. 87-88).

The photos on Stonor’s original contact 
sheets include over twenty pictures taken 
during his independent trekking to Namche 
Bazar and showing Those and Junbesi villages, 
their inhabitants and nearby scenery (mountains 

and valleys). The other photos document the 
expedition’s movement in the Khumbu region 
and the high Himalayas. Two contact sheets 
contain lively scenes of “Sherpa life in Namche 
Bazaar” (general and street views and portraits 
of the locals at their everyday duties), and a 
series of photos on the other sheet depicts a 
“local ceremony in Namche Bazaar.” The other 
photos show “Bhotekosi valley in and near 
Phorche village,” “scenes in and near Thami” 
(Thame in the Bhote Kosi valley), lower and 
upper Dudh Kosi valley (with two portraits of 
a local “carving sacred inscriptions on stone”), 
Tengboche Monastery (general views and 
scenes inside, portraits of the monks wearing 
ceremonial masks, playing Tibetan horns, 
&c.), a local “hermit” and his dwelling “above 

Dingboche,” Mounts Ama Dablam and Taboche, 
Barun glacier and pass, Hongu glacier, Everest 
Range, &c. Two photos depict “footprints 
of the Abominable Snowman.” One contact 
sheet shows an expedition camp with party 
members and Sherpas cooking, eating, talking, 
and working; Tom Stobart and Ralph Izzard are 
identified in captions. The uncaptioned photos 
show the expedition members crossing a river, 
trekking in the high Himalayas, Sherpas, local 
villages, mountainous scenery, &c.

Overall a great collection of photos 
illustrating the life of Sherpas in the Khumbu 
region of Nepal at the time.

A list of captions (the sheet numeration 
doesn’t follow Stonor’s markings on verso; the 
captions related to the whole sheet are given 
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first; the captions to specific photos are given in 
brackets; the spelling is original):
1) Members of the 1954 Himalayan Expedition 
sponsored by the Daily Mail (Ralph Issard, Tom 
Stobart);
2) [Varios views near Those]: (Terracing near 
Toshi, Dec.; Valley; Sherpas down to trade nr. 
Toshi (2 photos); Forest above 9-10,000 ft., 
Shrine at Toshi; [..?] in front of Shiva temple, 
Toshi);
3) [Various views near Junbesi]: (Nr. Junbesi, Dec.; 
Above Junbesi, Dec. (2 different views); Clods 
for burning before potato planting, Junbesi 
Dec.; Above Junbesi; Looking north from above 
Junbesi; Inscribed rock near Junbesi);
4) Sherpa life in Namche Bazaar [two different 
contact sheets];
5) [Various views of the Khumbu region]: 
(Above Namche Bazaar; Everest Ranges; Ranges 
by Everest; Footprints of the Abominable 
Snowman);
6) [Various views of the Khumbu region]: (1,2,3 
= Everest Range, Ranges & Scenery toward 
Namche Bazaar);
7) The Bhotekosi Valley in and near Phorche 
village;

8) Scenes in the Dudhkosi Valley;
9) Scenes near Ghat in the lower Dudhkosi 
Valley (Man carving sacred inscriptions on 
stone);
10) Thyangboche Monastery (Mount Amadablam, 
Mount Tawiche);
11) [Various views of the Khumbu region]: 
(Local ceremony in Namche Bazaar; Sherpa 
traveller from Lhasa, Sherpa nun milking cow; 
Thyangboche monastery [three views]; Everest 
range);
12) [Various views of the Khumbu region]: (Near 
Tyangboche; Hermit & cell above Dingboche; 
Rhododendrons (several photos); Pussy willow);
13) [Various views of the Khumbu region]: (Near 
Dingboche, Hongu Valley);
14) Scenes in and near Thami (Raven);
15) [“Lhotse, 3rd highest mountain” – captioned 
on verso];
16) [Various views of the Khumbu region]: 
Mount Amadablam (several views); Barun glacier 
(several views); Barun pass; Mount Markhalu 
(several views);
17) Ice formations in the Hongu Glacier (two 
different contact sheets).
 Price: $5,250
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[AMERICANS IN BURMA & INDIA – WW2]
[Historically Important Collection of 108 Large Original Gelatin Silver Photos in Two 
Albums, Taken by the Members of the U.S. Army Signal Corps in the China Burma 
India Theatre of WW2; the Photos Show the Recapture of Northern Myanmar around 
Myitkyina, Construction and Maintenance of the Ledo Road from Assam to Kunming 
(China), American Military Facilities in Assam and Kolkata, Surgeries and Medical 
Procedures in Portable and Evacuation Hospitals near Myitkyina and Shingbwiyang, 
American Military Recreational Facilities in India, American Military Commanders 
and Servicemen, Native Members of the American Kachin Rangers, &c.]

28

Ca. April 1944 – August 1945. Two oblong Folio 
albums, each ca. 22,5x32 cm (9 x 12 ½). Each 
album with 55 and 53 linen-backed original 
gelatin silver photos respectively. All but one 
photos are ca. 20x25 cm (8 x 9 ¾ in); one 
smaller photo is ca. 20x19,5 cm (8 x 7 ¾ in). All 
but about fourteen photos with the stamps of 
“U.S. Army. Signal Corps” in negative. All but six 
photos with paper labels, mounted on verso, 
with detailed typewritten information about 
images (number, caption, date when the image 
was taken, the name of the photographer), many 
with pencil corrections by military censors. 
Six paper labels are missing. All photos with 
multiple period ink stamps on verso: copyright 
of the U.S. Army Signal Corps (“When authorized 
for publication – credit must be given, photo 
by U.S. Army Signal Corps” and/or “Processed 
by the 164th Signal Photo Co. Laboratory 
Section”), and/or stamps “Negative shipped to 
Washington,” and/or permission for publication 
by a military censor (“Passed for publication, 
U.S. Army Press Censor, China Burma and India”). 
About ten photos with period ink stamps or 
pencil notes: “Not for publication” on verso. 
Two period custom-made bindings with brown 
wooden boards fastened with metal bolts, (one 
bolt missing). Bindings slightly rubbed, a couple 
of images with minor scratches, several title 
labels on verso slightly faded or with minor 
tears, but otherwise very good albums of strong 
interesting photos.

Historically significant extensively annotated 
collection of large photos, taken by the 
servicemen of the U.S. Army Signal Corps in 
Burma (Myanmar) and India during the Burma 
Campaign of WW2. The photos cover the period 
from April 1944 to August 1945 and focus on 
the American involvement in the recapturing 
of northern Burma and building the Ledo Road. 
This route from British Assam to Kunming 
(China) was constructed in 1942-1945 by 
U.S. troops under the command of General 
Joseph Stilwell (1883-1946) and enabled the 
delivery weapons and supplies aiding China 
in its war effort against Japan. The photos are 
supplemented with detailed captions, dates 
and names of the photographers. Most of the 
images passed military censorship and were 
allowed for publication by special ink stamps on 
verso, but many captions have pencil corrections 
by censors, crossing out sensitive information 
(mostly still visible). The names of most censors 
are visible on the stamps. About ten photos, 
mostly related to the U.S. military actions 
in northern Burma, bear ink stamps “not for 
publication” on verso.

The albums include over thirty photos of 
Northern Burma and the construction of the 
Ledo Road, showing the U.S. troops, trucks, and 
building machinery near Myitkyina, Mogaung, 
Kazu, Htiyi, Mong Wi, Lashio, &c., and marking 
the recapture of Myitkyina (August 1944) and 
the first convoy to pass through the entire Ledo 
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Road (January 1945). Several photos portray 
Kachin people, including members of the 
American Kachin Rangers.

Over a dozen photos were taken in Kolkata 
and include numerous views of the city port 
with American Liberty ships unloading military 
cargo (the names of two identified ships are 
“Carole Lombard” and “Henry T. Scott”), scenes 
with native workers loading cargo at “Q.M. 
Subsistance Warehouses” and “U.S. Signal Corps 
warehouse, Cossipore,” troop barges crossing 
the Hooghly River, U.S. assembly line of military 
trucks at Victoria Park (with the cupola of the 
Victoria Memorial in the background), “interior 
view of Gen. Motors Assembly Line,” “valves 
being ground by Indians at the automotive 
reconditioning plant, Calcutta,” &c.

A group of over twenty images portrays the 
U.S. servicemen spending their leisure time in 
various clubs and rest stations around British 
India, including “American Red Cross Enlisted 
Men’s Club” and “Cosmos club” in Kolkata, 
American Red Cross “Valley Club” at Khanspur 
rest station (modern-day Pakistan), and “Red 
Cross’ sponsored dance for 5307th Composite 
Replacements at Ramgarh Training Center.” Two 
photos show the American Red Cross hostesses 
welcoming arriving U.S. troops at the Howrah 
Station, Kolkata (25 Aug. 44), and five photos 
document a leisure visit of the U.S. military 
men to the Nawab of Rampur (12 Apr. 45). 
There are also photos of an American boxer 
Henry “Hammerin’ Hank” Armstrong teaching 
Indian kids in Kolkata (15 Apr. 45) and “Andre 
Kostelanets conducts two all G.I. orchestras for 
capacity crowd of U.S. troops at his last concert 
in Burma India Theater” (17 Feb. 45).

A small group of views of western China 
shows “Pei-P’ei (hot springs resort) located 
about 75 km north of Chungking [Chongquing], 
China, on Chia Ling [Jialing] River” (4 Jun. 44) 
and “C.B.I. Radio Transcription Team fording river 
in Westernmost China to reach [now secret] 
airbases from which U/S/ AF B-29s raid Japan 
and Manchuria” (two different photos, both 
dated 15 Jul. 44). The other images show the 
U.S. troops disembarking a train in Bombay 
(Mumbai) to go to the States according to 
the rotation plan agreements (1 Jul. 44) and 
boarding a ship in Bombay (8 Jul. 44); a military 

plane loading mail to flow it to China (4 Aug. 
44); U.S. soldiers operating a field radio station; 
U.S. military trucks driving across a stream, &c.
The albums also have portraits of U.S. military 
commanders, including Maj. Gen Gilbert X. 
Cheves and Maj. Gen. Albert C. Wedemeyer at 
Headquarters, USAF, China Theatre (Oct. 44); Lt. 
Gen Dan I. Sultan, Commanding General of the 
India-Burma Theater (Oct. 44); Col. R.R. Neyland 
“at an airport near Calcutta” (13 Nov. 44); “high-
ranking allied officers” at the award ceremony 
in Kolkata “at which Lt. Gen. D.I. Sultan <…> was 
awarded with second Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 
to the Distinguished Service Medal for his role 
in opening the land supply route to China” (16 
Apr. 45); three U.S. Generals at S.O.S. Section 
Commanders Conference in New Delhi (21 Apr. 
45); Lt. Gen. Raymond A. Wheeler, C.G., India 
Burma Theater (20 Aug. 45); and Lt. Gen. Sultan 
pinning Second Star on Maj. Gen Vernon Evans 
at Theater Hq. in New Delhi (n.d.).

Overall an important content-rich original 
source on the history of the American 
involvement in the recapture of northern Burma 
in 1944-1945 and the construction of the Ledo 
supply road from Assam to Yunnan in China.

A list of the identified names of the 
photographers: S/Sgt. Quaid, T/5 Kirsten, T/Sgt. 
Shaffer, Lt. W. Houpt, T/5 T.D. Amer, T/4 Peace, 
C. Leipnitz, Lt. A. Rothstein, T/4 Raczkowski, T/5 
Salomon, T/4 Sam. B. Hammat, T/4 Roger C. 
Pease, Lt. R. Reis, Capt. Buerkle, Sgt. Grant, T/4 
F.W. Shearer, Pfc Daniel Novak, T/5 McCance, Lt. 
Miles, Pvt Kaner, T/4 Zimmerman, Pfc Seid, T/4 
Derry, T/4 Wilson, T/5 Colgate, Pvt Fanning, 1st 
Sgt. Nadelberg, Capt. D. Burman, Capt. Dilliard, 
Cpl. James Guillot, T/5 Milton Koff, Pvt. Adams, V. 
Dick, Raymond Lewless, Sgt. Neubacher, T/3 John 
Gutmann, T/Sgt. Greenberg, Sgt. Say, Lt. Mathews, 
Yarnell.

A list of the identified names of the censors: 
Harold Scheininger, James R. McIver, Capt. Julian 
M. Sobin, John A. Armstrong, Lt. Mark M. Barkan, 
Eugene Johnson, James R. O’Leary.
 Price: $3,750
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[THAILAND, MYANMAR & VIETNAM]
[Album of Ninety-Six Original Gelatin Silver Photographs, Documenting a Trip from 
Moulmein (Mawlamyine, Myanmar) to Bangkok and thence to Saigon (Ho Chi Minh 
City) in February-March 1902, Titled:] Siam & Cochinchine. 1902.

29

Large Oblong Folio album ca. 32,5x46 cm (12 
¾ x 18 ¼ in). 55 stiff card album leaves. With 
96 mounted gelatin silver photos including 
one large image ca. 28x33,5 cm (11 x 13 ¼ in); 
most photos are large images from ca. 23x29 
cm (9 x 11 ¼ in) to ca. 12x22,5 cm (4 ¾ x 8 ¾ 
in); there are also 21 smaller panoramas ca. 
5,5x17,5 cm (2 x 6 ¾ in), and 20 smaller photos 
ca. 9x11 cm (3 ½ x 4 ¼ in). All photos with 
period manuscript ink captions in French on the 
mounts (some captions relate to two or more 
photos), many images also dated on the mounts. 
With three mounted printed maps (of Siam, 
Bangkok and Cochinchina) from ca. 28x38,5 
cm (11 x 15 ¼ in) to ca. 21,5x31,5 cm (8 ½ x 
12 ¼ in), two maps with period ink inscriptions 
detailing the dates certain places were visited. 
Period dark black half morocco with black 
pebbled cloth boards; front board with a gilt-
lettered title; spine with a gilt-lettered title 
and partly-rubbed owner’s initials “P.L.”; moiré 
endpapers. Spine neatly rebacked with original 
spine laid down, one mount with minor tears 
or losses on extremities, neatly repaired, a few 
photos mildly faded or with mild silvering, but 
overall a very good album of strong interesting 
photos.

Historically significant collection of early 
original photos of lesser-travelled eastern 
Myanmar and northern Thailand, valleys of 
the Ping and Chao Phraya Rivers, as well as 
large attractive views of Bangkok and Saigon 
(Ho Chi Minh City). The photos were taken and 
collected by Belgian industrialist and politician 
Paul Lippens, a member of an influential family 
of liberal politicians from Ghent. Paul’s father, 

Hyppolite Lippens (1847-1906), was the mayor 
of Ghent (1882-95), a member of the local 
parliament and a senator for the liberal party. 
Paul’s elder brother Maurice Lippens (1875-
1956) served as the governor of Belgian East 
Flanders province (1919-21), Governor-General 
of the Belgian Congo (1921-23) and President 
of the Belgian Senate (1934-36). Paul himself 
was actively involved in Belgian liberal politics 
and colonial affairs. In the 1900s, he owned 
shares and worked as an administrator of 
“Galang Exploitatie Maatschappij,” a Dutch-
owned company producing rubber from hevea 
plantations on the island of Galang of the Riau 
Archipelago, modern-day Indonesia (Bulletin 
de l’Association des Planteurs de Caoutchouc. 
Mai 1910, Vol. II, No. 5 (the inner side of the 
front cover). When in 1910 the company was 
transformed into the London-based “Galang 
Besar Rubber Plantations Ltd.,” Lippens became 
one of its directors (Galang Besar Rubber 
Plantations// The Economist, June 11, 1910, p. 
v). In 1912, Lippens also became a shareholder 
of “Compagnie Commerciale et Agricole 
d’Alimentation du Bas-Congo” (Journal officiel de 
l’Afrique équatoriale française, 15 février 1912, 
p. 112). During WW1, he went to the front as a 
volunteer and died in 1915 after being wounded 
in a military engagement on the Yser River.

In 1902 Paul went on an around the world 
trip with his cousin, count Carl de Kerchove de 
Denterghem, celebrating the latter’s graduation 
from engineering school. According to the 
detailed printed maps included in the album, 
on January 31, 1902, the travellers departed 
from Mawlamyine (then a part of British India) 
and travelled north-east, towards the Dawna 
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Range and the territory of modern-day Lan 
Sang National park in northern Thailand. They 
reached Ping River near the modern-day town of 
Tak in early February and went down the river by 
boat to its confluence with the Nan River, where 
the Chao Phraya River is formed. From there, the 
travellers went to Bangkok and, after a several-
day stay, sailed along the coast of Cambodia 
to French Cochinchina (modern-day Vietnam), 
travelling from Hong Chong to Chaudoc (Chau 
Doc) on the Mekong River and thence to Saigon.

The album opens with a dozen photos of 
Burma (Myanmar), taken on the way from 
Moulmein (Mawlamyine) to the Thai border. 
They show the Salween (Thanlwin) River, 
peasants harvesting rice, a Buddhist monastery 
in Kawkareik, travellers’ bungalow in Miawadi 
(Myawaddy, a major trading point on the border 
between Myanmar and Thailand), the party 
porters crossing rivers and jungle, and entering 
a village. One photo shows “Paul Lippens on 
the suspension bridge made of telegraph wires,” 
and another one portrays Carl de Kerchove de 
Denterghem on a raft before crossing the Me 
Mue (Moei) River, “separating Burma and Siam.”

Over forty images illustrate the travellers’ 
trip to Bangkok down the Ping and Chao Phraya 
Rivers. Among them are several excellent 
panoramic views of the Ping River and its banks 
(including a panorama showing the confluence 
of the Ping and Nam Rivers at Pac Nam Pho), 
two large street views of Pac Nam Pho (one 

featuring Carl looking at a street procession), 
panoramas of Me Nam (Chao Phraya) River, 
views of Chai Nat, the royal palace in Bang Pa 
In, old Siamese capital in Ayutthaya (ruins of a 
monastery, a statue of Grand Buddha, elephant 
kraal, riverboats), portraits of the party cook 
“Thomas,” Carl eating breakfast at the river bank, 
&c. Over twenty photos of Bangkok (mostly 
large) show the city’s river port and steamboats, 
numerous khlongs (canals) in the Sampheng 
neighbourhood, Wat Arun temple (entrance gate, 
the central prang, interior of the main chapel), 
Wat Pho temple, “New Road” (Charoen Krung 
Road) with an electric tram approaching the 
viewer on the left side of the street, Khlong Ban 
Luang, Chao Phraya River and the wall of the 
royal garden, Wat Pra Kaew complex, &c. Three 
studio photos portray Thai people (an actor, a 
boy and a young girl).

Fourteen photos at the rear were taken during 
the trip to Cochinchina and show the harbour of 
Hong Chong, a black pepper plantation, the road 
from Hong Chong to Hatien, the Mekong River 
and Canal de Hatien in Chau Doc, a Vietnamese 
village, a temple, Saigon streets leading to the 
Grand Pont (apparently, Pont des Messageries 
Maritimes, now Mong Bridge), &c.

Overall an interesting collection of original 
photos of lesser-travelled areas of Myanmar, 
Thailand and Vietnam, with a number of large, 
well-executed images.
 Price: $9,500
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[INDONESIA, MALAYSIA & SINGAPORE]
[Album with 148 Original Gelatin Silver Photographs, Taken by a Director of the 
“Galang Besar Rubber Plantations Ltd.” and Showing Rubber Plantations on the 
Malay Peninsula, Galang Island and in Northern Sumatra, European Planters and 
Native Workers, Rubber Harvesting Operations, Views of Penang, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysian Tin Mines, Seremban, Singapore, Borobudur Temple, Javanese Volcano, the 
Port of Medan (Sumatra), &c.; the Album is Titled:] Malaisie. 1910.

30

Large Oblong Folio album ca. 32,5x46 cm (12 ¾ 
x 18 ¼ in). 60 stiff card album leaves (17 blank). 
With 148 mounted gelatin silver photos of 
various size, including four large images from ca. 
27x35,5 cm (10 ¾ x 14 in) to ca. 21x28 cm (8 ¼ 
x 11 in) and a dozen panoramas from ca. 8x28,5 
cm (3 x 11 ¼ in) to ca. 5x17,5 cm (2 x 6 ¾ in); 
the other photos are from ca. 17,5x23 cm (6 ¾ x 
9 in) to ca. 5,5x10 cm (2 ¼ x 3 ¾ in). One photo 
with a caption in negative (in German), five 
photos numbered in negative. With five loosely 
inserted period paper leaves with manuscript 
ink captions in French, identifying all photos 
(some captions relate to several images). Album 
leaves are numbered in pencil in the right 
upper corners. Period dark brown half morocco 
with black pebbled cloth boards; gilt-lettered 
titles on the front board and the spine; moiré 
endpapers. Spine neatly repaired on hinges, a 
few photos mildly faded or with mild silvering, 
but overall a very good album of interesting 
photographs.

Historically significant, well-annotated 
collection of early original photos, taken and 
collected by Belgian industrialist and politician 
Paul Lippens during his travel to the Galang 
Island (Riau Archipelago south of Singapore) 
in Dutch East Indies, modern-day Indonesia. 
Lippens went on a trip in 1910, most likely to 
manage operations of the newly-formed “Galang 
Besar Rubber Plantations Ltd.” A joined Dutch-
British enterprise based in London, the company 
was created the same year (1910) on the basis 

of Dutch “Galang Exploitatie Maatschappij,” 
of which Lippens was an administrator. After 
the incorporation of “Galang Besar Rubber 
Plantations Ltd.,” he became one of its directors 
(Galang Besar Rubber Plantations// The 
Economist, June 11, 1910, p. v.). The trip was 
apparently undertaken to access the actives of 
the new company on the Galang Island and to 
supervise its main operations. “Galang Besar 
Rubber Plantations Ltd.” continued working 
on the island for over thirty years and was 
liquidated in May 1942, shortly after the Dutch 
East Indies were occupied by Japan in the course 
of WW2 (Rubber Co. to wind up// The Daily 
Telegraph, 30 May 1942, p. 2).

As follows from the album photos, Lippens 
and his wife Suzanne (née Orban, 1887-1971) 
took an ocean steamer from Europe to Penang 
and either drove a car or went by a train of 
the Malay State Railways on the route to 
Kuala Lumpur and Singapore. From there, they 
travelled by sea to Galang Island, where they 
remained for some time, and then visited tea 
and rubber plantations on Java and Sumatra, 
possibly on the way back to Belgium. The album 
opens with eighteen photos documenting 
Lippens’ voyage from Europe to British Malaya, 
with portraits of his travel companions, scenes 
on board the ocean steamer and several views 
of ports visited on the way (including four 
streets scenes of Aden).

Over thirty photos were taken in the 
territories of the Federated Malay States and 
the Straits Settlements (the Malay Peninsula, 
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Penang and Singapore). Among them are 
five photos of Penang, showing its port and 
waterfront, with the distinctive building of 
the terminus of the Malay State Railways. Two 
excellent panoramas show Kuala Lumpur (a 
general view taken from above and a closer 
view of British Government Offices, now Sultan 
Abdul Samad Building). There are also views 
of Kuala Lumpur’s botanical gardens and 
“omnibus automobiles,” the road from Kuala 
Lumpur leading south, with the travellers’ cars, 
Seremban (hotel and Malay State Railways 
station), and Singapore streets. Six photos, 
including a beautiful large image, depict tin 
mining operations, most likely near Perak, 
showing working dredges, an open-pit mine, a 
native tin panner, colonial supervisors, &c. Nine 
photos show Lippens and his wife visiting an 
hevea tree plantation and processing facility.

About twenty-five photos in the album 
(leaves numbered by the compiler from 15 to 
20) show hevea tree plantations and facilities 
of the “Galang Besar Rubber Plantations Ltd.” 
According to the compiler’s manuscript captions 
provided on five separate paper leaves, three 
photos depict Galang Island from the sea and its 
landing pier. There are also numerous views of 
Galang plantations of hevea trees (including two 
excellent large images) - areas of cleared forest 
and newly-planted hevea, the main plantation 
mansion, hospital, “habitations of coolies,” 
“habitation of an assistant,” portraits of native 
workers, European planters and their families, 
scenes of harvesting rubber from hevea trees, 
&c.

About twenty-nine images (leaves numbered 
by the compiler from 21 to 31) illustrate the 
Lippens couple’s trip to Java. The photos include 
five large studio views of the Borobudur temple 
and a snapshot with the travellers posing on the 
temple grounds, two large photos of a volcano 
“in the east of Java” with the lake in the caldera, 
views of Bantam (Banten), Soerabaya (Surabaya), 
local villages, a tea plantation, portraits of the 
travellers and their car, native people, &c.

Over thirty images on the last ten leaves of 
the album illustrate Lippens’ visit to a rubber 
plantation in northern Sumatra. According 
to the captions, it was the “Bruxelles Estate” 
– a property of the “Sumatra Caoutchouc 

Maatschappij” in the Laboean Batoe district 
(modern-day Labuhanbatu Regency of North 
Sumatra), founded in 1907. The photos show 
newly-planted hevea trees on the site of burned 
forest and grown trees (with the telephone 
poles in the foreground), the village of Panek/
Labouan Belik (Labuhanbilik) – “it is here that 
you leave the steamer to take the canoe which 
will take you to the plantation,” a prison for 
“coolies” in Panek, the Bruxelles Estate grounds 
(house of the managing director G.O. Krebs 
and a group portrait of the Lippens and the 
Krebs couples, hospital for “coolies”), Merbau 
River, native villages, dancers, a hunter with a 
killed crocodile, a ship’s cook, Dutch colonial 
residents on a tapioca plantation, &c. The 
album also contains four street views of Medan, 
then a major port and trade centre in northern 
Sumatra.

Overall an important collection of early 
photos of rubber plantations on the Indonesian 
Riau archipelago, Malay peninsula and in 
northern Sumatra, as well as interesting original 
images of Penang, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysian tin 
mining, Singapore, Seremban, &c.

Paul Lippens belonged to an influential 
family of Belgian liberal politicians from Ghent. 
His father, Hyppolite Lippens (1847-1906), was 
the mayor of Ghent (1882-95), a member of the 
local parliament and a senator for the liberal 
party. Paul’s elder brother Maurice Lippens 
(1875-1956) served as the governor of Belgian 
East Flanders province (1919-21), Governor-
General of the Belgian Congo (1921-23) and 
President of the Belgian Senate (1934-36). 
Apart from his work in the Dutch East Indies 
rubber industry, Lippens was the leader of the 
liberal party in Ghent and became a shareholder 
of “Compagnie Commerciale et Agricole 
d’Alimentation du Bas-Congo” (Journal officiel de 
l’Afrique équatoriale française, 15 février 1912, p. 
112). He died in 1915 after being wounded in a 
WW1 military engagement on the Yser River.
 Price: $7,500
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[IRAN - TRANS-IRANIAN RAILWAYS]
[Historically Significant Photo Album with 100 Original Gelatin Silver Mounted 
Photos, One Real Photo Postcard, and One Printed Postcard of the Trans-Iranian 
Railway, Showing Over 40 Railway Stations (Bender Shah, Bender Shahpoor, Shahi, 
Vresk, Tehran, Gadouk, Benevar, Endimeshk, Arak, Neka, etc.), Bridges (Tajen, Doab, 
Karaj, Abdiz, Karoun, Gorgor, Ahwaz, etc.), Tunnels, Engine Houses, Steam Engines, 
Workers’ Houses, etc.; With an Offset from “The Railway Gazzette,” Dated 2 and 16, 
1945, Summarizing the British Work on the Construction of the Iranian Railways].
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Album: Ca. 1940s. Oblong Folio album (ca. 
23x39 cm). 25 card stock leaves with tissue 
guards. With 100 original gelatin silver photos 
each ca. 8,5x11,5 cm, (3 ¼ x 4 ¾ in). With two 
period postcards mounted on verso of the front 
cover (a real photo postcard and a printed 
postcard, each ca. 8,5x13,5 cm or 3 ½ x 5 ½ 
in). All photos with period manuscript white 
ink captions in English. Period manuscript 
white ink presentation inscription on verso of 
the front cover: “Presented with Compliments 
by The Iranian State Railways to Lt. Col. G. E. 
Wheeler.” Period hardcover album with a sheep 
spine, fastened with a string; both covers with 
painted Persian miniatures and designs. Binding 
rubbed on extremities, corners slightly bumped, 
the right lower corner of the front board with a 
crack, the front leaf without a tissue guard, but 
overall a very good album with bright sound 
and important photos.

With: British Work on Persian Railways. The 
achievements and difficulties of the R. Es. during 
the 15 months in which they laid the foundation 
for effective aid to Russia. An offprint from 
“The Railway Gazette” (Feb. 2 and 16, 1945). 
Ca. 29x21,5 cm (11 ¼ x 8 ½ in). 9 pp. Original 
publisher’s wrappers.

Historically significant extensive collection of 
early original photos of the newly constructed 
Trans-Iranian Railway (the predecessor of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Railways) from ca. 
1940s. The album contains 100 original gelatin 

silver photos of the entire route of the railway 
from Bandar Torkaman to Bandar-e Emam 
Khomeyni. Ca. 30 photos depict stations (Bender 
Shah, Behshahr, Neka, Tehran, Sari, Gadouk, Shahi, 
Shirgah, Zirab, etc.), bridges (Tajen, Vresk or 
“Victory,” Doab), repairing workshops, a tunnel, 
and general views of the Northern Division, 
stretching from the port of Bender Shah on the 
Caspian Sea to Tehran. During the Anglo-Soviet 
occupation of Iran, the line was controlled by 
the USSR from 1941 to 1942. Most of the photos 
(over 60) show the Southern Division (between 
Tehran and the port of Bender Shahpoor on the 
Persian Gulf), operated by the British forces and 
Empire Royal Engineers (RE) in the early-1940s. 
The photographs depict ca. 25 stations: Tehran 
(both exterior and interior: general view, hall of 
the station building, one of the platforms, Tehran 
engine house, etc.), Karaj (general view of the 
station and the Karaj bridge), Arak (general view, 
engine house, and engines), Bisheh (general 
view and hospital), Dokouhe (general view and 
a nearby bridge), Endimeshk (general view, a 
nearby bridge, oil installations, engine house), 
Ahwaz (general view, engine house, Ahwaz road 
bridge), Mazoo, Balarood, Shahbazan, etc. Some 
of the photos depict oil reservoirs, tunnels, 
a workers’ house, views from the South Line, 
etc. At least 7 photos show stations (Garmsar, 
Semnan, Damghan, Shahroud), an engine house, 
and an employees’ house on the eastern line of 
the railway (from Tehran to Shahroud). Names 
of stations and train engines are visible in 
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several photos. The album also contains two 
period postcards, showing the British Consulate 
in Bushire (Bushehr) and an example of Iranian 
architecture.

The album was presented to the noted British 
military man and diplomat Geoffrey Edleston 
Wheeler CIE (1897-1990) when an associate 
of the British Embassy in Tehran (1946-1950). 
Geoffrey was commissioned into the Queen’s 
Royal West Surrey Regiment in 1915 as a second 
lieutenant, reaching the rank of captain before 
the end of WWI. From 1919 to 1925, he was 
attached to General Staff as an intelligence 
officer covering India, Palestine, and Malta. In 
1926, Wheeler served in Mashhad, Iran as the 
British Military Attaché and he was stationed 
in Iraq from 1928 to 1931. Wheeler spent 
the next decade and a half in India where he 
severed in the External Affairs Department, the 
Ministry of Information, and General Staff Army 
Headquarters. In 1946, Wheeler was stationed 
at the British embassy in Teheran, Iran (1946–
1953), where he served as both the Press and 
Oriental Councillor until he returned to London 
in 1950. He retired from the Indian Army in 
1949 as a Lieutenant-Colonel.

The album is supplemented with a rare 
offprint from the Railway Gazette summarizing 
the British work on the construction of the 

Iranian Railways in 1941-1942. Overall, an 
interesting extensive collection of early original 
photos of the main railway system in Iran.

The construction of the Trans-Iranian Railway 
was initiated in 1927 by the Iranian monarch 
and the first shah of the House of Pahlavi 
Reza Shah (1878-1944). Completed in 1938 
and built exclusively with national funds, the 
1,394-kilometre-long IRS connected the Caspian 
Sea in the northeast with the Persian Gulf in the 
southwest. After the Anglo-Soviet occupation 
of Iran (1941-1942), the Allies took over the 
Trans-Iranian Railway: British and Empire Royal 
Engineers (RE) operated the Southern Division 
between Tehran and the port of Bandar Shahpur, 
and the Soviet Army operated the Northern 
Division between Tehran and the port of Bandar 
Shah. With joint efforts, the foreign powers 
imported new locomotives and wagons, notably 
increasing the freight capacity of the ISR. 
Following the end of WWII, the British restored 
the line to Iranian State Railways, and in 1961, 
the railway was extended from Bandar Shah 
to Gorgan. In 2021, the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Railways was registered as the 25th tangible 
cultural heritage of Iran on the UNESCO World 
List.
 Price: $7,500
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[EGYPT]
[Two Albums with 144 Original Albumen and Gelatin Silver Photographs, 
Documenting a Nile River Cruise and a Trip to the Holy Land in 1908, and Showing 
Ancient Temples and Sites of the Upper and Lower Egypt, River Nile and Boats, 
Al-Azhar Mosque in Cairo, Edinburgh Medical Mission in Damascus, and Several 
Locations of the Holy Land (Nazareth, River Jordan, Capernaum, Tiberias, the Sea of 
Galilee, &c.); the Albums are Titled:] I. The Second Cataract to Karnak; II. Karnak to 
Syria & Constantinople.

32

Albums: ca. 1908; most studio photos: ca. 
1880s-1890s. Two Large Quarto albums, each ca. 
30,5x24,5 cm (12 x 9 ½ in). Each with 60 card 
stock leaves. With 144 mounted original photos, 
including 122 albumen photos ca. 20x26 cm, 19 
gelatin silver photos and one photochrome, all 
ca. 16,5x20,5 cm (6 ½ x 8 in). All photos with 
period ink captions in English on the mounts, ca. 
sixty photos with the photographers’ signatures 
or captions in French in negative. Two period 
black half moroccos with black pebbled cloth 
boards; front boards with gilt-lettered titles and 
the owner’s name; spines with raised bands, 
moiré endpapers; all edges gilt. Binder’s paper 
labels on both rear pastedown endpapers 
(“J. Maudsley & Son, Stationer, Castle Street, 
Liverpool”). Spines and corners neatly repaired, a 
few photos mildly faded, a couple of leaves with 
minor tears not affecting the images; overall 
very good albums of strong interesting photos.

Attractive albums housing an extensive 
collection of photos which document a Nile 
river cruise and a trip to the Holy Land, collected 
and taken by a prominent future Liverpool 
stockbroker Gray Kynoch Leathart Rae and his 
father, Edward Rae (1847-1923), a travel writer 
and himself a Liverpool stockbroker. In 1908, 
they went up the Nile from Cairo to the Second 
cataract at Wadi Halfa, visiting ancient Egyptian 
temples and sites on the way, and then toured 
around the Holy Land and Constantinople. These 
two albums mainly contain Antonio Beato’s 

classical studio photos of the Egyptian sites and 
antiquities collected by Gray Kynoch Rae. Out of 
122 albumen photos of Egypt, about fifty-six are 
signed by Beato in negative, and the rest, similar 
in size, colour hues and style, are also attributed 
to him. Four photos of Hellenistic sarcophagi 
from Constantinople (with French captions in 
negative) were attributed to Pascal Sebah due 
to their distinctive cursive type.

Antonio Beato’s photos illustrate the Raes’ 
return trip down the Nile River, from the Second 
Cataract in Wadi Halfa to the Great Pyramids 
of Giza. The images show: the Second Cataract, 
“temple d’Ipsambul” (Abu Simbel), now non-
existent Korosko village (flooded during the 
construction of the Aswan High Dam), Temple 
of Dakka, Temple of Al-Maharraqa, Temple of 
Kalabsha, Temple of the Beghe Island, Temple of 
the Philae Island (sixteen views from different 
angles, including a view of the Nile taken from 
the island), the first Cataract at Aswan, the town 
of Aswan and Elephantine Island, Temple of 
Kom Ombo, ancient quarries at Gebel el-Silsila, 
Temple of Edfu (eight views of various sites and 
bas-reliefs), Edfu village, Temple of Esna, Temple 
of Luxor (5), the city of Luxor (general view, 
Nile banks and steamers, Luxor hotel, travellers 
on a dahabiya, locals, &c.), Temple of Karnak 
(25), the village of Karnak, temples and sites 
of the Theban Necropolis (temples at Medinet 
Habu, Deir el-Bahri, Qurna, the Ramesseum, the 
Colossi of Memnon), Dendera Temple, general 
view of Asyut, bas-reliefs of the Dendera and 
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Abydos Temples, an ancient tomb at Beni Hasan, 
the Pyramid of Djoser at Saqqara, the Great 
Pyramids of Giza, &c.

Four photos by the studio of Pascal Sébah 
depict three ancient Hellenistic sarcophagi 
excavated at the Royal Necropolis of Sidon, 
modern-day Lebanon (Alexander Sarcophagus, 
Sarcophagus of the Satrap, and Sarcophagus 
of the Crying Women) and the Sidamara 
Sarcophagus (discovered near Sidamara, 
modern-day central Turkey). There is also a 
photochrome image of the interior of the 
Church of Nativity in Bethlehem. Nineteen 
gelatin silver photos are the original vernacular 
photos taken during the trip. They include 
views of the Philae Temple, inundated after the 
construction of the Aswan Low Dam in 1899-
1902, a Nile boat near Luxor, bas-reliefs in the 
Temple of Seti I in Abydos, River Jordan near 
biblical Bethsaida, Capernaum, Tiberias, the Sea 
of Galilee, portraits of young girls with water 
jugs in Nazareth and at “the well of Cana of 
Galilee,” local fishermen, &c. Several photos 
portray Gray Kynoch Rae, posing at the Pylon of 
Ramesses II of the Luxor Temple, in an orange 
garden near Thebes, with a camel at Wadi Halfa, 
“onboard Nile steamer Nefertari, Assouan,” in 
front of the Al-Azhar Mosque in Cairo, and “at 
the Edinburgh Medical Mission, Damascus.” 
Overall an attractive extensive collection of 
large, well-preserved albumen photos of Egypt, 
illustrating the history of the Nile river tourism 
in the early 20th century.

Gray Kynoch Leathart Rae “became a member 
of the Liverpool Stock Exchange in May 1910, 
and a member of the committee in April 1932. 
He was an active member until two weeks 
before his death. He was a member of the Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club. During the first World 
War, he was a captain in the Royal Artillery. 
In the 1939-1945 War, he joined an artillery 
regiment and was later an instructor with the 
rank of major at O.C.T.U. at Llandrindod Wells” 
(Liverpool Echo, 4 March 1947, p. 3).

Edward Rae was a son of a prominent 
banker and patron of arts (most notably, the 
Pre-Raphaelites) George Rae (1817-1902). 
He himself made a successful banking career 
and was a chairman of the Liverpool Stock 
Exchange for 21 years, authoring “the Forged 

Transfer Act, which has proved of inestimable 
value to stockholders” (Mr. Edward Rae// The 
Guardian. London, 28 June 1923, p. 12). In the 
1870s and 1880s, he travelled across the Middle 
East and North Africa, as well as Lapland, 
Kola Peninsula and the coast of the White 
Sea, publishing his travel accounts with John 
Murray: “The Land of the North Wind, or Travels 
among the Laplanders and the Samoyeds” 
(1875), “The country of the Moors, A Journey 
from Tripoli in Barbary to the City of Kairwan” 
(1877), and “The White Sea Peninsula, A Journey 
in Russian Lapland and Karelia” (1881). During 
his travels around the Middle East, he became 
“one of the first Englishmen to enter the holy 
city of Kairwan, in Tunisia” (Mr. Edward Rae// 
The Guardian. London, 28 June 1923, p. 12). In 
1874, Rae was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society. He was also credited with 
introducing the game of cricket into “Russian 
Lapland” (Weird… but True: Curious Cricketing 
Tales, 1892-2006// The Independent. London, 23 
August 2006, p. 56).
 Price: $6,500
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[SIERRA LEONE – HUT TAX WAR]
[Album with Four Pencil Drawings and Forty-Six Original Gelatin Silver Photos, 
Including Thirty-Four Images Taken while on Service in Sierra Leone and during 
the Hut Tax War of 1898-1899; With a Lithographed Plan of the Cape Coast Castle, 
Compiled by Foulkes for the War Office].
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Ca. 1898-1899. Oblong Small Quarto album (ca. 
18,5x25 cm). 51 leaves. With 46 mounted gelatin 
silver snapshot photographs, from ca. 11,5x12 
cm (4 ½ x 4 ¾ in) to ca. 3,5x4,5 cm (1 ¼ x 1 ¾ 
in), most photos are ca. 7,5x11 cm (3 x 4 ¼ in). 
With a mounted lithographed plan of the Cape 
Coast Castle ca. 14x20 cm (5 ½ x 7 ¾ in). All but 
five private photos with period pencil captions 
on the mounts. Pencil dedication inscription on 
the second leaf. Period light brown full morocco 
album with a gilt-lettered dedication “June 
20th, 1899, Dodo” on the front board. Marbled 
endpapers, all edges gilt. A couple of images 
mildly faded, but overall a beautiful keepsake 
album in near fine condition with interesting 
photographs.

Historically significant collection of rare 
early amateur photos of Sierra Leone, taken 
by British officer Charles Howard Foulkes. 
He commissioned into the Army as 2nd Lt. 
in the Royal Engineers and served in Sierra 
Leone in 1897-1899, where he supervised the 
construction of Freetown’s coastal defence 
infrastructure and took part in the Hut Tax War 
(1898-99) against the Temne people in the 
north of the country. In 1899-1900, he served 
during the Second Boer War, when he organized 
a photographic reconnaissance section; in 
1902-1904, Foulkes was an officer of the Anglo-
French Boundary Commission. He is mostly 
known as Britain’s chief advisor on gas warfare 
(1915) and the director of the controversial Gas 
Services (1917). Foulkes was an avid amateur 
photographer, and his images of the Hut Tax War 
became an important early example of conflict 

photography.
Our album was specially bound and presented 

to Foulkes’ bride and future wife (since 1904) 
Dorothea Fanny Oakey (1880-1967). She was 
born on June 20th, and the elegant gilt-lettered 
dedication on the front board reads “Dodo, June 
20th 1899.” Foulkes’ inscription on the second 
leaf says: “To Dodo for June 20th. Wishing her 
very many happy returns of the day, and that I 
shall not have to send her a birthday present 
many more times.”

The album contains over twenty carefully 
selected views and scenes of Freetown 
and environs, aimed to give an overview of 
Foulkes’ life in Sierra Leone. Interesting images 
show “part of a fort I was building, showing 
underground casemates for troops to live in”; 
“the roof (almost completed) of a search-light 
engine room – an R.E. work”; “Church Missionary 
Society Headquarters in Freetown of which I 
am an ardent supporter”; a street scene, fishing 
villages on the “Port Lokko Creek” (Bankasoka 
River), “a riverside village, the tin-roofed houses 
belong to European traders”; “the “hammock,” 
in such we go about in Sierra Leone”, etc.; there 
are also several portraits of the native people of 
Sierra Leone.

Nine photos taken during the Hut Tax War 
have a general manuscript caption, reading: 
“this & the following were taken during the 
Hut Tax Expedition in Sierra Leone, April 1899.” 
The photos show a review of a company of 
West Indian Regiment in Freetown, the paddle 
steamer “Countess of Derby” and lighters which 
took the troops up the river, a military camp 
“showing Maxim gun, I was in charge of this 
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place & built it”; Foulkes’ camp dwelling with 
his “portmanteau [marked “C.H.F.”], camera case, 
blanket, revolver & helmet”; “a scene in camp, 
troops just starting to attack a village”; a native 
village destroyed by shells and burned (a vivid 
example of British scorched-earth policy during 
the campaign), and a scene with “the convoy 
accompanying troops.”

Foulkes himself presents on at least three 
or four photos. A portrait of “a group at the 
Sanatorium, Freetown” shows him posing with 
Col. J.E. Caulfield (acting Governor of Sierra 
Leone for three terms in 1895-1900), Caulfield’s 
A.D.C., and Sir William Prout (1862-1939) - 
principal medical officer and official member 
of the Legislative Consul of Sierra Leone in 
1895-1906. A scene in a riverside village 
depicts him taking a portrait of native children 
“grouped for the photograph.” The uncaptioned 
photo on the last leaf is obviously his portrait, 
and one of the uncaptioned photos taken in 
England, likely also depicts him mounted on 
a horse. The album additionally contains ten 
private photos taken in England and showing 
Foulke’s relatives, the Medway River and the 
Royal Engineers observatory in Chatham. 
The drawings are leisurely but skillful pencil 
sketches of two house cats, a lioness, and a 
tree branch. The lithographed plan of the Cape 
Coast Castle, “reproduced from a map compiled 
by Lieut. C.H. Foulkes from P.W.D. maps etc.” has 
a pencil commentary on the mount “Executed 
with several other maps for the intelligence 
of mission[?] of the War Office in preparing a 
Defence Scheme for the Gold Coast Colony”. 

Overall a rare important collection of early 
photos of Sierra Leone and military operations 
during the Hut Tax War.

A list of captions: A typical W. African village 
scene (Sierra Leone); River scene, Sierra Leone, 
my hammock boy thrown into the water to 
make ripples; A scene 4 miles from Freetown; 
River scene near Freetown; A fishing village 
on the river about 60 miles up the Port Lokko 
Creek (i.e. the Freetown river); River scene 
showing extraordinarily high mangrove trees; A 
riverside village, the tin-roofed houses belong 
to European traders; Typical river scene, the 
mangrove bushes grow like this for miles, on 
both sides of the river & are very unhealthy; 

Fishing village; Mountain stream near Freetown; 
Showing 2 officers who went out shooting with 
me. On arriving at a village the children rush out 
to see the peculiar sight!; The children grouped 
for the photograph; A group at the Sanatorium, 
Freetown: Col. Caulfield (Administrator & his 
guest), J. Kew[?] (A.D.C.), Mr. Prout (Colonial 
Surgeon), [the album’s compiler]; A street scene 
in Freetown; Officers’ Mess, Freetown, with 
water tower, which was originally used by the 
Portuguese for stowing away slaves in, till 
the slave ships arrived; Part of my household: 
Sambo, my servant, a thief, liar, etc. etc., “Daddy 
Puss,” “Piccin Puss,” a most important member of 
the family; Part of a fort I was building, showing 
underground casemates for troops to live in; 
The roof (almost completed) of a search-light 
engine room – an R.E. work; Enlisting carriers 
under a big cotton tree in Freetown for the 
Benin Expedition; Church Missionary Society 
Headquarters in Freetown of which I am an 
ardent supporter; A native water carrier (and a 
great beauty!); A “Piccin” looking over the side 
of a bridge at some bathers; The “hammock,” in 
such we go about in Sierra Leone; My cousins 
at Bedford – […?]; Laura; Rita; The Prices’ 
house; The hotel at the Devil’s Dyke, Brighton; 
This & the following were taken during the 
Hut Tax Expedition in Sierra Leone, April 1899, 
The barracks, Freetown, a company of West 
Indian Regt. ready to stand for the “war …?”; 
At the wharf, Freetown, getting into lighters 
to be towed to the paddle boat; Colonial Govt. 
paddle steamer Countess of Derby; Countess of 
Derby can’t go further than this (60 miles from 
Freetown), so the lighters are rowed the rest 
of the way. There are 200 men in this lighter; A 
camp on the Expedition, showing Maxim gun, I 
was in charge of this place & built it; But was 
not allowed a tent, so had to sleep here for a 
month! You can see my portmanteau, camera 
case, blanket, revolver & helmet, under the 
hammock; A scene in camp. Troops just starting 
to attack a village: biscuit tins (a sort of day 
biscuit & a … food for 4 or 5 weeks on end), 
rice bags, powder barrels, shelter all round the 
camp as protection from the sun, ammunition 
boxes; and others (full list can be found on our 
website).

  Price: $3,250
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[MADAGASCAR]
[Album with 110 Original Gelatin Silver Photographs of French Colonial Madagascar, 
Showing Diego Suarez/Antsiranana (Port and Roadstead, Cap Diego, Pointe du 
Corail, Ville Basse, Rue Colbert, Antsirane Neighbourhood), French military Camp 
d’Ambre and Forests of the Montagne Ambre, Betsileo, Hova, Sakalava, Antemoro 
People, Inhabitants of Comoros and Sainte-Marie Island/Nosy Boraha, Malagasy 
Tirailleurs, Scenes of Kabary, Views of Antananarivo and Toamasina, &c.]

34

Ca. 1900s. Oblong Small Folio album ca. 25,5x32 
cm (10 x 12 ½ in). 22 card stock leaves (2 
blank). With 110 mounted gelatin silver photos, 
including a two-part panorama ca. 11,5x34 cm 
(4 ½ x 13 ½ in) and thirty-nine larger photos ca. 
12x17 cm (4 ¾ x 6 ½ in); the rest of the photos 
are ca. 7,5x10,5 cm (3x4 in). All but about ten 
photos with period ink or pencil manuscript 
captions on the mounts (some captions relate 
to several images). Period black full cloth album, 
neatly recased. Several of the smaller photos 
mildly faded, several with visible defects of 
negatives, but overall a very good album with 
interesting photographs.

Historically significant extensive collection of 
original photos of French colonial Madagascar 
in the early 1900s. Most likely, taken and 
collected by a French military officer, the album 
includes twenty-eight large photos of Diego 
Suarez (Antsiranana) in northern Madagascar, 
the initial French settlement on the island, 
granted by the Merina Queen Ranavalona III 
in 1885 after the Kingdom’s defeat in the First 
Franco-Hova War. From here, French colonial 
rule spread across the entire island, which 
became a French colony after the Second 
Franco-Hova War in 1897. The photos include 
views of Diego Suarez port and roadstead (with 
French naval ship “La Gironde”), quays, Cap 
Diego, Pointe du Corail, Ville Basse, Antsirane 
neighbourhood (southwestern part of the 
roadstead, “rampe et pavillon du Général,” “place 
de la musique” and officers’ houses, barracks 

of the marines, Plateau du Corail, postal tram 
car, Rue Colbert, a street decorated with French 
flags for the arrival of General Joseph Gallieni 
in 1902), military barracks, French military Camp 
d’Ambre (a two-part panorama and four smaller 
photos), “house of the firing range at Camp 
d’Ambre,” “garden of the Foreign Legion at Camp 
d’Ambre,” a “concession of a French colonel at 
Mount Ambre,” waterfalls streams and forest 
at the Ambre Mountain (now Madagascar’s 
national park), &c. Over a dozen large photos 
portray Madagascar people – from Comoros, 
Sainte-Marie Island (Nosy Boraha), Antemoro 
people, children of mixed descent (“enfants 
créoles ou mulatres”), women at a village well, 
people breaking stones, a family at their house, 
et al. The smaller photos include scenes from 
kabary events, portraits of Betsileo, Hova, and 
Sakalava people, Malagasy tirailleurs, porters, 
peasants, families and children, crowds going to 
the July 14th celebration, views of Antananarivo 
(Catholic cathedral, Lake Anosy, the palace of 
Prime Minister), Tamatave/Toamasina (streets, 
market), military(?) camps, native villages, zebu 
herds, &c. One photo shows a French officer, 
who arrived at a camp, possibly, the album’s 
compiler or his co-serviceman. Overall an 
interesting extensive collection of original 
photos of Madagascar in the 1900s, with large, 
well-preserved views of Antsiranana and Camp 
d’Ambre.

  Price: $4,250
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[LABRADOR]
[Album with Sixty Original Gelatin Silver Photograph Portraits Taken on a Voyage 
from St. John’s in Newfoundland to Rowsell Harbour Located North of Saglek Bay 
in Northern Labrador, Including Views of Rowsell Harbour and Camp Headquarters, 
Moravian Missionary Station in Hebron, Bays and Inlets of Labrador, Icebergs and 
Packed Ice, St. John’s, Brigus, Portraits of Inuit, Missionaries, “liveyere Old Tom Evans 
and His Dogs” Edgar Moxham Himself, etc].
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Ca. 1905. Oblong Folio (ca. 28,5x40 cm). 18 gray 
card stock album leaves. With sixty mounted 
gelatin silver prints, including one large photo 
ca. 15,5x25,5 cm (6 x 10 in); the majority of 
the photos are ca. 8x13,5 cm (3 x 5 ½ in), four 
smaller photos are ca. 7,5x9,5 cm (3 x 3 ¾ in). 
All photos with detailed white ink manuscript 
captions on the mounts, the first and the last 
leaves with extensive handwritten passages by 
Moxham describing the expedition and listing 
its most notable members. Period black cloth 
album with leaves fastened with a string and 
a gilt lettered title “Photographs” on the front 
board. Cover with some minor water staining, 
several images slightly faded, but overall a very 
good album. 

Historically important first-hand visual 
account of this early 20th century sea voyage 
along the western coast of Newfoundland and 
Labrador from St. John’s to Rowsell Harbour, 
a fjord about 50 kilometers north of Saglek 
Bay in northern Labrador. The album was 
compiled by the expedition leader Edgar C. 
Moxham, an American mining engineer and a 
brother of Arthur J. Moxham (1854-1931), one 
of the founders of the “Dominion Iron & Steel 
Company” in Nova Scotia and an executive of 
the DuPont Company for over 10 years (1902-
1914). The expedition sailed on board the sealer 
steamship “Kite” (which was used by Robert 
Peary during his Second Greenland Expedition 
in 1891) and aimed to pick up a party of 107 
miners who were developing a pyrite deposit 
near Rowsell Harbour. The “Kite” left St. John’s on 

the 24th of June 1905, “expecting to traverse the 
distance of but 1000 miles in 6 to 8 days,” but 
“met with Arctic ice soon after its departure & as 
a result it was not until 3rd August that the ship 
was able to penetrate to its destination, after a 
voyage of 40 days. All hands were immediately 
embarked and the expedition returned in safety, 
to St. John’s 10th August 1905.”

The album contains over forty photos taken 
in Labrador, including a large excellent view of 
Rowsell Harbour with the “Kite” near the shore 
and five smaller views of the Rowsell Harbour 
showing the “Camp Headquarters,” “The Harbour 
from Camp” and the rocky cliffs surrounding 
the fjord. Very interesting are the four photos 
of the Moravian missionary station in Hebron 
where the “Kite” had to stay for several weeks, 
waiting for the sea to clear from the ice (the 
mission was closed and the site was abandoned 
in 1959, it was designated a National Historic 
Site of Canada in 1976). The photos include 
a general view of the mission buildings and 
three portraits, showing missionaries Paul 
Schmidt (1870-1912), Ernst Bohlmann (1864-
1945), “Revd. Asboe [?]” “Native servants of the 
Mission & Capt. Collins,” and “Children of the 
Moravian Missionaries.” The other photos of 
Labrador show the Battle Harbour, whaling 
station at Cape Charles (four views, including 
that of a “cargo of whalebone”), Okak Islands, 
crew members waiting for the ice to loose 
at Turnovik, Black Islands where “fog and ice 
held us for 2 days,” “Kiq-la-Paix we were again 
held for 36 hours”, heavy ice in the Saglek Bay, 
two photos of a pack of huskies “pulling water 
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wagon,” several views of the sea covered with 
“the crush ice” which “had forced itself more 
than half way up & over the mountainous 
coast… a moving, cracking, groaning mass,” etc. 
There are also several interesting portraits 
showing an Inuit in his kayak at sea, a “liveyere” 
“Old Tom Evans and his dogs,” and two groups 
of Inuit on board the “Kite,” captioned “Our good 
little friends and constant visitors, especially at 
scoffin (meal) time,” and “Sweethearts and wives.” 
A dozen views of Newfoundland show St. John’s 
Harbour, the pier at Brigus (two photos taken on 
the “Kite’s” departure and return), the western 
coast (Bay of Islands, Twillingate, Little Bay, Bay 
of Roberts), coastal schooners met on the way, 
the deck of the “Kite” with a crewmember “Joe 
Morgan,” and the Cabot Tower in St. John’s with 
signal flags “Welcome Home.”

The first leaf of the album contains a detailed 
description of the expedition’s proceedings, 
the last leaf has a touching dedication to the 
expedition members: “With gratitude and 
thanks beyond words to you, my comrades & 
friends, tried and true, to whose grit, skill, and 
steadfast purpose alone is due the safe return 
of the expedition: John Bartlett, Mangr. – Robt. A. 
Bartlett Capt. s/s “Algerine,” John Bonzain, mine 
Foreman; George Bartlett – Doctor; Geo. Collins, 
Capt. Of s/s “Kite,” to our faithful Mickmack 
Indian hunter John Stevenson who lost his life 
in our service and to One more dear at home 
I dedicate this record of our venture into the 
frozen North, Edgar C. Moxham, Mining Engineer 
in charge of both expeditions.”

Many photographs are supplemented with 
extensive manuscript passages, describing 
particular events of the voyage or Moxham’s 
thoughts about them, i.e.: “The weeks dragged 
by, the situation becoming acute. This is 3rd 
August. On the 24th of last August the snow 
storm, such as no ship can expect to live against, 
had commenced. Only 3 weeks could therefore 
be counted upon to reach our men. Failing 
this we must return South with the ice flow 
for our own preservation, thus abandoning our 
expedition at Rowsell’s “in extremis.” An attempt 
was made by one of the party to cross the 
intervening 50 miles overland, but even this was 
found to be quite impossible for any white man 
to accomplish.”

The album opens with a portrait of Edgar 
Moxham and a photo of a wolf who according to 
the caption, are “two of a kind;” on the verso of 
the first leaf Moxham quoted several lines from 
Rudyard Kipling’s romantic poem “The Explorer” 
(1898):

«There’s no sense in going further - it’s the edge 
of cultivation,»

So they said, and I believed it…

Till a voice, as bad as Conscience, rang 
interminable changes

On one everlasting Whisper day and night 
repeated -- so:

«Something hidden. Go and find it. Go and look 
behind the Ranges --

«Something lost behind the Ranges. Lost and 
waiting for you. Go!»

Overall a rare content rich photo album, 
giving a vivid account of the life in the Canadian 
Arctic and the difficulties of an Arctic voyage in 
the early 20th century.

  Price: $4,500



111110

[CARIBBEAN – EARLY CRUISE]
[Album with 165 Original Gelatin Silver Photos and Cyanotypes, Taken and Collected 
during the 1902 Cruise Around the Caribbean on Board the Hamburg-America Line 
Ship “Prinzessin Victoria Luise,” Including Several Images of St. Pierre and Morne 
Rouge on Martinique Shortly before Their Destruction during the Eruption of Mount 
Pelée in May and August 1902].

36

Ca. 1902. Oblong Folio album (ca. 25,5x30,5 
cm). 22 card stock leaves. With 165 mounted 
original photographs (153 mounted and 12 
loosely inserted), including 154 gelatin silver 
photos from ca. 18,5x23,5 cm (7 ¼ x 9 ¼ in) to 
ca. 5x9,5 cm (2 x 3 ¾ in) and eleven cyanotypes 
from ca. 10x11 cm (4 x 4 ½ in) to ca. 5,5x7,5 
cm (2 ¼ x 3 in). Over thirty photos with period 
pencil or ink captions on verso. About a dozen 
photos captioned or numbered in negative; 
about twenty photos with studios’ ink stamps on 
verso. Period maroon pebbled half cloth album 
with cloth sides; gilt-lettered title “Photographs” 
on the front board. A couple of photographs 
with creases and tears on extremities, a couple 
of images mildly faded; but overall a very good 
album of strong interesting photos.

Historically significant collection of original 
vernacular and studio photos, documenting 
the second Caribbean cruise of the famous 
Hamburg-America Line ship “Prinzessin 
Victoria Luise.” The first purpose-built cruise 
ship, “Prinzessin Victoria Luise,” made her first 
tour around the West Indies just a year earlier, 
in 1901, and ended her career in 1906 after 
wrecking near the coast of Jamaica. During the 
1902 cruise, which lasted from February 8 to 
March 8, the ship visited Puerto Rico, Jamaica, 
Cuba, Trinidad, Curacao, Martinique, Venezuela, 
etc. The Martinique stop is very important, as 
the tourists became one of the last visitors to 
Saint-Pierre, the economic and cultural centre 
of the island which was completely destroyed 
during the eruption of Mount Pelée two months 

later, on May 8, 1902. The album contains 
several snapshot photos of the city and the 
volcano, as well as views taken on the way to 
the mountainous community of Morne Rouge, 
located on Mount Pelée’s slope (Morne Rouge 
was also destroyed during the later volcanic 
eruption on August 30, 1902). Four rare photos, 
taken by the Saint-Pierre studio of Théodore 
Célestin before the catastrophe of 1902, show 
the city’s central square - Place des Monges or 
Place Bertin, the famous lighthouse on the same 
square (captioned in pencil “Just after leaving 
the Quay, St. Pierre”), St. Pierre’s botanical 
garden and the beach at Carbet “en route from 
St. Pierre to Fort-de-France.” Other interesting 
photos include street scenes of Kingston, 
Havana, San Juan, Port of Spain, Santiago de 
Cuba, Willemstad, Fort-de-France, a “coolie 
village” in Trinidad, numerous portraits of the 
native people, etc.

The photos were taken and collected by 
Louise Griffin Arnoldson (then still Paterson), a 
young woman from a wealthy Chicago family. 
Her father, Joseph Griffin Paterson, worked 
as an examiner of patents for the United 
States Patent Office. Louise had the degree of 
Bachelor of Music (violin) from the American 
Conservatory of Music and studied languages at 
the University of Chicago. In 1907 she married 
Torild W. Arnoldson, the head of the modern 
language department at the University of Utah 
in Salt Lake City, but divorced him in 1915. In 
1916-1920, Mrs. Arnoldson taught French at 
the University of Utah; in 1920-1948, worked 
in the Montana State University, retiring as an 
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associate professor. She also studied at the 
University of Paris, receiving a doctor’s degree in 
1934. “Mrs. Arnoldson owned an authentic Amati 
violin, an heirloom in her family for generations, 
and was concertmaster of the Montana State 
University Symphony for several years after her 
first arrival in Missoula. She was <…> a member 
of the Modern Language Association and the 
American Association of University Professors” 
(Mrs. Arnodlson Dies at 79//The Missoulian 
(Missoula, Montana), 29 March 1956, p. 5). The 
album contains several portraits of Louise 
Arnoldson, including two photos with a violin 
and a later portrait with her daughter, Astrid H. 
Arnoldson (1908-1992). Overall an interesting 
content-rich visual source on the history of 
early Caribbean cruises, with rare photos of St. 
Pierre and Morne Rouge shortly before their 
destruction.

A list of captions: The Morro, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; The Morro, Havana; Harbor, St. Pierre; 
Louis; Fort-de-France; Morne Rouge; On the 
road to Morne Rouge, Martinique; Coolie woman 
on the road from Blue Basin, Trinidad. Mrs. 
Barton engaged her in conversation for the 
convenience of photographer; Trinidad, on road 
to Blue Basin; Coconut palm grove, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad; Looking into the Plaza of the Capitol, 
Curacao; Private house, Valencia, Venezuela; 
Governor’s House, Port of Spain, Trinidad; The 
Venezuelan Littoral from the mountains above 
La Guayra; Curacao, our guide; Curacao; On the 
beach, Curacao, where my handful of shells were 
picked up; Park walk and Government House, 
Curacao, Mr. & Mrs. Parrish [?] and Miss Lee in 
the distance; Jamaica, sugar mill; Negro cabin 
on the road to the Bog Walk, Mr. & Mrs. Barton 
and Mr. Harmon in foreground; On the road to 
Castleton Gardens, Jamaica; Waterfront, Curacao, 
Hamburg-American agent going on shore; View 
from window of Jamaican cabin on the road 
to Bog Walk, boy climbing cocoanut palm; Girl 
washing in stream, Bog Walk, Jamaica; Cathedral, 
Santiago de Cuba; The Morro, Santiago de Cuba; 
“Remember the Maine;” Captain Sauermann; 
Cathedral, Havana; Cristobal Colon Cem.; 
Memorial Arch, Curacao; Diving boys, St. Pierre, 
Martinique; Street in coolie village, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad; El Telegrafo, Havana; West 
Queen Street, Kingston, Jamaica; Duke Street, 

Kingston, Jamaica; Morro, San Juan; Just after 
leaving the quay, St. Pierre; Haunted sentry, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico; Blue Basin up the mountain 
gorge; Jardin des Plantes [St. Pierre]; Light-
house & fountain, Place des Monges, St. Pierre; 
En route from St. Pierre to Fort de France.
The larger studio photos have the following 
signatures in negative or ink stamps on 
verso: “Ramon Corral Fotografo, Habana” (10); 
“Soublette et Fils, Curacao, W.I.” (4); “Th. Celestin 
(St. Pierre, Martinique)” (4); “Views of Jamaica, 
J.W. Cleary, 89 King Street” (2); “Stephens & 
Scott, The Stores, Trinidad” (1).

  Price: $3,250
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[GUATEMALA]
[Collection of 26 Real Photo Postcards of Guatemala, Showing Chichicastenango, 
Solola, Totonicapan, Santiago Atitlan, San Antonio Palopo, Lake Atitlan and La 
Antigua].

37

Ca. 1930s-1940s. Twenty-six real photo 
postcards ca. 8,5x13,5 cm (3 ¼ x 5 ¼ in). Six 
postcards with printed captions on the margins 
and printed copyright “Tarjeta Postal, República 
de Guatemala, C.A.” on verso. Four postcards 
captioned in negative; fourteen postcards with 
ink stamps on verso, including seven postcards 
with the photographers’ ink stamp. Overall very 
good collection of rare interesting real photo 
postcards.

Attractive collection of Guatemala real photo 
postcards, from the first half of the 20th century. 
Likely collected by an American tourist or 
resident of Guatemala, the collection includes 
five postcards by noted local photographer 
Roberto Eichenberger. Swiss by origin, he was 
born in Guatemala, studied in Berlin and was 
active at the Guatemala photography market in 
the 1930s-1950s. Another postcard bears an ink 
stamp of the souvenir shop in Chichicastenango, 
owned by Max Lopez – and shows the town’s 
market with the shop’s storefront in the 
background. Overall the postcards depict the 
streets, sites and people in Chichicastenango, 
Solola, Totonicapan, Santiago Atitlan, San 
Antonio Palopo, and La Antigua. A very nice 
collection of well-preserved rare real photo 
postcards of Guatemala.

Captions and stamps on the postcards:
1) Captions in negative: Mayan Inn, 
Chichicastenango (two different views); 
Chichicastenango, Guat.; El Calvario, 
Chichicastenango, Guat.
2) Ink-stamped captions on verso: Lake Atitlan, 
G.; Mkt. Atitlan; Market girl, A.; Mkt. Day, Chichi 
(two different views); St. Mkt., Chichi; La Antigua.
3) Printed captions on the margins: 

Chichicastenango – Mercado; Sto. Tomas 
Chichicastenango – Plaza; Santa Cruz – Lago 
Atitlan; Indigenas en el mercado de Santiago 
Atitlan; San Antonio Palopo – Escuale Indigena; 
Marimba de Tecomates.
4) Ink captions and photographers’ stamps on 
verso: Chichicastenango Souvenir, Max Lopez M.; 
Chichicastenango Guatemala Foto Arte; Atitlan 
– Eichenberger, Guatemala (two different views); 
Totonicapan - Eichenberger, Guatemala; San 
Pedro Atitlan - Eichenberger, Guatemala; Solola - 
Eichenberger, Guatemala.

  Price: $950
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[BRAZIL – RIO GRANDE DO SUL]
[Album with 112 Gelatin Silver Photos Documenting the Construction of Port 
Facilities at Rio Grande and Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul].

38

Ca. 1910s. Oblong Octavo album (ca. 14x20,5 
cm). 50 card stock leaves. With 108 mounted 
gelatin silver photographs from ca. 12,5x17,5 
cm (4 ¾ x 6 ¾ in) to ca. 5x8,5 cm (2 x 3 ¼ in). 
Over thirty photos with period pencil captions 
in French on the mounts. Period red full cloth 
album, neatly repaired on the hinges. A few 
images mildly faded, several mounts slightly 
soiled or with the residue of photos being 
detached and repositioned, but overall a very 
good album.

Rare extensive collection of original 
photographs illustrating the large-scale 
construction of port facilities in the Patos 
Lagoon/Lagoa dos Patos (Brazilian province of 
Rio Grande do Sul) in the early 20th century. 
The first leaf bears a period pencil inscription 
in French “Porto Alegre, Brésil,” but it looks 
like most photos document the construction 
of Porto Novo in Rio Grande, now one of the 
main ports of Brazil and Latin America. Several 
views look very similar to the original photos 
from the collections of the Library of the Port 
of Rio Grande (Fereira, G.R.M. O acervo antigo 
da biblioteca do Porto do Rio Grande// Revista 
Memória em rede. Universidade Federal de 
Pelotas. 2015. V. 7. No. 13. Pp. 172-180; https://
periodicos.ufpel.edu.br/ojs2/index.php/
Memoria/article/view/6314). The photos were 
most likely taken by a French associate of the 
“Compagnie Française du Port du Rio Grande 
do Sul,” which managed the construction of 
both ports in the 1910s. The Porto Novo of 
Rio Grande was built in 1910-1915. The port 
facilities in the provincial capital Porto Alegre 
went under major reconstruction in 1913. Due 
to WW1, the process slowed down and was not 

completed until 1921, mostly under Brazilian 
management.

Most photos in the album show construction 
scenes and sites, newly-built piers and quays, 
the auxiliary railway, hangars and warehouses, 
piled cement blocks, machinery, construction 
workers, etc. Several photos show suction 
dredges used in construction, including 
“Gelderland” (1900), “Bento Gonzalves,” and 
“Tulho[?] de Castilhos.” A large photo portrays 
two European construction supervisors posing 
next to a cement block on a railway cart. One of 
the photos at the rear shows a scene with two 
workers standing next to a railway track leading 
to a large metal frame. The metal bars in the 
right lower corner bear white-painted signs “Rio 
Grande do Sul.” The other photos show Brazilian 
coastal defence ship “Marechal Deodoro” (1898-
1924), docked ocean steamers, including German 
liner “Santa Catharina” (1907-1914), the railway 
bridge at Pelotas, Itapua da Lagoa lighthouse 
near Port Alegre (built in 1860 at the entrance 
of Canal do Itapua, which connects the Lagoa 
dos Patos with the Guaiba River estuary), etc. 
Overall a historically significant original source 
on the early history of the Port of Rio Grande 
and the industrial development of the Patos 
Lagoon in southern Brazil.

  Price: $2,500
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[ARGENTINA, URUGUAY, PARAGUAY, IGUAZU FALLS]
[Album with 174 Original Gelatin Silver Photographs of a Steamer and Land Journey 
from Buenos Aires to the Iguazu Falls and Asuncion (Paraguay) in August-September 
1918, Compiled by an Upper-Class German Resident of Argentina and Showing 
Argentinian and Uruguayan Ports on the Uruguay and Parana Rivers, San Ignacio 
Jesuit Mission, Puerto Iguazu and its First Hotel, Iguazu Falls from Argentinian and 
Brazilian Sides, Travellers and their Companions, Asuncion and San Bernardino, &c].

39

1918. Oblong Folio (ca. 25x31,5 cm). 30 card 
stock leaves. With 174 mounted original gelatin 
silver photographs, including one large image 
ca. 17,5x23,5 cm (7 x 9 ½ in) and five panoramic 
views ca. 7x26,5 cm (2 ¾ x 10 ¼ in) or slightly 
smaller; the rest of the photos are from ca. 
10,5x16 cm (4 ¼ x 6 ¼ in) to ca. 4,5x6,5 cm (2 x 
2 ½ in). Most photos with period typewritten or 
manuscript white ink captions in German on the 
mounts. With two hand-drawn white ink maps 
(on the album leaves), a mounted printed map 
showing the route of the journey (ca. 6,5x14,5 
cm) and fourteen mounted paper leaves with 
typewritten notes on the journey and the sites 
visited (from ca. 19x26,5 cm to ca. 3x21,5 cm). 
Original blue patterned full cloth album with 
decorative endpapers. Overall a very good album 
of interesting strong photographs.

Historically significant extensively annotated 
album, documenting a trip up the Uruguay and 
Parana Rivers to the Iguazu Falls and thence to 
Asuncion and San Bernardino (Paraguay), taken 
by an upper-class German resident of Argentina 
in the last months of WW1. The album contains 
interesting photos, referring to Argentinian and 
Uruguayan settlements on the Uruguay and 
Parana River, early tourism infrastructure on the 
Iguazu Falls, the life of the German community 
in South America and the fate of the German 
commercial and naval fleet during WW1.
A party of three young travellers named “Fritz 
Stadtke, Otto Bohnen and Alfredo Bohnen” (see 
the caption to the first photo) went on their 
journey to the Iguazu Falls in August-September 

1918. They left Buenos Aires on board the 
steamer “Eolo” of the Argentine “Compañía 
Nacional de Navegación,” owned by an 
immigrant from what was then Austro-Hungary 
Nicolas Mihanovich (1846-1929). Reaching 
Concordia, they took a train to Posadas and went 
up the Parana River onboard the “Salto” steamer. 
From Puerto Aguirre (now Puerto Iguazu, the 
Argentinian gate to the falls) they went to the 
Iguazu Falls by horse. On the way back, the 
travellers visited Paraguay’s capital Asuncion 
and the resort town of San Bernardino.

The album, compiled by one of the travellers, 
Fritz Stadtke, provides a lively detailed 
illustration of the trip, accompanied with 
thorough captions and notes on the history 
and economy of places and sites visited, and 
the compiler’s impressions on the local hotels, 
food, travel companions, &c. The five panoramas 
show Buenos Aires port and docks, Iguazu Falls 
(including Garganta del Diablo), Asuncion and 
San Bernardino. The other photos include views 
of Paysandu and Salto (Uruguay), Colon (taken 
from “Eolo” and featuring the steamer’s sign), 
Concordia (the main square), Posadas (Hotel 
“Paris,” street market), plantation and processing 
sheds of yerba mate trees, Encarnacion 
(Paraguay), ruins of the San Ignacio Jesuit 
mission (Argentina), banks of the upper Parana 
River, a “Deutsche colonie in Paraguay,” etc. Over 
eighty photos show the Iguazu Falls and Puerto 
Aguirre, including the grounds of the first local 
hotel, the site of the Triple Frontier (the borders 
of Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay where the 
Iguazu and Parana Rivers converge), numerous 
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views of the falls taken from different positions 
(Garganta del Diablo, San Martin, Dos Hermanos, 
Bosetti, the Brasilian side, el Paso de Los 
Corazones), portraits of the travellers and their 
companions, etc. Several photos show the sites 
and German residents of San Bernardino – an 
affluent Paraguayan resort town on the shores 
of the Yucarai Lake (a terrace of the Hirschfeldt 
family chalet, a group of horse riders on the way 
to Altos, children and chalet of Baroness von 
Koppens). Five photos in the front show Martin 
Garcia Island in the Rio de la Plata, where the 
crew of German steamer “Cap Trafalgar” was 
interned in 1914-1918. The photos show the 

island from the river, the landing pier, barracks 
for the interned Germans, the officers’ quarters 
and a group of three German sailors inside 
their barrack. There are also interesting photos 
of the Buenos Aires port, featuring the former 
German steamer “Presidente Mitre” under the 
Argentinian flag and a British transport ship 
in camouflage colours. Overall an interesting 
early visual source on the Iguazu Falls tourism, 
with the relation to the South American German 
community.on the early history of the Port of Rio 
Grande and the industrial development of the 
Patos Lagoon in southern Brazil.

  Price: $2,250
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[PAPUA NEW GUINEA]
[Collection of Nineteen Loose Gelatin Silver Photos, Taken During Professor William 
Patten’s Zoological Expedition to New Britain (Papua New Guinea) in 1912].

40

Ca. 1912. Nineteen loose gelatin silver photos, 
including five larger photos from ca. 24x30 cm 
(9 ½ x 12 cm) to ca. 16,5x18 cm (6 ½ x 7 in); 
the rest of the photos are from ca. 12,5x17,5 
cm (5 x 6 ¾ in) to ca. 5x5,7 cm (2x3 in). Eleven 
photos with later pencil captions on verso, 
mostly reading “W. Patten, 1904, New Guinea 
expedition.” Two photos are the larger prints 
of small photos; two medium-sized photos are 
identical. A couple of photos with small creases, 
two photos with minor loss on one or two 
corners, but overall a very good collection of 
strong interesting photos.

Historically significant collection of early 
photos of Papuan people and their villages, 
taken during Professor William Patten’s 
zoological expedition to New Britain (modern-
day Papua New Guinea) in 1912. Patten, who was 
a professor of biology and zoology at Dartmouth 
College (Hanover, NH), travelled around the 
world in search of paleontological specimens 
and “collected an amazing array of fossils from 
New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Labrador, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, New Guinea, Australia, Java, Japan, the 
Baltic region and Spitzbergen” (Goldthwait, J.W. 
William Patten (1861-1932)// Proceedings of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Vol. 70, 
No. 10 (Mar. 1936), p. 567). In spring 1912, Patten 
left Sydney (New South Wales) for Blanche Bay, 
New Britain, where he hoped to find “some eggs 
of the nautilus,” “the embryonic material of the 
arachnida,” and specimens of the “baramunda, 
or lung fish,” in order to prove his view of 
the evolution theory (Eggs of the Nautilus. A 
Scientist’s Quest// The Sydney Morning Herald, 
21 February 1912, p. 17). During his trip, he also 
visited Goaribari Island in the Gulf of Papua. 

Evidently, Patten not only collected fossils and 
zoological specimens but was also interested 
in the ethnography of Papuan people. Either he 
or his expedition members took a series of their 
portraits. Patten also collected several objects 
of traditional Papuan craftmanship, which he 
or his heirs presented to the Hood Museum of 
Art in Dartmouth College. At least three of them 
– a feather headdress (https://hoodmuseum.
dartmouth.edu/objects/14.13.4269), a braided 
beaded band (https://hoodmuseum.dartmouth.
edu/objects/171.29.25254), and a green stone 
axe (https://hoodmuseum.dartmouth.edu/
objects/34.36.5993) – have the curator’s note 
that they were collected by Professor Patten on 
the Goaribari Island on March 17-23, 1912. The 
description of Patten’s papers on the Dartmouth 
Library and Archives mentions “Records 
from New Guinea expedition (1911-1912)” 
(https://archives-manuscripts.dartmouth.edu/
repositories/2/archival_objects/20089).

Our photo collection includes lively village 
scenes and group portraits of Papuan people 
– girls, children, families, elders, armed guards, 
people approaching a ship in canoes, etc. 
Several images show the details of people’s 
dresses, hairdos and decorations, and traditional 
houses on stilts. One of the photos, evidently 
taken for a publication, shows Patten posing 
in his office with a hammer, uncovering fossils. 
Overall a historically interesting early visual 
source on the history of traditional Papuan 
culture.

  Price: $2,250
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41 [AUSTRALIA, OCEANIA & POLYNESIA]
Zubkov, S.A. Kratkoye Istoricheskoye Obozreniye Otkrytiya Ostrovov Portugaltsami, Ispantsami, 
Anglichanami, Gollandtsami i Frantsuzami, Lezhashchikh v Prostranneishem Okeane, Sopredelnom 
Azii i Amerike, Sostavlyayushchikh Pyatuyu Chast Zemnogo Shara, Kotoraya ot Noveyshikh Geografov 
Nazyvayetsya Polinisiyeyu, Avstraliyeyu i Yuzhnoy Indiyeyu, Sobrannoye Titulyarnym Sovetnikom 
Semyonom Zubkovym [i.e. A Concise Historical Overview of Discovery by Portuguese, Spaniards, 
Englishmen, Dutchmen and Frenchmen of the Islands, Lying in the Great Ocean, Bordering Asia and 
America and Comprising One Fifth Part of the Globe, Which by Modern Geographers is Called Polynesia, 
Australia and Southern India, Compiled by a Titular Councillor Zemyon Zubkov].

Kursk: Typ. of Department of Public Charity 
[Prikaz Obshchestvennogo Prizreniya], 1804. 
12mo (ca. 14,5x9 cm or 5 ½ x 3 ½ in). [2 – t.p., 
2 – dedication leaf, 3 – second dedication, 3 
– preface], 13-140 pp. First and only Russian 
edition. Woodcut vignette on the last page. 
Original publisher’s wrappers. Soviet bookshop’s 
stamp on verso of the front wrapper, small 
period owner’s ink note on the bottom of p. [13], 
partly removed period owner’s ink note on the 
last page. Wrappers slightly soiled, front wrapper 
with a minor losses of the right upper and lower 
corners, title page with mild water stains, but 
overall a very good original copy of this rare 
book.

Very Rare Russian provincial imprint with 
no paper copies found in Worldcat. An early 
original Russian overview of the history of 
European discoveries in Australia, the Pacific 
region and South-East Asia, inspired by the first 
Russian circumnavigation under the command 
of Adam von Krusenstern (1803-1806) and 
printed in a southern Russian city of Kursk a 
year after the expedition ships “Nadezhda” and 
“Neva” departed Kronstadt. The book was never 

reissued in Russia or translated into foreign 
languages.

The book consists of two chapters. The first 
one (pp. 13-102) describes the discoveries in 
South-East Asia, Australasia and the Pacific, 
starting with the first voyages by the Chinese, 
Arabs, Phoenicians and ancient Greeks. Then the 
main body of the chapter describes European 
voyages of the 15th – 18th centuries, including 
those of Bartolomeu Diaz, Vasco da Gama, 
Ferdinand Magellan, Ruy Lopez de Villalobos, 
Miguel Lopez de Legaspi, John Cabot, Cornelis 
de Houtman, Abel Tasman, William Dampier, 
George Anson, Loius-Antoine de Bougainville, 
James Cook and others, the creation and rise 
of power of Dutch, British and French East 
India Companies, wars between the European 
powers for the colonies and the establishment 
of their colonial empires. The historical chapter 
concludes by describing the voyages of William 
Bligh and Jean Francois de Laperouse.

The second chapter, titled “Position and seas, 
bounding Polynesia” (pp. 103-140), describes 
the region’s geography, the main seas, regions 
and islands, the size, climate (including separate 
notes on “three climates north of the Equator” 

and “seven climates south of the Equator”), main 
products of commercial interest (fruits, spices, 
coconuts, sugar cane, pearls, turtle shells, &c.). 
The last part of the chapter talks about the 
indigenous people – their origin, appearance, 
languages, customs and beliefs.

Zubkov dedicated a comparatively large 
passage to the voyages and discoveries of 
James Cook and his companions Joseph Banks, 
Daniel Solander, Tobias Furneaux, Charles Clerke, 
John Gore, James King, and Georg Forster, who 
“deserve great praise and gratitude from their 
contemporaries and descendants” (pp. 94-96). 
He also indicated that the island of Atuai (Kauai) 
was the northernmost tip of Polynesia (p. 108) 
and marked Oahu as the most populated of the 
Sandwich Islands (p. 135).

The last passage reveals Zubkov’s awareness 
of the latest Russian discoveries in Alaska and 
expresses hope for the forthcoming Russian 
presence and territorial gains in the Pacific 
region: “In the end, I have the courage to 
say the following. Since the borders of the 

Russian Empire, considering the furthermost 
of the Kurile Islands, are only 28° away from 
the nearest border of Polynesia, and since a 
considerable settlement was founded by the 
Russians near the west coast of America on the 
islands of Kodiak and Afognak, it is possible 
to forefeel that during the wise reign of the 
Most Illustrious Emperor Alexander Pavlovich, 
the Russian flag will penetrate with glory the 
domains of Polynesia and gift it with peace 
and calmness, enrich it with the products of 
our fatherland, and from the local inhabitants 
Russian navigators will deliver to the largest 
Empire in the world rare fruits of nature. 
Important successes in trade are promised by 
the first sea voyage, undertaken around the 
globe in 1803” (pp. 138-139).

Overall a very rare early Russian provincial 
imprint summarizing the history of discoveries 
and colonization of the Pacific region and 
related to the first Russian circumnavigation.
 Price: $6,500
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[HAWAII, SINGAPORE, PHILIPPINES]
Dobell, Peter/Petr Vasil’evich; [Dzhunkovsky, A.S.] Puteshestviia i Noveishiia 
Nabliudeniia v Kitae, Manille i Indo-Kitaiskom Arkhipelage Byvshego Rossiiskogo 
Generalnogo Konsula na Filippinskikh Ostrovakh, Kollezhskogo Sovetnika Petra Dobelia, 
Sostavil i s Angliiskogo Perevel, s Vysochaishego Soizvolenia A. Dzh. [i.e. Travels and 
Latest Observations in China, Manila and the Indo-China Archipelago by a Former 
Russian Consul General in the Philippine Islands, Collegiate Councillor Petr Dobell, 
Compiled and Translated from English, by the Highest Permission A. Dzh.]
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St. Petersburg: N. Grech, 1833. Octavo, 2 vols. 
Xxxvi [i-ii - t.p., iii-vii – table of contents, ix-x 
- dedication to K. Bulgakov, xi-xii - second 
dedication, xiii-xxxvi – translator’s preface 
& Dobell’s biography], 237, [1 - errata]; [2 – 
t.p.], vii – table of contents, 272 pp. With two 
lithographed frontispieces (A. Bruloff fecit, 
Lith. V. Langer). Period style brown full sheep 
bindings housed in a brown cloth slipcase. 
Spines with gilt-tooled ornaments and gilt-
lettered title labels; Occasional very mild foxing, 
a couple of pencil markings in text, but overall a 
very good set of this rare work.

First edition. Very rare Russian imprint with 
only six paper copies found in Worldcat. This 
is the first Russian edition, published three 
years after the first English edition («Travels 
in Kamtchatka and Siberia,» 2 vols., London, 
1830). The Russian edition contains seven new 
chapters and seven supplements, not present in 
the English edition, with the important account 
of Dobell’s voyage to Hawaii and the audience 
with King “Riho-Riho” (Kamehameha II), the 
text of Kamehameha II’s 1820 letter to Russian 
Emperor Alexander I, Dobell’s first biography 
and original descriptions of the Philippines, 
Singapore, and the Malay Archipelago. The first 
French edition in one volume (Sept années en 
Chine… Paris, 1838) is a direct translation from 
the Russian edition done by Russian prince 
Emmanuel Mikhailovich Golitsin/Galitzine 
(1805-1853). It has no text difference with the 

Russian edition (apart from some changes in the 
order and structure of chapters xiii-xvii). Forbes 
was incorrect in his statement that “the author’s 
remarks on his voyage to Hawaii are not in this 
[Russian] edition” (Forbes 836). In fact, they are 
present in the Russian edition (pp. 111-129) and 
make it superior in significance to the French 
one.

The Russian edition contains thirteen 
chapters from the first English edition, dedicated 
to Dobell’s travels across China, the Philippines 
and South-East Asia in 1798-1828, with nice 
descriptions of Canton, Macao, Pearl River, 
Bocca Tigris, Whampoa (Pazhou) Island, Chinese 
manners and customs, etc. The whole part about 
“Travels in Kamtchatka” in 1813-1812 from the 
English edition (the entire first volume and the 
first four chapters of the second volume) is not 
included. As the Russian translator noted, “Since 
Siberia, thanks to endeavours of many of our 
travellers, is known to the public much better 
than China, I had the courage to publish only 
what the respected Author communicated to us 
about the latter…” (Preface, p. xiii-xiv).

Seven additional chapters (XIII, XIV, XV, XVII, 
XVIII, XIX, and XX) based on Dobell’s private 
diaries (Preface, p. xiv). They contain information 
about Dobell’s success in salvaging and selling 
the remnants of the ship “Albion” wrecked 
near Whampoa Island in 1807, the rescue of 
Boston ship “Atahualpa” from Chinese pirates or 
“Ladrones” in 1806, the rescue of Philadelphia 
ship “Asia” at the Bocca Tigris strait in 1807 

(with an original article on ginseng written by 
the Russian translator), Admiral William’s Drury 
occupation of Macao during the Napoleonic 
Wars in 1808, etc. Two chapters (XVII and XVII) 
give one of the first overviews in the Russian 
language of the islands of South-East Asia and 
the Malay Peninsula. They contain stories about 
Borneo, Sumatra, Formosa (Taiwan), the Bugis 
Kingdom of Wajoq in south Sulawesi (mistakenly 
called a separate island), the foundation of 
Singapore, tin mining and trade, opium, Javanese 
coffee and the raise of its consumption, Chinese 
settlers, trade with Chinese and Europeans, 
prospects of potential advantages for Russia 
to start the trade with South-East Asia, etc. 

Two chapters describe Manila, the Luzon Island 
and the cholera riots in October 1820. The 
chapter about Dobell’s visit to Hawaii describes 
King Kamehameha II, retells the conversation 
between him and Dobell, and gives details 
of Dobell’s speech at the Hawaiian Chiefs’ 
council, mentioning prime minister William 
Pitt Kalanimoku. There is also an account of 
the letter from Kamehameha II to Alexander 
I, talking about the issues with the Russian-
American Company after Georg Schaeffer’s 
attempt to establish a Russian colony on Atuvai 
(Kauai) Island in 1815-1817.

The preface contains the first biography of 
Dobell, compiled by the translator and based 
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on Dobell’s diaries and oral stories (Preface, p. 
xvi). The main text is accompanied by seven 
supplements, including articles from “some 
Russian and foreign periodicals,” the text of 
Kamehameha II’s letter to Alexander I and a 
concise dictionary of selected Chinese words 
and names. Two supplements to vol. 1 are 
dedicated to Chinese wedding customs: “An 
excerpt from the translations from Chinese 
by Mr. Henry Matthew Clark” (p. 223-228), 
“Customs at Chinese weddings in Peking” by 
“L-sky” [Russian sinologist Zakhar Fyodorovich 
Leontievsky] (pp. 228-237). Supplements to vol. 
2: “About the Chinese migration [to Southeast 
and Southern India]” (pp. 222-233); “About 
Manila, [by a German traveller]” (pp. 233-248); 
“Chinese Army” (from Z. Leontievsky’s article in 
the “Severnaya Pchela” newspaper; pp. 248-260); 
“The Letter by King Rio-Rio” (pp. 260-265); “A list 
of Chinese words, used in this book, with their 
Canton and Peking pronunciation and with their 
modern orthography approved by Orientalists” 
(pp. 266-272).

An American of Irish origin, Peter Dobell 
(1775-1852) graduated from Philadelphia 
University and took part in the American War 
of Independence (1775-1783). In 1798 he went 
on a first trade voyage to Canton (Guangzhou) 
where he settled in 1803. Until 1828 he 
actively travelled along the coast of southern 
China and across South-East Asia, especially 
the Philippines. In 1805 Dobell helped Adam 
von Krusenstern, the leader of the first Russian 
circumnavigation (1803-1806), settling the 
trade affairs of the expedition with the Canton 
merchants, and received for this a diamond ring 
from the Russian Emperor Alexander I. Dobell 
actively promoted the idea of establishing trade 
between Russia and South-East Asia, seeing 
this as an opportunity of supplying cheap food 
and other goods to Russian settlements in 
Kamchatka, North Pacific and Alaska. In 1812 he 
brought the first cargo of salt and provisions to 
Kamchatka and then crossed Siberia to present 
his plan of the establishment of trade relations 
with the Philippines to the Russian government. 
In 1817 the Imperial decree founded the 
Russian General Consulate in Manila which 
became the first Russian diplomatic post in 
South-East Asia. Dobell took Russian citizenship 

and became the first Russian consul in the 
Philippines (he held the post until 1820). In 
1819 Dobell proceeded to Kamchatka, planning 
to travel to Manila on frigate “Kamchatka” 
under the command of Vasily Golovnin. Since 
he missed Golovnin, who had left Petropavlovsk 
earlier, Dobell took command of his own brig, 
hired “7 or 8 sailors, half of which were the 
inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands, and two 
navigators” (Preface, p. xx) and travelled to 
Hawaii. He stayed there for two months and 
had an audience with King Kamehameha II and 
Hawaiian chiefs. The king presented Dobell 
with a letter to Emperor Alexander I. While 
in Manila, Dobell witnessed the cholera riots 
in October 1820; his house and library got 
pillaged. His attempts to establish a continuous 
trade between the Philippines and Kamchatka 
proved unsuccessful, and the Russian consulate 
in Manila officially closed in 1826. Throughout 
the 19th century, the duties of Russian consuls 
in the Philippines were carried out by local 
merchants of different nationalities. The first 
full-functioning consulate didn’t open before 
establishing diplomatic relations between 
the Soviet Union and the Philippines in 1976. 
Dobell returned to Saint Petersburg in 1828. 
Later he served as a Russian consul in Denmark.

The translator and compiler of the Russian 
edition Alexander Dzhunkovsky (1804-1850) 
who hid under the abbreviation “A. Dzh.,” was an 
Active State Councillor, censor, agronomist and 
secretary of the Russian Free Economic Society 
(Gennadi, G. Spravochny Slovar o Russkikh 
Pisateliakh i Uchenykh Umershikh v XVIII i XIX 
Stoletiyakh. Vol. 1. A-E. Berlin, 1876, p. 298). 
The two lithograph frontispieces portraying a 
man and a woman from Manila were executed 
after the original drawings of Alexander Brullov 
(1798-1877), prominent Russian artist and 
architect, professor of the Imperial Academy 
of Arts and the elder brother of the famous 
Russian painter Karl Brullov (1799-1852).

Dobell was «an Irish trader and adventurer, 
[who] had formerly been a merchant at 
Canton. In return for negotiating the safety of 
Krusenstern’s ship, which in 1804 was on the 
point of being seized by the Chinese at Canton, 
Tsar Alexander rewarded Dobell with the 
position of Russian consul-general to the Pacific 

Ocean. The appointment forced him to quit 
Canton and forfeit his business. From his base 
at Manila in the Philippines, Dobell travelled 
widely in the Pacific, visiting the Sandwich 
Islands and the ports of Siberia» (Howgego 
1800-1850, C39).

Cordier Sinica 2109; (Forbes 836 about the 
Russian edition and 1090 about the French 
edition); Howgego 1800-1850, C39; Hill 484 
(about the English edition); Nerhood 155 (about 
the English edition).

  Price: $12,500
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[CENTRAL ASIA – TIBET]
Przhevalsky, N.M. Tretye Puteshestviye v Tsentralnoi Azii Iz Zaysana cherez Khami v 
Tibet i na Verknovya Zheltoy Reki [i.e. Third Travel in Central Asia from Zaysan through 
Hami to Tibet and the Upper Reaches of the Yellow River/ Edition of the Russian 
Geographical Society].
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St. Petersburg: Typ. of V.S. Balashev, 1883. First 
edition. Quarto. [6], iv, ii, 473, [1 - errata] pp. With 
108 lithographed and woodcut plates (three 
folding), two large folding chromolithographed 
maps at rear and ten woodcuts in text. 
Handsome period dark green quarter morocco 
with cloth boards; spine with raised bands and 
gilt-lettered title and owner’s initials “N.L.” Both 
boards with blind-stamped decorative borders; 
marbled endpapers; all edges coloured. The 
folding maps with several minor tears, but 
overall a very good copy.

Official account of Przhevalsky’s third travel 
in Central Asia in March 1879 – October 1880, 
during which the expedition explored northern 
Tibet and the upper reaches of the Huang He 
River, discovered two mountain ranges in the 
Nanshan (Qinling) Mountains east of the Altyn-
Tagh (named by Przhevalsky after Humboldt 
and Ritter) and managed to get to the closest 
distance to Lhasa, which was the dream of 
Przhevalsky’s life. The expedition was stopped 
by the Tibetan ambassadors near the town of 
Nagqu, just ten versts (about 10,7 km) from the 
private domain of Dalai Lama and 250 versts 
(about 267 km) from Lhasa. The book includes 
the Russian translation of the Tibetan official 
paper forbidding Przhevalsky to penetrate Tibet 
any further (pp. 276-277). It also describes 
Tibet’s geography, administrative divisions, 
roads and settlements, local people (Mongols, 
Tibetans, Chinese, Tanguts, Dungans, etc.) and 
Buddhism, Lhasa and Dalai Lama (based on 
conversations with Chinese merchants and 
soldiers). The illustrations executed after the 

original drawings of the expedition artist 
Vsevolod Roborovsky (1856-1910) include 
portraits of the expedition members, native 
people, Tibetan ambassadors, views of Hami 
(Kumul, eastern Xinjiang, China), Humboldt 
Range, Qaidam Basin, mountain passes in Tibet, 
Lake Kokonor (Qinghai), Huang He River etc. 
There are also plates showing Przewalski’s 
horse and a Tibetan blue bear, discovered by 
the expedition. The two large folding maps 
at rear have the identical titles “A map of the 
exploratory route surveys during the second 
(1876, 1877) and third (1879, 1880) travels of 
N.M. Przhevalsky in Central Asia.” The first one 
roughly covers the territory of modern-day 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region of China, 
from Lake Zaysan in the north to Altyn Tagh 
range in the south and from Ghulia in the west 
to Hami/Kumul in the east. The second one 
shows southeastern Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region and Qinghai Province, with parts of Tibet 
and Gansu, from the Tarim River and Lake Lop 
Nur in the north to Nagqu in the south and from 
Cherchen (Qiemo) in the west to Lanzhou in the 
east. The area southeast of Cherchen (Qiemo), 
corresponding to the territory of modern-
day northern Tibet, is marked as “the entirely 
unexplored land.”

“In 1879 Przhevalskii launched his third 
and most successful attempt to reach Lhasa, 
starting again from the Altay region but this 
time passing to the east of the Dzungaria Basin 
to arrive on the Silk Route at Hami. From here 
he and his thirteen armed men proceeded in 
a south-southeasterly direction, crossing the 
Danghe Nansha to the Tsaidam Depression, then 
moving southwest on to the Tibetan plateau. 
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However, the Chinese ambassadors in Lhasa, 
learning of his approach, spread a rumour that 
the Russian was spearheading a tsarist invasion 
and was on his way to kidnap the Dalai Lama. 
Outraged, the Tibetans organized a small militia 
and began harassing the travellers. Finally, 
in November 1879, at the village of Nagchu 
(=Nagqu), just 270 kilometres from Lhasa, the 
explorer was met by a deputation of two Tibetan 
officials that forbade him to travel any further. 
Przhevalskii flourished his Chinese passport and 
protested that he had the emperor’s authority 
to travel to Lhasa, but the Tibetans replied 
that they did not take orders from the emperor. 
Dejectedly, Przhevalkii made his way back to 
Tsaidam and continued eastwards to Koko Nor, 
from where he took a number of excursions to 
the south and southeast to examine the upper 
reaches of the Huang He where it enters the 

Qiqing Shan. To return to Russia he followed the 
route of his first expedition, crossing the Gobi 
from the Hanlan Shan and returning to Kyakhta 
via Urga <…>

Przhevalskii’s expeditions, which preceded 
those of Sven Hedin and the host of later 
Europeans, had for the first time since Marco 
Polo and his successors defined the basic 
geography of Central Asia. It had visited 
places known only by rumour or report and 
had returned with a mass of meteorological, 
scientific and biological data. Przevalskii was 
honoured by Tsar Alexander III with a promotion 
to major-general. He had discovered the wild 
population of Bactrian camels as well as what 
became known as Przhewalski’s horse and 
Przhevalski’s gazelle” (Howgego, 1850-1940. 
Continental Exploration, P58).

  Price: $6,500
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[EAST SIBERIA]
[Stepanov], A.P. Yeniseyskaya Guberniya [i.e. Yeniseysk Governorate].
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St. Petersburg: Typ. Of Conrad Wingeber, 1835. 
2 vols. bound together. [4], ii, [1], 7-276, [2]; [4], 
ii, 139, xiv pp. 27x17 cm. With two large folding 
copper engraved plates at rear. Period dark 
green quarter leather. Gilt lettered initials of a 
previous owner “P.G.” on the bottom of the spine; 
narrow silk bookmark bound in. Several faded 
private library numbers and a few mild water 
stains in text, but overall a very good copy.

First and only edition. Rare imprint with 
nine paper copies found in Worldcat. Valuable 
description of the East Siberian Yeniseysk 
Governorate of the Russian Empire (modern-
day Krasnoyarsk Kray of Russia), written by its 
first governor Alexander Stepanov (1781-1837; 
in office in 1823-31). Formed in 1822 as a part 
of the Eastern Siberian General Governorship 
with the centre in Krasnoyarsk, the Yeniseysk 
Governorate covered the basin of the Yenisey 
River, from the Taymyr Peninsula in the north to 
the border with a frontier of the Chinese Empire 
in the south (now Tyva republic of the Russian 
Federation); and stretched roughly from the 
Taz River in the west to the Anabar River in the 
east. One of the major centers of the Siberian 
exiles since the end of the 18th century, the 
Governorate became a major attraction for 
gold prospectors after numerous deposits had 
been discovered there in the late 1820s; by the 
middle of the 19th century the region produced 
almost a half of the world’s gold.

Stepanov wrote a comprehensive description 
of the governorate, basing on his almost ten-
year service as its head; eight chapters in 
two volumes cover the Yeniseysk province’s 
geography, topography, climate, flora & fauna, 
administration, industries and agriculture, 
population(with two chapters specially 
dedicated to the native Khakas people),trade, 
history since Yermak’s conquest of Siberia till 
Stepanov’s times, etc. Pp. 73-74 in vol. 1 mention 
the first gold discoveries on the banks of the 
Chulym River, but the author stated that the 
news was unreliable and couldn’t be verified 

yet. The second volume contains one of the 
earliest descriptions of Siberian exiles. The two 
extensive engraved plates at rear include a 
“Statistical Table of the Yeniseysk Governorate” 
which brought Stepanov the Demidov Award 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences in the 
category of “Statistics.” The plate includes twelve 
special statistical tables dedicated to population 
quantity and different classes of people, types of 
lands, grown produce and livestock, internal and 
external trade, industries, religion, educational 
institutions, andeven “Moral inclinations of the 
population” accounting for the cases of suicides, 
murders, divorces etc.; the tables for the first 
time take into account the vast population of 
Siberian exiles. The plate is illustrated with a 
map of the Yeniseysk Governorate and plans 
of its major cities (Krasnoyarsk, Yeniseysk, 
Achinsk, Minusinsk, and Kansk). The second plate 
contains copper engraved plans of sixteen new 
settlements built for the exiles on Stepanov’s 
order, and a plan of a typical house in such a 
settlement. As a sign of special gratitude for his 
work, Stepanov was awarded with a diamond 
ring from the Russian Emperor NikolasI. Overall 
an early historically significant description of 
the one of the bigger regions of Eastern Siberia.

While a governor of the Yeniseysk province, 
Stepanov facilitated the inclusion of native 
Khakas people into the government-supported 
category of “nomadic inorodtsy [natives]” 
which gave them privileges of self-governing, 
exemption from military service, religious 
independence etc.; established vital social 
institutions and constructed the buildings for 
them in Krasnoyarsk (hospital, pharmacy, library, 
typography,orphanages, schools, dormitories 
for exiles etc.) In 1823 he founded one of 
the first Siberian societies of regional studies 
“Conversations about Yeniseysky Region,” which 
closed in 1827, but led to the publication of 
the first collection of literary works of Siberian 
writers.

  Price: $5,500
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[CALIFORNIA & RUSSIAN AMERICA]
Ogorodnikov, P.I. Ot Niyu-Yorka do San-Frantsisko i obratno v Rossiyu [i.e. From New 
York to San Francisco and back to Russia].

45

St. Petersburg: Edition of booksellers F. Kolesov 
& F. Mikhin, Typ. of Dr. M. Khan, 1872. First 
edition. Octavo (ca. 21x14 cm). [1 – t.p.], 398 pp. 
Ink stamps “Donated by the will of Professor 
Artemy Robertovich Orbinsky” on the title page, 
pp. 1 and 398; ink-stamped decorative ex-libris 
of Konrad Berezowsky on verso of the title page. 
20th-century brown half morocco with marbled 
papered boards; spine with raised bands and 
gilt-lettered title. Title page and several leaves 
very mildly soiled, but overall a very good copy.

Rare content-rich original travel account 
by a Russian dissident to the United States 
in August-September 1869, with a detailed 
description of the state of affairs of the Russian 
diaspora in San Francisco and the former 
possessions of the Russian American Company 
two years after the Alaska purchase by the 
United States (the Treaty of Alaska Purchase was 
signed on March 30, 1867, and came into effect 
on October 18 that year). The account was first 
published in a Saint Petersburg conservative 
magazine, “Zarya: Zhurnal Uchyono-Literaturny 
i Politichesky” (1870, Nn. 4, 5, 6, 9, 11 & 12). The 
current first edition was issued privately in 1872, 
and the second enlarged edition was published 
in 1882 (Ogorodnikov, P. V Strane Svobody. SPb.: 
E. Gartye, 1882, 2 vols.). The book was never 
translated into other languages.

Pavel Ogorodnikov, a Russian military officer, 
served in Warsaw in the late 1850s and joined 
the revolutionary “Committee of Russian 
officers in Poland,” which supported the Polish 
independence movement. In 1862, Orogodnikov 
was arrested and imprisoned in the Modlin 
Fortress near Warsaw. After his release in 1863, 
Ogorodnikov was expelled from the Russian 
army and worked as a technician on the Odessa 

Railway. In 1869 he took a trip to Germany, 
France and the United States.

Compiled in the form of a diary, the book 
covers Ogorodnikov’s travel from New York to 
San Francisco and back, August 6 – September 6, 
1869, and his return ocean voyage to Hannover 
and thence by train to Saint Peterburg. The 
entries include the author’s observations of 
New York (Broadway, elevated cable car line 
on Greenwich street, city port, hotels, markets, 
shops, pubs, brothels, problems with hotel 
keepers, interactions with a Russian consul and 
vice-consul, &c.), notes taken during a ten-day 
trip to the American West – to Sacramento by 
the Union Pacific Road and then by river steamer 
to San Francisco (the construction and facilities 
of railway cars, passengers, main stations, 
the routine of a railroad journey, history and 
current life of Mormons in Utah, impressions 
about Mormon passengers, Chinese railway 
construction workers), &c.

Over 160 pages (pp. 86-252) describe 
Ogorodnikov’s travel in California and stay in 
San Francisco, August 16-23, 1869. This part 
contains valuable observations on the local 
Russian community and extensive conversations 
with the Russian consul Martin Klinkovstrem, 
Russian Orthodox priest from Sitka Nikolay 
Kovrigin, Ukrainian Orthodox priest and 
oppositional (to the Russian government) 
journalist Agapius Honcharenko (1832-1916), 
who published the “Alaska Herald” (1868-72), 
addressed to Russian residents in Alaska, former 
clerks of the Russian American Company and 
their families, &c. Among the discussed topics 
are the “Russian-Greek-Slavonian Church 
and Philanthropic Society,” formed in San 
Francisco in 1864 (Martin Klinkovstrem was 
its first president), the state of former Russian 

possessions in Alaska, where the privileges of 
the Russian American Co. were transferred to 
the “Hutchison, Kohl & Co.” of San Francisco, the 
abuse by the Russian American Co. of native 
people and its associates, the life of Kolosh 
(Tlingit) people in Sitka, hostile relations 
between Russian immigrants in San Francisco, 
the affair of the “Russia Silver Mining Company” 
in March 1869, difficulties that Russian 
travellers in America encounter &c.

A large part of the San Francisco account is 
dedicated to the 1869 California Legislature 
elections, with descriptions of pre-election 
meetings and gatherings, election day and a 
reproduction of a voting ballot (“Democratic 
Ticket, Tenth Ward”). There are also descriptions 
of steamers on the Sacramento River, San 
Francisco Chinatown and the life of Chinese 
immigrants in California, “Anatomical Museum” 

(Jordan’s “Pacific Museum of Anatomy and 
Science,” opened in 1865), masonic societies and 
Jesuits, the hotel “Orleans,” duties and salary of 
San Francisco police officers, &c.

The rest of the book includes notes on 
Native Americans (“Digger and Snake Indians,” 
Cheyenne, Shoshone, Dakota, and others), 
ranches, Polish immigrants in America, Great 
Salt Lake, Ogden, Lynch law, Omaha, Mississippi, 
Illinois, a Russian immigrant in Chicago who 
worked on a sawmill in Michigan, the life of 
African Americans in Chicago, &c. Overall an 
original content-rich description of the Russian 
community in San Francisco and the life of 
Russians in Alaska in 1869. Our copy bears 
three ink stamps, indicating that the book 
belonged to the library of a prominent physicist 
and astronomer from Odessa Artemy Orbinsky 
(1869-1928).  

Price: $6,500
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[NORTH PACIFIC]
Sarychev, G.A. Puteshestvie Kapitana Billingsa chrez Chukotskuyu Zemliu ot Beringova 
Proliva do Nizhnekolymskago Ostroga i Plavanie Kapitana Galla na Sudne Chernom Orle 
po Severovostochnomu Okeanu v 1791 godu... [i.e. Voyage of Captain Billings through 
the Land of the Chukchi from the Bering Sea to Nizhnekolymsky Ostrog, and the Sea 
Voyage of Captain Hall on the ship Black Eagle over the North Pacific Ocean in 1791...]
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S Prilozheniyem Slovaria Dvenadtsati Narechii 
Dikikh Narodov, Nabliudeniya za Stuzheyu v 
Verkhnekolymskom Ostroge, i Nastavleniya 
Dannago Kapitanu Billingsu iz Gosudarstvennoi 
Admiralteistv-Kollegii. Izvlecheno iz Raznykh 
Zurnalov… Gavrilom Sarychevym [i.e. with the 
addition of a vocabulary of Twelve Dialects of 
Savages, Observations of Frost in Verkhekolymsky 
Ostrog, and the Instruction Given to Captain 
Billings from the State Admiralty Board. Extracted 
from Various Journals by Gavrila Sarychev].

St. Petersburg: Naval Typ. 1811. [2 – t.p.], iv 
[preface], 191 pp. Quarto. With three copper 
engraved plates by Kozma and Ivan Chesky, and 
three folding copper engraved maps. Period 
light brown Russian full calf, neatly rebacked in 
style; maroon gilt lettered morocco title label 
on the spine; new endpapers. Title page slightly 
age-toned, one plate with some minor damp 
staining, and one map with a minor repair of 
black margin, but overall a very good copy.

First edition. An indispensable addition to 
Martin Sauer’s and Gavriil Sarychev’s accounts of 
the Northeastern expedition (1785-1793) under 
command of Joseph Billings (ca. 1758-1806).

“Sarychev’s own description in Russian of 
Billings’ expedition in which he participated 
appeared in print in 1802. However, Sarychev 
was not in that part of Billings’ party which 
traversed the Chukchi territory overland. 
Therefore, his above-mentioned work does not 
contain any description of it. A few years later 
the Russian Admiralty instructed Sarychev to 
go over Billings’ papers and those of some of 

his companions and to compile a description 
of Billings’ trip over the Chukchi territory. The 
present work is the result of this research and 
it contains material on Alaska as well, including 
a valuable map and a brief vocabulary of the 
natives of the Aleutian Islands (various parts of 
them, as their languages differ), as well as the 
vocabulary of the inhabitants of Kadiak Island. 
This is a valuable addition to the description 
of Sarychev of his own trip (see no. 57 of this 
bibliography)” (Lada-Mocarski, 67).

The book contains a detailed description of 
Billings’ travel across the Chukotka peninsula in 
August 1791 – February 1792, which received 
only a brief overview in Sauer’s account, as he, 
like Sarychev, didn’t participate in this trip. There 
are only short notes of this leg of Billings’ travel 
in chapters XVIII, XX, and XXII of Sauer’s account 
(this one contains a “Sketch of Captain Billing’s 
expedition across the land of Tshutski,” based 
on a journal of the expedition member, pp. 319-
329).

The second part of the book describes the 
voyage of Captain Robert Hall on the ship 
“Cherny Orel” (“Black Eagle”) in May-September 
1791, which also received only a short mention 
in Sauer’s account (pp. 259-260). The ship was 
built on the Kamchatka River in 1790 and 
launched in May 1791 to replace the perished 
ship “Good Intention”. The account describes 
its construction and departure for Unalaska in 
May 1791. The party planned to meet another 
expedition ship “Slava Rossii” near Bering Island 
but didn’t find it there, so they proceeded to 
Unalaska. There they found three crew members 
of the “Slava Rossii” with the instruction from 
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Billings to go to the Bering Strait and wait for 
them in the St. Lawrence Bay. After passing the 
Pribilof Islands (St. Paul’s), St. Matthew Island, 
and the Diomede Islands, the ship arrived at 
the meeting point, but didn’t find Billings there 
and returned to Unalaska, passing St. Lawrence 
Island. The account includes geographical 
coordinates of the coasts and islands passed 
and a mention of the Shelekhov’s ship which 
wintered on Unalaska.

A brief dictionary of twelve languages of 
the northeastern Siberia and the Aleutian 
Islands published in this book is fuller than 
that in Sauer’s account and includes additional 
dictionaries of the sedentary and nomad 
Chukchi and Koriaks, the tribes of Kamchatka 
(living near the Bolsheretsk fort, the Kamchatka 
River, and the Tigil River), and of the Aleuts 
(from the Andreanof Islands, Fox Islands and 
the Kodiak Island). Sauer’s account contains 
only one general dictionary of the languages of 
Kamchatka, the Aleutian Islands and the Kodiak 
Island).

The book also contains the overview of the 
notes taken in the Vekhnekolymsky Fort from 
October 1786 to April 1787, with the excerpt 
from the expedition meteorological journal 
(pp. 130-142), and the “Instruction of Her 
Imperial Majesty from the Admiralty Board 
to Mr. Joseph Billings, Captain-Lieutenant of 
the Fleet, commanding the Geographical and 
Astronomical Expedition intended for the 
Northeastern Part of the Russian Empire” (25 
articles, pp. 143-189).

The plates in this edition were produced by 
the famous Russian engravers Kozma and Ivan 
Cheskys and show a celebration in the tent of 
the elder of reindeer Chukchi, mode of travel of 
nomad Chukchi (in sleighs drawn by reindeer), 
and reindeer Chukchi in various costumes. The 
maps depict St. Lawrence Bay and a nearby 
Mechigmen Bay (both in the Bering Sea, the 
eastern part of the Chukotka Peninsula), based 
on the survey of expedition member Batakov. 

Large folding Mercator map of the Arctic Sea, 
Bering Strait, and part of the North Pacific 
which shows the shores of Chukchi land in the 
west and of North America in the east, with 
St. Lawrence Island and St. Matthew Island 
in the south; the map marks Billings’ party’s 
route across the Chukotka peninsula from the 
Mechigmen Bay to the Nizhnekolymsky ostrog.

“In 1785, at the suggestion of William 
Coxe, the historian, Billings was appointed 
by Catherine II to lead an expedition to the 
Chukotsky peninsula in northeastern Siberia, 
with the objective of filling the gap in the maps 
left by the Great Northern Expedition. Billings 
left St. Petersburg in 1785, accompanied by 
Martin Sauer (his historian and secretary) and 
Carl Heinrich Merck (a naturalist), and was 
in Okhotsk by Juy 1786. <…> The section of 
the coast to the east of the Kolyma River was 
assigned to Gavriil A. Sarychev who failed to 
make progress due to pack ice. <…> In 1790 a 
second expedition, with the ship Slave Rossii 
and with an escorting craft, the Chernui Orel 
under Saruchev took Billings to the Aleutian 
Islands, and as far as Mount Elias on the coast of 
Alaska. At Unalaska, in June 1790, Sauer declared 
that the native inhabitants, with their Stone 
Age culture, were far superior to the toadies 
who made up the court circles at St. Petersburg 
and who had no culture at all. Sarychev 
investigated the Aleutians and the southern 
coast of Alaska, visiting Unalashka in June 1790, 
and Schugatskikh Bay (= Prince William Sound) 
in July. In the summer of 1790, Billings and a 
party of seven, including the naturalist Merck, 
reached Lavrentiya Bay. Unable to round the 
East Cape, he travelled westward overland to 
Nizhnekolymsk. The expedition returned in 
1793, having accomplished little in the way of 
new discoveries” (Howgego, To 1800, B96).

Lada-Mocarski 67; Sabin 77124; Mezhov 14349; 
Obolyaninov 2405; Wickersham 6133.

  Price: $32,500
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[ARCTIC]
[Novosilsky, P.M.] Severny Polyus i Arkticheskiye Otkrytiya, s Kartoyu Novieyshikh 
Otkrytiy na Severe [i.e. The North Pole and Arctic Discoveries, with a Map of the Latest 
Discoveries in the North].
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St. Petersburg: Typ. of A. Dmitriyev, 1856. 
Second edition. Octavo (ca. 23x16 cm). 70 pp. 
With a folding lithographed map at rear. Original 
green publisher’s printed wrappers. Housed in 
a custom-made green morocco clamshell box 
with cloth boards; spine with raised bands, gilt-
tooled decorations and a gilt-lettered title. The 
wrappers and title page with minor repairs, but 
overall a very good copy.

Very rare Russian imprint with only one copy 
of this second edition (University of Washington) 
and only two copies of the first edition found 
in Worldcat (Alaska State Library, the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill). Both editions 
were published in 1856 and only differ in type, 
names of the censors and dates of the censors’ 
permissions. The first edition was published 
in the typography of the Academy of Sciences 
as an offprint of an article from the «Zhurnal 
Ministerstva Narodnogo Prosveshcheniya» 
(1856, part 89, pp. 65-132). The second edition 
was published privately in the Saint Petersburg 
typography of A. Dmitriyev. The first edition has 
the censor’s permission by N. Peyker (7 Feb. 1856 
for the text and 13 October 1855 for the map); 
the map itself is dated 1855. The second edition 
has the censor’s permission by V. Beketov (12 
June 1856 both for the text and the map), and 
the date of the map is changed to 1856.

Rare early original Russian overview of the 
history of Arctic exploration from the 16th-
century voyages of Sebastian Cabot and Hugh 
Willoughby to Robert McClure’s discovery of the 
Northwest Passage in 1854. The book’s author 
was a Russian naval officer and writer Pavel 
Novosilsky, a participant of the famous Russian 
Antarctic expedition (1819-21) under the 
command of Fabian Gottlieb von Bellingshausen 
and Mikhail Lazarev. Novosilsky served as 
a midshipman on Lazarev’s ship «Mirny;» 
Bellingshausen named a bay on the South 
Georgia Island after him. Later in life, Novosilsky 
served in the Naval Cadet Corps and Ministries 

of Public Education and Internal Affairs. In 
the 1850s, he published a series of essays on 
the history of Antarctic and Arctic exploration, 
starting with the «Yuzhny Polyus, iz zapisok 
byvshego morskogo ofitsera» («South Pole, 
from the notes of a former naval officer,» SPb., 
1853), which became an important addition to 
Bellingshausen’s official expedition account. 
Novosilsky’s publications were either offprints 
from Russian periodicals or separate editions 
published on the author’s account; in both cases, 
the print run of these editions was small. They 
quickly became bibliographic rarities; even 
Russian state depositories don’t have all of 
them.

This publication was evidently influenced by a 
series of geographic discoveries in the Canadian 
Arctic Archipelago and along the Alaskan shores, 
made by the expeditions searching for John 
Franklin in the early 1850s. The text consists of 
three main parts, starting with the description of 
the geography and climate of the Arctic regions. 
The second part, «The first Arctic discoveries,» 
focuses on the voyages of the 16th – early 
19th centuries. Novosilsky describes the main 
European exploratory voyages and proceeds 
with a detailed overview of the Russian 
voyages (by Dezhnev, Vagin and Stadukhin, 
Laptevy brothers, Shalaurov, Chichagov, Lyakhov, 
Andreyev, Billings and Sarychev, and two Bering’s 
expeditions). The third part is titled «Arctic 
voyages and discoveries from the beginning 
of the 19th century to the last Franklin’s 
expedition». It covers Russian expeditions 
by Sannikov, Gedenschtrom and Pshenitsyn, 
Wrangell and Anzhu, Kotzebue, Vasilyev and 
Shishmaryov, Lazarev, Lütke, Pakhtusov and 
Tsivolka, Baer, and others. Novosiltsev also 
describes the exploratory expeditions in search 
of the Northwest Passage by Ross, Parry, and 
Franklin. The last part is dedicated to John 
Franklin’s search expeditions of the early 1850s 
and the discovery of the Northwest Passage in 
1854 (Austin, Ommanney, Ross, Penny, Kennedy, 

Rae, McClure, Belcher, McClintock, and others). 
Novosilsky concludes that the Northwest 
Passage has been discovered and suggests that 
the main task for future voyagers would be to 
determine whether the «vast ice-free Arctic 
Sea» exists around the North Pole. «Maybe in 
the right time, with favourable circumstances, 
while going north from the Novaya Zemlya and 
the western shores of Spitzbergen, it will be 
possible to cut through the ice belt and reach 
the vast, ice-free polar sea. All this makes us 
hope that the Russian fleet and navigators 
have a bright future. Who knows: maybe it’s 

the destiny of Russian vessels to be the first to 
traverse the waves of the mysterious sea, and 
to stand on the Midnight Pole, unattainable 
before that» (pp. 69-70). The folding «Map of the 
Polar Sea from the Bering Strait to the Baffin 
Bay, showing the latest discoveries» gives a 
detailed picture of the newly discovered islands 
and straits in the Canadian Arctic Archipelago, 
or Northwest Passage. Dotted lines show 
the suggested but not confirmed outlines of 
islands and the Canadian Arctic shore. Overall a 
beautiful copy of this rare early Russian work on 
Arctic exploration.

  Price: $6,500
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[ARCTIC EXPLORATION – NORTHWEST PASSAGE]
Sieviernye Polyarnye Ekspeditsii [i.e. Northern Polar Expeditions].

48

An offprint from the “Morskoy Sbornik” magazine 
(1860, No. 2-3). St. Petersburg: Typ. of the Naval 
Ministry, 1860. First and only edition. Small 
Quarto (ca. 23,5x15 cm). 37 pp. With a woodcut 
vignette on the title page. Later blue paper 
wrappers. Paper slightly age-toned, title page 
with minor tears neatly repaired, but overall a 
very good copy.

Very Rare Russian imprint with no copies 
found in Worldcat. Rare offprint from the 
authoritative “Morskoy Sbornik” (i.e. “Naval 
Digest”) – the main Russian naval periodical 
of the 19th century (founded in 1848) and the 
official periodical of the Russian Navy. Some 
of its articles were also published as offprints, 
with small print runs. This overview of the 
history of British Arctic exploration in search of 
the Northwest Passage was first published in 
“Morskoy Sbornik’s” issues No. 2 (pp. 132-153) 
and 3 (pp. 15-31) for 1860. It is a translation of 
the article titled “Arctic Discovery,” which was 
first published in the British “Nautical Magazine 
and Naval Chronicle” (December 1860, pp. 617-
644). The Russian version has an edited preface 
and conclusion. As follows from the preface 
of the Russian work, this is the first “concise 
overview of all expeditions sent from England 
to the northern Polar Seas, in order to discover 
the Arctic passage from the Atlantic to the Great 
Ocean <…>, [compiled] from different periodicals 
and accounts <…>. A detailed description of 

the discovery of the Northwest Passage would 
be the most interesting, but since the work 
is tremendous, we can’t publish it here and 
commence with the following table…” (p. 1).

The work lists 81 British Arctic voyages, 
from John Cabot (1497) to Francis McClintock’s 
1857-59 voyage, indicating the vessels’ names, 
tonnage, names of captains, dates and places 
of departure, dates of return or vessels’ fate, 
vessels’ owners (government, private, Hudson’s 
Bay Co.). Two voyages of the ship “Advance” 
in 1850 and 1853 are marked as organized 
by the government of the United States. The 
main text of the article provides more details 
on the history and results of the voyages; 
about twenty entries are dedicated to Arctic 
voyages of John Franklin and Franklin search 
expeditions, the latest of which (McClintock) 
had returned to England in September 1859, 
just a few months before the publication of 
the article. Among the other voyages are those 
of Sir Hugh Willoughby, Martin Frobisher, John 
Davis, Henry Hudson, Robert Bylot, James Cook, 
John Ross, William Edward Parry, Frederick 
Beechey, and many others. Overall a very 
rare, small print-run overview of the history 
of British Arctic exploration, showcasing the 
close connections between Russian and British 
scientific communities of the mid-19th century 
and steady Russian interest in the discovery of 
the Northwest Passage.

  Price: $3,250
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[ARCTIC EXPLORATION – NORTHEAST PASSAGE]
Brusilov, G.L. Vypiska iz Sudovogo Zhurnala Shkhuny “Sv. Anna” [i.e. Extract from the 
Logbook of Schooner “St. Anna”].

49

An offprint from the “Izvestiya Imperatorskogo 
Russkogo Geografisheskogo Obshchestva” (Vol. 
L, issues III and IV, 1914). Petrograd: Typo-Lith. 
“Energiya,” 1914. First and only edition. Small 
Quarto (ca. 23,5x16 cm). 42, [7] pp. With a 
large folding chromolithographed map at rear. 
Original publisher’s wrappers. A beautiful copy 
in very good condition.

Very rare Russian imprint with only three 
paper copies found in Worldcat (all in 
Dartmouth College, NH). Historically significant 
first publication of the original logbook of 
Russian schooner “St. Anna,” documenting its 
1912-1914 exploratory expedition to the Kara 
Sea and north of Franz Josef Land archipelago. 
The expedition leader, ambitious naval officer 
and Arctic explorer Georgy Brusilov aimed 
to become the first Russian navigator to go 
through the entire Northeast Passage, from 
the Kola Peninsula along the Arctic coast of 
Siberia and via Bering Strait to Vladivostok, 
following the route of Adolf Erik Nordenskiold. 
In September 1912, “St. Anna” entered the Kara 
Sea through the Yugorsky Shar Strait but soon 
became icebound near the western shores of the 
Yamal Peninsula and started drifting north. The 
vessel didn’t get released from the ice for the 
next year and a half, ending up north of Franz 
Josef Land. On April 10, 1914, a part of the crew 
led by navigator Valerian Albanov (1882-1919) 
left the ship and marched through the ice south 
towards Franz Josef Land. Having been carried 
by a hitherto unknown East Spitzbergen current, 
the party reached the westernmost point of the 
Alexandra Land and thence managed to get 
to Cape Flora on the Northbrook Island, losing 
all but two expedition members (Albanov and 
seaman Alexander Konrad). The two survivors 

were rescued by “St. Phocas,” a ship of another 
Russian Arctic expedition under the command 
of Georgy Sedov, who during the same time 
(1912-1914) tried to reach the North Pole but 
died near the northernmost island of Franz Josef 
Land. “St. Anna” and its remaining crew, headed 
by Brusilov, apparently died in the Arctic. In 
2010, a Russian search expedition to Franz Josef 
Land found period artifacts and manuscripts 
belonging to the members of Aldanov’s party. 
The fate of “St. Anna” remains unknown.

Albanov brought to Saint Petersburg a copy 
of “St. Anna’s” original logbook, covering the 
period from August 28, 1912 (O.S.), when the 
ship departed Alexandrovsk in Kola Bay (now 
Polyarny, Murmansk Oblast), to April 10, 1914 
(O.S.), when Albanov’s party left “St. Anna” in the 
ice of the Arctic Ocean. Later that same year, the 
manuscript was simultaneously published in the 
official magazines of the Russian Geographical 
Society (“Izvestiya Imperatorskogo Russkogo 
Geografisheskogo Obshchestva”/“News of the 
Russian Imperial Geographical Society,” Vol. L, 
issues III and IV, 1914, pp. 193-241) and of the 
Chief Hydrographical Department of the Naval 
Ministry (“Zapiski po Gidrografii”/ “Notes on 
Hydrography,” vol. 38, issue 4, 1914, pp. 1-76).

Our copy is a well-preserved offprint 
from the “News of the Russian Geographical 
Society,” published, like all such editions, 
with a small print run. The text of Brusilov’s 
logbook documents the main proceedings 
on board “St. Anna,” traditionally indicating 
geographical coordinates, the ship’s track, 
directions of the wind, sea depths, weather and 
air temperatures, &c. The table at rear lists the 
measured sea depths. The work is supplemented 
with a chromolithographed map, compiled 
by the officers of the Chief Hydrographical 

Department and based on the data from the 
logbook. The map outlines the track of “St. 
Anna’s” free movement across the Barents Sea, 
her ice-bound voyage in the Kara Sea from 
the Yamal Peninsula to Franz Josef land, the 
track of Aldanov’s party through the ice, and 
“St. Phocas’” return trip to the Kola Peninsula. 
“St. Anna’s ” ice-bound track records the dates 
and measured sea depths – the information 
which allowed scientists to define the borders 
of the continental shelf and discover the deep-
water St. Anna Trench between the Barents and 
Kara Seas. The other scientific achievements of 
“St. Anna’s” expedition are the discovery of the 

Eastern Spitzbergen current, the improvement 
of maps of Franz Josef Land and the proof of the 
non-existence of King Oskar Land and Peterman 
Land. Overall a rare, historically significant 
account of a Russian Arctic expedition in the 
Northeast Passage. Our research didn’t reveal 
any translations into foreign languages. The 
second Russian publication of “St. Anna’s” 
logbook was made in 1934 (as a part of: 
Zateryannye vo Ldakh: Polyarnaya ekspeditsiya 
G.L. Brusilova na zveroboynom sudne “Sv. Anna.” 
L., 1934)..

  Price: $1,500
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[EGYPT]
Rafalovich, A.A. Puteshestvie po Nizhnemu Yegiptu i Vnutrennim Oblastiam Delty [i.e. 
Travel to Lower Egypt and the Inner Regions of the Delta].

50

Saint Petersburg: Typ. of Yakov Trey, 1850. First 
and only edition. Octavo. xii, 433 pp. With four 
lithographed maps (three folding). Period 
Russian dark green quarter sheep with cloth 
boards; spine with blind-stamped decorations 
and a gilt-lettered title. Corners slightly bumped, 
the rear cover with a minor scrape, pages 
slightly age-toned and with occasional foxing, 
map at rear with minor tear but overall a very 
good copy.

Very Rare Russian imprint with only one 
paper copy found in Worldcat (British Library). 
First and only edition of the original Russian 
travel account to the Lower Egypt and Nile 
River Delta, written by a doctor and criminal 
medical expert, Artemy Rafalovich (1816-
1851). A son of a wealthy Jewish merchant 
from Odessa, he studied medicine at the Berlin 
and Dorpat Universities, graduating with the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine. In February 1846 
– November 1848, Rafalovich travelled to 
Ottoman Turkey, Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Algeria 
and Tunisia on the special assignment of the 
Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs to survey 
the causes of plague epidemics in the Middle 
East and to define the most effective methods 
of their control and medical treatment. After 
his return, Rafalovich became a member of the 
Russian Geographical Society (1849) and joined 
the Imperial Medical Council (1850). He died a 
year later; his health was never fully recovered 
from the hardships endured during his Middle 
Eastern travel.

The present edition is Rafalovich’s only 
printed book and the only account of his 
Middle Eastern travel published in book form. 
It was never reissued or translated into other 
languages. The account covers Rafalovich’s 

travels in Lower Egypt and consists of two parts: 
“Voyage down the Nile River from Cairo to 
Rosetta and Damietta” (in January-March 1847) 
and “Travel by land from Cairo to Alexandria 
through the inner regions of the Nile Delta” (in 
March-April 1848).

The book contains detailed descriptions of the 
Nile’s Rosetta and Damietta branches, the Delta 
Barrage, Egyptian cities, towns and villages 
(Cairo, Alexandria, Rosetta, Damietta, Fuwwah, 
Dayrout, Mutubas, Shabur, An Nijaylah, Shirbin, 
Faraskur, Mansoura, Minuf, Shebeen El-Kom, 
Tanta and many others), Nile canals, Egyptian 
hospitals and medicine, common diseases of 
people and stock, the death rate of the local 
population et al. It also gives a broad overview 
of the Lower Egypt’s geography, climate, flora 
and fauna, economy and population, as well 
as anti-plague and quarantine measures 
introduced by the government of Muhammad 
Ali Pasha (1769-1849). The last chapter of the 
second part describes Rafalovich’s audience 
with Muhammad Ali Pasha in April 1848. 
Rafalovich joined the team of doctors who 
examined the Khedive of Egypt, who exhibited 
signs of a mental disorder. He was declared 
senile later that year and died in August 1849.

The lithographed maps include 1) A large 
folding map of Lower Egypt and the Nile River 
Delta from Alexandria and Damietta to Cairo 
and Suez (showing the main settlements, 
Nile branches and canals, roads, monasteries, 
&c.); 2) A plan of the Nile Delta Barrage 
(showing the Rosetta and Damietta branches, 
irrigation canals, gateways, bridges and a “brick 
embankment around the top of the Delta”); 3) 
A plan of the “old Kafr-Ziat village”, modern-
day Kafr-el-Zayat, Gharbia Governorate of Egypt 
(marking the mosque, houses of fellahs, graves 

and holes of stagnant water); and 4) A plan of 
the new, “exemplary Kafr-Ziat village” (marking 
the houses of the Sheikh, Imam, Qadi, the Scribe, 
market, warehouses, public mills, plantations, 
remnants of the old village, &c.). Overall, a rare 
content-rich piece of Russian Africana with 
interesting notes about public medicine and 
anti-plague and sanitary measures in Lower 
Egypt.).

  Price: $3,250
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[CARIBBEAN - ST. THOMAS & PUERTO RICO]
Baranshchikov, V.Y.Neshchastnye priklyucheniya Vasilya Baranshchikova, meshchanina 
Nizhnyego Novgoroda v tryokh chastyakh svyeta: v Amerike, Azii i Yevrope s 1780 po 
1787 god [i.e. Unfortunate Adventures of Vasily Baranshchikov, a Burgess from Nizhny 
Novgorod, in Three Parts of the World: America, Asia, and Europe, from 1780 to 1787].

51

St. Petersburg: S.K.R., Typ. of Vilkovsky 
and Galchyonkov, 1787. 72 pp. 18x11,5 cm. 
Contemporary light brown half leather with 
marbled boards and a colour stamped title label 
on the spine. Bookplate of Sergey Sobolewsky 
on the front paste down endpaper, paper label 
with a pencil note by a Soviet bibliophile on 
the front free endpaper, paper label of Vasily 
Klochkov’s bookstore and a stamp of a Soviet 
bookshop on the rear pastedown endpaper. Very 
good. Corners slightly bumped, paper slightly 
age toned.

First edition. Extremely rare. Interesting 
original travel account by the first Russian 
to cross the Atlantic and visit the Caribbean 
Islands. A merchant from Nizhny Novgorod, 
Vasily Baranshchikov (1756-early 19th century) 
went to a trade fair and lost considerable 
amount of money lent by fellow tradesmen. 
In an attempt to escape he went to Saint 
Petersburg and became a sailor on a ship bound 
for Copenhagen. There he was kidnapped and 
sold to a slave ship which brought him to Saint 
Thomas Island (then in Danish West India, 
now a part of the American Virgin Islands). 
There Baranshchikov served for two months 
in a Danish military garrison and was then 
sold as a household servant to a Spanish 
‘‘General’’ in Puerto Rico. After a year of service 
Baranshchikov was released and went to Venice 
as a sailor on an Italian ship; near the Barbary 
coast the ship was captured by pirates and the 
traveler was sold into slavery to the Palestine. 
Baranshchikov was forcibly converted into 
Islam, eventually brought to Constantinople 

and married a Turkish woman. In 1785 he 
escaped to Russia via Bulgaria, Moldavia and 
Poland, returning to Nizhny Novgorod a year 
later. On request of his creditors he was put 
in debt prison, but released with the help of 
the local bishop. Baranshchikov went to Saint 
Petersburg and was received by Catherine II and 
representatives of Saint Petersburg high society. 
The Empress recommended him to write an 
account of his travels, which was first published 
in 1787. All author’s fees went for the payment 
of his debts.

The book contains lots of interesting details 
of everyday life in St. Thomas Island and Puerto 
Rico (like outfits and salaries of Danish soldiers, 
ceremony of taking military oath, descriptions of 
banana plants, coconuts, sugar cane, and coffee), 
description of Jerusalem and Constantinople, 
Baranshchikov’s service as a Janissary in Turkey, 
and others. Printed during the Russo-Turkish war 
of 1787-91, the book became a bestseller and 
was published four times in the 18th century, 
all subsequent editions have a slightly edited 
finale and the ‘‘Supplement, containing the 
description of Tsargrad [Constantinople] and 
Turkish spiritual, military and civil authorities’’. 
The text of the first edition finishes with a 
complaint about Baranshchikov’s bankruptcy 
and life in ‘‘uttermost poverty’’ after his return 
home; all subsequent editions have that part 
replaced with a praise to the generosity of 
‘‘many honorable people of Saint Petersburg’’, 
who ‘‘graciously relieved him from destitution’’, 
the list of the ‘‘honorable people’’ includes over 
twenty names of the members of Russian high 
society, i.e. State Chancellor Count Alexander 

Vorontsov, first Russian Minister of Education 
Ivan Shuvalov, President of the Imperial 
Academy of Arts Ivan Betskoy, Baron Alexander 
Stroganov, and others. 

Our copy bears an armorial bookplate 
of Sergey Sobolevsky (1803-1870), a noted 
Russian bibliophile, bibliographer and poet of 
the Golden Age of Russian Poetry. He was a 
friend of Alexander Pushkin, Mikhail Lermontov, 
Adam Mickiewicz, Prosper Mérimée and many 
other European writers. Sobolevsky’s library 
contained over 25,000 volumes, with the 
departments of geography and travels, Russian 
history, and bibliography and books on books. 
After his death, a part of the library was bought 
by the British Museum and Leipzig University, 
the rest was sold at auctions by Leipzig 
booksellers; the archive was bought by count 
Sergey Sheremetev and is now deposited in the 
Russian state collections. A note on the piece 
of paper attached to the first free endpaper 
was written by a Soviet bibliophile and reads: 
‘‘In the catalogue of ‘‘Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga’’ 
No. 21 from 1933 it is said: First edition of 
this book has never been registered and it is 
unclear whether it exists’’ (Annotation #213). 
This copy is from the library of Sobolevsky and 
is the first, unknown edition. P.S. It is mentioned 
in Smirnov-Sokolsky’s, vol.1, p. 195’’ (Smirnov-
Sokolsky, Moya Biblioteka. M., 1969). The book 
also has a paper label of the bookshop of a 
famous Saint Petersburg antique book dealer 
Vasily Klochkov (1861-1915). Svodny Katalog 
4575.

No paper copies of this first edition found in 
Worldcat. There are only two copies of the second 
edition (Harvard, NYPL), and two copies of the 
fourth edition (Columbia University, State Library 
of Berlin).

  Price: $4,500


